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Whether you’re dealing with drought, flood, 
heat or other climate-related stress, the soy 
checkoff is working behind the scenes to diversify 
U.S. soybean genetics and increase stress tolerance. 
We’re looking inside the bean, beyond the bushel 
and around the world to keep preference for 
U.S. soy strong. And it’s helping make a valuable 
impact for soybean farmers like you.

See more ways the soy checkoff is maximizing 
profit opportunities for soybean farmers at 
unitedsoybean.org

RESEARCHING A  
BETTER BEAN
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Global trade and 2023 Farm Bill 
highlight Ag Policy Summit
Global trade and the next farm bill were the highlights from 
the Ag Policy Summit on July 21 at the CRG Events Center 
in Plainfield, Ind. The Summit is an annual policy-focused 
program presented by ICGA and ISA’s Membership and Policy 
Committee.
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Indiana farmer J.R. Roesner
elected to NCGA’s Corn Board
ICMC Board Director J.R. Roesner, a farmer from Ferdinand, Ind., 
was elected on July 14 to the NCGA’s National Corn Board during 
Corn Congress in Washington, D.C. Roesner is the first Hoosier 
farmer elected to the Corn Board since 2018.

22

Indiana’s soybean checkoff,
USSEC expand trade opportunities
For ISA, the mission is to move Indiana’s large pile of soybeans 
to customers around the world while increasing its value. ISA’s 
comprehensive strategy requires many partners. USSEC is one 
of ISA’s primary partners in moving soybeans overseas.

24

Lamie scholars’ work seeks improved 
corn yields and health
After Gary Lamie’s death in 2013, ICMC remembered the 
Tippecanoe County farmer’s contributions by naming a Purdue 
University scholarship after him. This year’s recipients are PhD 
candidates Ana Morales-Oňa and Seth Tolley.

42
About the cover: 
Brookston, Ind., farmer Don Lehe is retiring from serving as a 
representative in the Indiana General Assembly for 20 years. 
Lehe helped farmers and rural Hoosiers during his service. See 
the story on page 16.
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It’s great to be back home in Indiana – and even better – I’m 
watching it rain outside my window. As farmers, we know 
from experience that there are things we can control and 

other things that we can’t control. Obviously, we can’t make 
it rain. On the other hand, we can tell our representatives and 
senators in Congress what farmers need to do our job.

Recently I traveled with a delegation of Hoosier farmers to 
Washington, D.C., for the National Corn Growers Association’s 
(NCGA) Corn Congress. This was a great trip. We were able to 
talk to corn growers from all over the country, and one of our 
own – J.R. Roesner – became only the third Indiana farmer to 
be elected to the National Corn Board.

We talked about several issues during Corn Congress, 
and we turned those issues into action by meeting with 
nearly all of our federal lawmakers while we were on Capital 
Hill. We talked with both U.S. Sen. Mike Braun and U.S. Sen. 
Todd Young. Sen. Braun serves on the Senate Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry. We were also invited 
to have an in-depth discussion on issues with Braun’s staff 
assigned to farm issues.

Indiana Corn Growers Association members also visited 
with the following representatives or staff: Rep. Frank Mrvan 
(D-Dist. 1), Rep. Jackie Walorski (R-Dist. 2), Rep. Jim Banks 
(R-Dist. 3), Rep. Jim Baird (R-Dist. 4), Rep. Victoria Spartz 
(R-Dist. 5), Rep. Greg Pence (R-Dist. 6), Rep. Larry Bucshon 
(R-Dis. 8) and Rep. Trey Hollingsworth (R-Dist. 9).

Here is a list of topics we discussed with these lawmakers:

• Ethanol – ICGA members asked Members of Congress to 
take greater advantage of higher ethanol blends to cut 
fuel costs and emissions and improve energy security.

• Regulatory relief – Farmers can feed and fuel the world, 
but we can’t do it with one hand tied behind our backs. 
Recent developments on glyphosate, atrazine and 
fertilizers threaten to hamper our work.

• Infrastructure – We ask that policymakers update the 
cost-share formula for the Inland Waterways Trust Fund 
in the Water Resources Development Act.

• Farm bill – As Congress begins to develop the next Farm 
Bill, NCGA has identified top policy principles.

• Protect crop insurance – Corn growers rely on market-
oriented risk management tools, including federal crop 
insurance. Congress should protect the program from 
harmful budget cuts and reforms.

• Bolster international markets – Further boost U.S. 
agricultural exports and help U.S. agriculture and related 
businesses in rural America by increasing Market Access 
Program (MAP) funding to $400 million annually and 
Foreign Market Development (FMD) program funding to 
$69 million annually.

• Producer safety net – NCGA is developing specific 
recommendations to strengthen the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC) 
commodity programs.

• Support voluntary conservation – U.S. corn farmers are 
committed to conservation and their role as stewards 
of the land. USDA conservation programming plays 
an important role in helping advance the adoption of 
climate-smart agricultural practices.

• Champion issues for Rural America – The farm bill 
includes many programs and initiatives important to corn 
growers including agricultural research, rural broadband, 
energy programs and the biobased economy.

ICGA is working diligently to represent farmers and their 
interests at all levels of government. We know we can’t 
control everything, but we are telling our story to the best of 
our ability.

ICGA focuses on the things farmers 
can control, not the things we can’t

Scott
Smith
President
Indiana Corn Growers  
Association

PRESIDENT’S  REVIEW

Indiana Corn Growers Association delegates to the NCGA’s 
Corn Congress in Washington, D.C., include Susan Brocksmith, 
Tyler Everett, J.R. Roesner, Matthew Lucas, Scott Smith, Jerry 
Osterholt, David Ring, Mike Beard and Tim Gauck.



From dairies to distilleries, there's a corn story to tell. 
See how at incorn.org.
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CHAIR ’S  REVIEW

There are few things more frustrating than not 
finding the tool you’re looking for when you need 
it. When you’ve got a job to do, the right tool helps 

you do the job correctly.
On the farm, we require many tools. One of the most 

important is working together with other farmers and farm 
groups to make sure our state and federal lawmakers 
understand what we need to produce a safe and abundant 
food supply.

The Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership & Policy 
Committee (M&P) recently hosted the annual Ag Policy 
Summit with the Indiana Corn Growers Association. For the 
most part, the discussion was about encouraging policies 
that expand global trade opportunities and the 2023 Farm 
Bill.

All of us who attended listened to speakers from the 
American Soybean Association (ASA), the National Corn 
Growers Association (NCGA), Corteva Agriscience and 
more. The debate for what goes in the next farm bill is 
happening right now. We would like to keep the things that 
were good in the last farm bill while adding policies that 
will help more.

Some of the things we’d like to see in the next farm bill 
include:

• Improving the farm safety net for soybeans

• Protecting crop insurance

• Maintaining a voluntary, incentive-based approach to 
conservation programs

• Expanding investments that promote U.S. 
commodities globally

• Building opportunities for biofuels and biobased 
products

Each of these policies might require additional funding 
or maintaining current levels of funding. As your M&P chair, 
I am encouraging you to engage with your senators and 
representatives in Congress to seek additional resources 
from the budget committees next year. We want the 2023 
Farm Bill to be a meaningful and comprehensive farm bill.

But the farm bill isn’t the only federal policy under 
consideration in Washington, D.C. We’re also watching bill 
that affect energy and transportation.

In energy, M&P supports the expansion of biofuels. We 
support an extension of the biodiesel tax credit, which 
expires in December. We support soy as a feedstock 
for sustainable aviation fuel. We encourage the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency to increases biofuel 
blending volumes in the Renewable Fuels Standard. 
And, M&P supports investments in adding biofuels 
infrastructure around the country.

In transportation, M&P and our coalition of farm groups 
support Section 103 of the Water Resources Development 
Act. This is legislation in the Senate that is designed to 
increase funding for improvements to the U.S. inland 
waterway system. Rivers and lakes throughout the 
Midwest move millions of tons of soybeans, corn 
and other farm products to buyers from around the 
world. Having inexpensive access to this system 
makes our crops more valuable.

We support an increase in federal truck weight limits to 
91,000 pounds for six-axle vehicles.

Maybe you can’t afford the time or money to go to 
Washington, D.C., to share your opinions with members of 
Congress. Eventually, these politicians must come back 
to us. In August and September, many will return to their 
districts for Town Hall meetings and even Shop Talk events 
on farms like ours. I am hosting Sen. Todd Young on my 
farm in Springport for a Shop Talk on Aug. 10. Keep an eye 
out for meetings like these – and go.

2023 Farm Bill should include many 
tools farmers need to get the job done

Matthew
Chapman
Chair
ISA Membership and
Policy Committee
Farmer, Springport, Ind.
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Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.

The excitement is growing at IOM Grain, celebrating 20 years as your leading 
choice for high-quality, non-GMO, food-grade soybeans. We are incredibly proud  
to announce a brand-new partnership with GDM, one of the world’s leaders  
in soybean genetics. This is the beginning of what will be a long-term 
relationship between IOM and GDM.

IOM continues to grow to better serve you, now offering an exclusive  
GDM brand. VIRTUE Seeds’ full portfolio of elite, high-yielding, non-GMO 
soybean varieties is derived from one of the world’s largest non-GMO 
germplasm banks. VIRTUE Seeds is one of the only U.S. soybean seed  
brands with an independent breeding program, creating exclusive  
soybean variety offerings.

If you’re all about growing quality, non-GMO soybeans and earning  
the highest premiums, contact IOM Grain today.

 Call 260-726-6224
 or visit iomgrain.com.

New Seed Partner. 
Same Premium Quality.

NEW SEED OFFERINGS

974 E 100 N, Portland, IN 47371  |  ©2022 IOM Grain. All rights reserved.

Because Quality Matters.
20 years and still growing.

YEARS OF IOM GRAIN

C E L E B R A T I N G
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I have spent close 
to 20 years living and 
working in our nation’s 
Capital, and I have 
never seen the number 
of unprecedented events here 
that we’ve seen over the last year.

From the war in Ukraine to 
Roe v. Wade to inflation, leaders 
in this city are moving from one 

unprecedented event to another, and other important 
issues are being drowned out as a result.

Luckily, NCGA has still been able to secure important 
wins for farmers, though we face many challenges ahead. 
Indeed, thanks to the hard work of farmer leaders, we 
have seen the following results in recent months:

• Extension of Access to Higher Ethanol Blends 
– President Biden’s announcement that his 
administration is allowing for the continuation of 
consumer access to higher blends of ethanol through 
the coming summer months was a major victory 
for consumers and corn growers alike. Having the 
president, who has the weight of the world on his 
shoulders, take time to visit an Iowa ethanol plant 
and highlight the many economic 
and environmental benefits 
ethanol offers speaks to what can 
be accomplished with a unified 
message.

• Expansion of High-Speed 
Internet Access – Funding is 
being released to lower the cost 
of high-speed internet throughout 
the country, including in rural 
communities. This is a product of 
the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act, passed late last year. The 
development is a crucial win in 

helping farmers become 
even more competitive in 
a digitally connected marketplace. It’s also 
an example of the type of work that can 
be accomplished when both parties work 

together.

• Updates to Locks and Dams – Thanks to funding 
provided for in the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act, the Army Corps of Engineers has begun 
to implement plans to update the locks and dams 
along the Upper Mississippi River System. This is 
important to farmers because the system transports 
60 percent of American corn and soybean exports 
to the market. Yet, much of the infrastructure that 
makes this possible hasn’t been updated since the 
1930s. Farmers who are used to the financial burdens 
associated with delays along the system, will soon see 
barges moving more quickly and efficiently thanks to 
these updates.

While we have a lot to be appreciative of, our path 
forward is formidable. A host of hot-button issues means 
Congress will continue to engage in a game of whack-a-
mole.

Even in this chaotic environment, we are moving forward 
with our legislative priorities. For 
example, we are working to garner 
more support for the Next Generation 
Fuels Act, which recognizes and takes 
advantage of the high-octane, low-
carbon, lower-cost benefits of ethanol 
to begin to transition the United 
States to a higher-octane fuel supply. 
We are also focused on what can be 
done to lower farmer input costs and 
working hard to preserve the usage of 
important crop protection tools while 
gearing up for reauthorization of the 
next farm bill.

BY BROOKE APPLETON
Vice President of Public Policy, National Corn Growers Association

Despite difficult challenges,
good news ahead for farmers 
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You are an important part of this effort. Members of Congress listen 
to their constituents, so when you send a letter or call your member, it 
helps us advance our policy priorities. So, we will continue turning to 
you and your fellow growers as we work on these key issues.

If you aren’t already, please sign-up for the National Corn Growers 
Association advocacy alerts. You can sign up by texting GROW to 
50457. We will send you alerts that will provide you with an opportunity 
to connect with your members of Congress on key priorities.

The road ahead isn’t going to be an easy one. We are competing for 
the attention of our national leaders, who are dealing with a world of 
problems. But we know from recent accomplishments that when we 
work together, we can make meaningful accomplishments.

Let’s keep going!

T
hree candidates are seeking the two available at-
large seats on the Indiana Corn Marketing Council 
(ICMC) Board of Directors during this summer’s 

election. Noblesville, Ind., farmer Adam Sheller along 
with incumbent directors Joshua Miller of Anderson, Ind., 
and David Ring of Huntingburg, Ind., are the candidates 
in this year’s election. The two candidates with the most 
votes will win election to the board. All Hoosier corn 
growers are eligible to cast a ballot.

Absentee voting is open now through Aug. 5. Absentee 
ballots can be requested from the ICMC website at www.
incorn.org/elections or by calling the ICMC office at 
317-644-2791 until Aug. 3. Farmers may vote in person 
at Purdue Cooperative Extension Service county offices 
from Aug. 8-12. All eligible Hoosier corn producers, 
defined as any person engaged in the business of 
producing and marketing corn in Indiana under the 
producer’s own name or the name of an entity in which 
the producer has ownership, may vote in the election.

The state is divided into nine districts with one director 
representing each of the districts and six at-large seats 
representing all of Indiana. One candidate each is seeking 
re-election in the District 1, District 4 and District 7 races.

Natasha Cox of Benton, Ind., is running unopposed on 
the District 1 ballot. The counties of Lake, Porter, LaPorte, 
Starke, Pulaski, Jasper, White, Benton and Newton are in 
District 1.

In District 4, Paul Hodgen of Putnam, Ind., seeks 
another three-year term. District 4 includes the counties 
of Warren, Tippecanoe, Montgomery, Putnam, Owen, 
Clay, Vigo, Parke, Vermillion and Fountain.

J.R. Roesner of Ferdinand, Ind., is running unopposed 
in his District 7 race. The counties of Sullivan, Greene, 
Daviess, Martin, Knox, Dubois, Pike, Gibson, Warrick, 
Spencer, Vanderburgh and Posey make up District 7.

The ICMC board manages state corn checkoff 
investments and determines promotional, educational 
and research activities that can strengthen Indiana’s 
corn industry. The elected directors will serve three-year 
terms beginning Oct. 1, 2022. ICMC directors can serve 
three consecutive full terms or a total of nine consecutive 
years.

For more information, visit www.incorn.org/elections 
or call Hannah Vorsilak, ICMC Marketing Operations and 
Leadership Director, at 317-644-2791. For details about 
Indiana’s corn checkoff program, visit www.incorn.org

Three at-large candidates vie for two positions 
on Indiana corn checkoff board
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

A host of hot-button issues means Congress 
will continue to engage in a game of whack-a-
mole. Even in this chaotic environment, we are 
moving forward with our legislative priorities.
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The sun is shining, the soy 
is growing and the American 
Soybean Association and its 
grower-leaders have hit the 
ground running in Washington 
D.C. and across soy states to 
advocate before Congress takes its 
summer recess.

As U.S. soy growers face historic 
fertilizer costs, ASA applauded the 
U.S. International Trade Commission’s 

announcement in late July that it rejects imposing final duties 
on urea ammonium nitrate from Russia, Trinidad and Tobago.

Few inputs have exhibited more price inflation than UAN, 
which has experienced a jarringly high price increase due 
in large part to the Russia-Ukraine conflict. These two 
countries are important crop and energy producers, as well 
as producers of fertilizers and fertilizer input products—
including natural gas for UAN. Last month, ASA and other 
ag groups asked ITC to take into consideration that price 
pressure experienced by commodity farmers has cascading 
effects that reverberate through the farm economy.

Comments on proposed climate 
disclosure rule

On June 17, a coalition of 10 national agricultural 
organizations, including ASA, submitted comments to the 
Securities and Exchange Commission regarding its Proposed 
Rules on the Enhancement and Standardization of Climate-
Related Disclosures for Investors. The organizations argued 
that the SEC should exempt agriculture from the proposed 
rule, as it would be “wildly burdensome and expensive” for 
farmers, especially small and mid-size growers who couldn’t 
afford the overhead required to comply.

The proposed rules would require corporations to disclose 
information about its direct greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, 
indirect emissions from purchased electricity or other forms 
of energy, and supply chain emissions. While the proposed 
rule is aimed at public companies, mandating the disclosure 
of supply chain emissions would place a burden on growers 
who supply commodities to public entities.

In addition to an ag exemption, the coalition asked the SEC 

to increase the liability protections for emissions 
data that companies disclose and urged 
the commission to drop a requirement that 
companies provide location data for emissions, 
which could potentially be used to identify 

individual farms.

2023 Farm Bill update
After beginning the information-gathering process this 

past September, ASA debuted soy’s 2023 Farm Bill Priorities 
on May 25. These initial priorities include improving the Title 
I farm safety net for soybeans; continuing the voluntary, 
incentive-based, flexible approach to conservation programs; 
investing into promotion of U.S. commodities globally; 
building biobased and biofuels opportunities; and ensuring 
broadband coverage is accessible throughout rural America. 
The document has been shared with both the U.S. House and 
Senate Ag Committee and distributed through ASA’s media 
contacts.

ASA President Brad Doyle, a farmer from Arkansas, has the 
opportunity to in early June to share soy’s priorities during his 
testimony at the Senate Agriculture Committee’s second field 
hearing, 2023 Farm Bill: Perspectives from the Natural State. 
During Doyle’s oral testimony, he urged Senators Stabenow 
and Boozman to strengthen the farm safety net and seek 
additional funding resources from the Budget Committee for 
the 2023 bill.

On July 11, U.S. House Ag Committee Chairman David Scott 
and Ranking Member Glenn “GT” Thompson announced 
the committee is seeking direct input from producers, 
stakeholders and consumers on how various farm bill 
programs work for them. The committee has created an 
online form for stakeholders to submit feedback and ideas 
for the 2023 Farm Bill that can be found on the House Ag 
Committee’s website.

In a release from the committee, Chairman Scott and 
Ranking Member Thompson spoke about the importance of 
participation from the agriculture community and the hope 
that the online feedback form will be utilized to help craft a 
bill that will best meet the needs of the people.

ASA has issued a call to action for its farmer-leaders to 
participate and share U.S. soy’s 2023 Farm Bill priorities.

BY BLAIR SHIPP
ASA State Policy Communications Coordinator

Soy growers pleased with ITC ruling
rejecting duties on urea ammonium nitrate

unitedsoybean.org

Whether it’s improving soybean 
meal to outperform the 
competition or promoting the 
sustainability of U.S. soy, the soy 
checkoff has been working behind 
the scenes to help farmers satisfy 
their customers’ needs. We’re looking 
inside the bean, beyond the bushel and 
around the world to keep preference 
for U.S. soy strong. And for U.S. 
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G
lobal trade concerns and the 2023 Farm Bill were the 
highlights from the Ag Policy Summit on July 21 at the 
CRG Events Center in Plainfield, Ind. The Summit is 

an annual policy-focused program presented by the Indiana 
Corn Growers Association (ICGA) and the Indiana Soybean 
Alliance’s Membership and Policy Committee (M&P).

“We hold this event every summer, so that farmers and 
industry professionals can come together to discuss the 
pressing issues of the ag sector,” said ICGA President Scott 
Smith, a farmer from Windfall, Ind. “I want to first offer my 
thanks to our Premier Sponsor, Corteva Agriscience. I also 
want to thank our supporting sponsors: Bose Public Affairs 
Group, the United Soybean Board, the Indiana Soybean 
Alliance (ISA), and the Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC). 
We could not put on these events without our sponsors and 
our farmer members.”

Trade isn’t only an issue for M&P and ICGA. Indiana’s corn 
and soybean checkoff organization’s work to expand global 
export opportunities for Hoosier row crop producers. ISA 
Board Chair Jim Douglas, a farmer from Flat Rock, Ind., said 
the soybean checkoff is pleased to sponsor the Ag Policy 
Summit and listen to experts discuss the future of America’s 
farm export policy.

“It has been found that $12 comes back to the farm for 
every dollar invested into the checkoff programs – including 
our program priorities of Sustainability, New Uses, Value 
Creation, Producer Engagement and Market Development,” 
Douglas said. “ISA, along with the Indiana Corn Marketing 
Council, have continued to build relationships with foreign 

trade partners so our soybean and corn export markets stay 
strong. These countries include Colombia, Panama, South 
Korea and Vietnam to name a few.”

Mexico’s regulation on glyphosate
Challenging political issues are nothing new for Kevin Diehl, 

Director of Global Regulatory Affairs with Corteva Agriscience. 
Diehl kicked off the 
Summit’s agenda with a 
talk about biotech global 
trade issues. He warned 
farmers that they might 
lose a good trading 
partner due to restrictions 
on glyphosate.

“There was a decree 
that was put in place 
in Mexico with their 
administration back in 
2018, which was focused 
on glyphosate and traits 
that enabled glyphosate 
use on major crops, and 
then their regulatory 
system really shut down 
for 2-3 years,” Diehl 
explained. “It’s now 
back up and running, 
but there is a focus 

with that decree on moving away from crops by 2024 that 
contain glyphosate traits or have had that product used on it. 
To understand how big of a trading partner Mexico is for U.S. 
farmers, about 5 percent of the U.S. corn crop goes to Mexico. 
They’re a very important trade partner, and they have been for 
a long time. We’ve had good relationships with them. This is 
something, as we look to (2024) on the horizon, it’s something 
that we’re going to need to address and solve. If you look at 
their need for U.S. grain, and our need to have good trading 
partners, this is important to solve.”

He believes the federal government will try to resolve the 
issue with Mexico, but he believes it will also require industry 
support.

“It’s all about advocacy and having conversations,” Diehl 
said. “There are mechanisms in place where the government 
is working back and forth, and some of those discussions are 

Global trade issues, 2023 Farm Bill 
headline this year’s Ag Policy Summit
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Kevin Diehl, Director of Global 
Regulatory Affairs with Corteva 
Agriscience, warned farmers that 
they might lose a good trading 
partner as Mexico imposes 
restrictions on glyphosate-related 
products.

Indiana Soybean Alliance Chair Jim Douglas, a farmer from 
Flat Rock, Ind., asks a question of a speaker during the Ag 
Policy Summit.
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starting to happen. It’s important for the U.S. government to 
continue to be engaged, and I think they will be. But, looking at 
2024, it’s coming up very quickly. We need to look at all of the 
options on the table to make sure that as we get to that point, 
it’s a non-issue.”

He said the regulatory process is already costly and time-
consuming.

“For Corteva and other technology providers, we want to 
bring new technology to U.S. farmers and Indiana farmers,” 
Diehl said. “In order to do that, we need a solid, predictable, 
science-based regulatory system to move products through 
and get approvals. When you get in situations like this 
that have cropped up in Mexico, (that system) stopped for 
essentially three years. Now you see there are some decisions 
being made, decisions some would term less scientific than 
they had been in the past.”

Reviewing 2018 Farm Bill
The remainder of the Summit was focused on potential 

policy changes for the 2023 Farm Bill. Bradley Karmen of 
Karmen Consulting, LLC, first reviewed the 2018 Farm Bill to 
identify gaps in safety net programs for corn and soybean 
producers. Karmen, recently retired, worked for 12 USDA 
Secretaries and was a part of the creation of seven farm bills 
during this career.

He said the 2018 Farm Bill included programs that have 
become popular, such as the Agricultural Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and the Price Loss Coverage (PLC). However, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, there were additional programs 
added to respond to that crisis.

Among those were the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP) and the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 
Karmen said the ARC and PLC programs factored base acres, 
average yields and referenced prices in the benefit. The 
COVID-19 measures worked to cut losses to farmers and, in 
some cases, encourage the use of cover crops.

“I believe many of these 2018 Farm Bill programs have been 
popular with farmers,” Karmen said.

2023 Farm Bill priorities
Eric Pfeiffer, Vice President of Hoosier Ag Today and a farm 

radio broadcaster, served as the Summit’s emcee. In that role, 
he led a panel discussion featuring Christy Seyfert, Executive 
Director of Government Affairs for the American Soybean 
Association (ASA) and Wayne Stoskopf, Director of Public 
Policy for Risk Management and Tax for the National Corn 
Growers Association (NCGA).

Seyfert and Stoskopf said farmers benefit from NCGA 
and ASA working together with other farm groups to build 
a coalition that sends a unified voice to federal lawmakers 
or agricultural issues. This coalition is working together to 
advocate for farm bill programs that will benefit as many 
farmers as possible.

More than 70 farmers, ag stakeholders and political officials attended the Ag Policy Summit on July 21 in Plainfield, Ind.

Farm bill expert Bradley Karmen points to a chart on the wall 
while discussing various farm bill policies during the Ag Policy 
Summit.
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“For the farm bill, we’ve 
gathered a lot of farmer 
feedback,” Seyfert said. 
“Input is developing. We 
have a two-page list of 
priorities. A handful of those 
that I will mention include 
improving the farm safety 
net for soybeans, protecting 
crop insurance, maintaining 
or improving access to 
voluntary, incentives-based 
conservation programs, and 
having the opportunity to 
promote U.S. commodities 
globally through Market 
Access Programs (MAP). The 
last I’ll mention, and Indiana 
has been a great champion 
for biofuels, is we want to make sure we’re looking through 
all of the opportunities in the farm bill to continue to grow 
biofuels.”

“All of these priorities take resources. We are sharing with 
our friends, our soy state members and 
members of Congress that we want to 
see greater resources provided to the 
agriculture committees to write the 
farm bill next year. It’s not a right-now, 
must-have, budget scenario, but it is 
a longer term, next spring priority. We 
really need to have greater resources 
to write the next farm bill. That would 
enable these and other priorities to be 
achieved.”

Stoskopf agreed that NCGA’s 
priorities are similar. “We are also 
looking at a lot of the same issues 
in the farm economy and USDA 
programs,” he said. “We’ve released 
several farm bill principles including, 
number one, protecting crop 
insurance. We’re also looking at 
strengthening the farm safety net 
including the ARC and PLC programs. 
We’re also looking at ways to support 
voluntary conservation programs, 
practices and initiatives.”

Crop insurance, though, is a primary 
NCGA push. “Corn growers and others 
in agriculture have to continue to tell 
the story of why the crop insurance 
program works and why it’s so vital,” 
Stoskopf said. “We’ve heard and seen 
on the ground that drought is a major 
concern again this year. Without crop 
insurance, it would really impact folks’ 

ability to plan ahead, 
to continue to operate 
and to recover from 
those disasters. So, 
it’s important for 
folks to tell their story 
to fend off either 
budget attacks or 
other proposals to 
reform the program. 
We’ve got a success 
story. It works really 
well. There are ways 
we can continue to 
strengthen it. But first 
and foremost, we need 

to do no harm to the 
federal crop insurance 
program.”

Working together for farmers
Seyfert said ASA and NCGA are working together to benefit 

row-crop farmers on a variety of issues.
“We are so happy to be in a position 

to collaborate and communicate on a 
regular basis with corn growers on a 
number of issues whether that is farm bill 
or crop insurance,” Seyfert said. “It also 
includes tax and the efforts that we and 
so many others in agriculture put forth 
in the last year or so to protect against 
harmful tax changes such as changes to 
stepped-up basis. I could go on and on, 
protection of our crop protection tools 
making sure that we have as many tools 
available for farmers to produce every 
year. It does take a number of different 
groups being involved and staying united 
in the messaging that we share. It’s 
been a great strategy, I think, to date. 
And I think we will all continue to 
work together to collaborate as much 
as possible.”

M&P Chair Matthew Chapman said 
the message of farmers working 
together to protect and improve 
conditions for farmers is a consistent 
theme in farm policy discussions. 
“The name of the game is to be 
involved,” he said. “We need you to be 
our advocate for our industry. Maybe 
you can’t go to Washington, D.C., but 
maybe you can go to a nearby Shop 
Talk or Town Hall and speak to a 
member of congress there. We need 
our legislators to hear from us.”

Hoosier Ag Today Vice President Eric Pfeiffer emcees a panel 
discussion with ASA’s Christy Seyfert and NCGA’s Wayne Stoskopf 
about the 2023 Farm Bill during the Ag Policy Summit on July 21 in 
Plainfield.

ISA Board Director Mark Legan, a farmer 
from Coatesville, Ind., at left, talks with 
Indiana Farm Service Agency Director 
Julia Wickard during the Ag Policy Summit 
on July 21.

Time for farmers, ag stakeholders and 
political officials to discuss policies and 
concerns was built into this year’s Ag 
Policy Summit agenda. Here, Steve Carter, 
an aide with Sen. Mike Braun’s office, at 
right, speaks with ISA Board Director Allen 
Buchanan, a farmer from Fowler, Ind.
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The Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership and Policy 
Committee (M&P) and the Indiana Corn Growers 
Association (ICGA) presented its Friend of Farmer 

award to Rep. Don Lehe (R-Brookston, Ind.), who is retiring 
from service in Indiana’s General Assembly. Lehe is a farmer 
from White County, Ind., and 
he has served in the Indiana 
House of Representatives for 
20 years.

Lehe and his wife, Kathy, live 
on Lehe Farms, Inc., and have 
two sons and two daughters. 
His eldest son, brother and 
nephew make up the four-per-
son team that operates their 
corn, popcorn, soybean, hay 
and beef cattle farm full-time.

During his time as a 
legislator, Lehe chaired 
the Agriculture and Rural 
Development Committee, 
sat on the Public Health 
and Environmental Affairs 
Committee and was the Vice 
Chair of the Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Committee, 
among others. His involvement with these committees 
helped Lehe to assist farmers with pro-ag legislation, though 
he insists those achievements were the results of many 
legislators and organizations working together.

“I’ve appreciated having the support and the impact of 
all of those organizations – corn, soy, pork, beef and all of 
the different commodity groups,” Lehe said. “It has been my 
pleasure to have a little bit of positive influence and help with 
the needs of those organizations. I’ve appreciated their help. 
I’ve appreciated their input; and what little bit I can do to help 
out, it was great to do that.”

The Friend of Farmer award was presented to Lehe 
by Smith, M&P Chair Matthew Chapman, a farmer from 
Springport, Ind., and Steve Howell, Senior Director of 
Industry Affairs for both M&P and ICGA. Howell said Lehe is 
understating his impact on Indiana’s farm policy.

“Rep. Lehe has been a solid, strong leader in the General 
Assembly primarily for ag and rural issues,” Howell said. 

“He’s a farmer, so that’s where his passion is. His district is 
a rural district. So, he obviously comes to Indianapolis and 
advocates for those constituents in his district. As chair of the 
ag committee, he was always a leader on agriculture issues 
and rural issues – advocating for Purdue and the agencies 

that have a connection to 
agriculture. He’s always been 
there for us.”

Lehe is among the few 
remaining legislators with 
farm experience in the Indiana 
General Assembly. He said, 
however, that Hoosier farmers 
shouldn’t worry. They will 
be well represented at the 
Statehouse.

“I know there are not a lot of 
farmers in the legislature,” Lehe 
admitted. “We all know that 
there aren’t many guys who 
go home on the weekend and 
jump on a tractor or get in the 
hog barn. But there’s a lot of 
support by a lot of ag-related 
industry folks in the legislature. 
They know the importance of 

agriculture and how it impacts the State of Indiana.”
He added that Gov. Eric Holcomb’s staff has been kind to 

agriculture, too. “We’ve also got a really good and strong 
administration that supports agriculture and knows the 
importance of agriculture to the state. I think it’s on a good 
path,” Lehe said.

Lehe serves as the General Assembly’s representative to 
both the Indiana Corn Marketing Council and the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance. Howell explained that Lehe has been a 
strong advocate for the state’s checkoff organizations. “Again, 
he is just a solid leader for rural Indiana,” Howell said. “He was 
also key in getting the Indiana corn checkoff law passed back 
in 2006-07 time period. So, he’s just been a leader for both 
the Indiana Soybean Alliance and the Indiana Corn Growers 
Association.”

Lehe is the fifth to earn the Friend of Farmer award. Previous 
winners include State Rep. Ed Soliday, U.S. Sen. Joe Donnelly, 
U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski and State Sen. Jean Leising.

M&P and ICGA present Friend of Farmer 
award to Rep. Don Lehe
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Rep. Don Lehe (R-Brookston, Ind.), center, receives the Friend 
of Farmer award from Indiana Corn Growers Association 
President Scott Smith, a farmer from Windfall, Ind., and 
Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership and Policy Committee 
Chair Matthew Chapman, a farmer from Springport, Ind., 
during the Ag Policy Summit in Plainfield, Ind., on July 21.
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I
ndiana State Representative, agriculture advocate and 
farmer Don Lehe will retire from his duties as Indiana 
House District 25 representative, or as he puts it, “I’m just 

going to quit one of my jobs.”
Lehe has served the state for 20 years – first as the 

representative of District 15 and secondly in District 25 
beginning in 2012. He will transition back as a full-time 
farmer at his family’s operation in Brookston, Ind. He and his 
wife, Kathy, live on Lehe Farms, Inc., and have two sons and 
two daughters. His eldest son, brother and nephew make 
up the four-man team that operates their corn, popcorn, 
soybean, hay and beef cattle farm full-time.

Stradling work as a full-time legislator and part of a full-
time farming operation is no easy feat, especially maintaining 
both during a 20-year period.

In fact, it would be a hopeless pursuit to do so without a 
lot of support back on the farm in times of absence. That is 
how, Lehe said, he has been able to get through all of these 
years. But even before becoming a state legislator, Lehe had 
18 years under his belt on his local school board and serving 
on his county ag committee while farming.

“I was approached by some folks that were looking for 
someone to run for state representative, so that’s how I initially 
began to think about running for state representative,” Lehe 
said. “My wife and I talked about it, and we made a decision 
that we could do this. Being able to get away and do it the 
way I could is because I had family on the farm, and I could 
trust my family to take care of what I could not.”

Lehe grew up on the farm he operates and said he is 
happy to be on that spot he has been on for a long time – 
now without the hassle of commuting. Even so, he said there 
are things he will miss about being a state legislator.

“Off and on, there are some things I think I will miss about 
being a State Representative,” he said. “Twenty years is a 
long time, and there were times when it was tough to get 
away and back to the farm, but I will miss working with the 
other legislators and visiting with constituents around the 
district.”

Lehe and his wife have post-retirement plans of traveling 
to the East Coast to visit their daughters and their families 
as well as visit beaches in the South. Through the years, he 
has represented parts of nine counties and gotten to know 

Long-time lawmaker leaves Indiana 
General Assembly to focus on his farm
BY EMMA HOPKINS-O’BRIEN

Rep. Don Lehe poses by his family’s sign on his farm near Brookston, Ind. He and his wife, Kathy, live on Lehe Farms, Inc., and 
have two sons and two daughters. His eldest son, brother and nephew make up the four-man team that operates their corn, pop-
corn, soybean, hay and beef cattle farm full-time.
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several constituents in those areas.
“I will miss working with constituents and the other 

counties and other legislators — both on the Democrat and 
Republican sides of the aisle, so I’ll miss working with folks 
and with the different groups and agencies I worked closely 
with, and I’m going to miss that relationship.”

Pro-ag legislative work
Lehe worked hand-in-hand with commodity groups to 

produce pro-ag legislation and worked particularly with the 
Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) and the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance Membership and Policy (M&P), as well as 
the Indiana Pork Producers and Cattlemen’s Association – 
just to name a few.

In his time as a legislator, he was involved with and 
chaired the Agriculture and Rural Development Committee, 
sat on the Public Health and Environmental Affairs 
Committee and was the Vice Chair of the Agriculture 
and Natural Resources Committee, among others. His 
involvement with these committees led Lehe to rack up 
quite the list of greatest hits in the category of ag legislation, 
though he insists such progress was the end product of 
many other legislators and organizations working together.

“I would say one of the most important ones was very 
early on in my work in the legislation and that’s when Mitch 
Daniels was governor and he decided that Indiana needed 
a separate Department of Agriculture,” he said. “I wasn’t the 
author of it, but that legislation went through the agriculture 
committee, and we were really happy and grateful actually 
to get that accomplished.”

Then-Gov. Daniels suggested instituting an Indiana State 
Department of Agriculture (ISDA) because prior to having 
that agency, ag was just one part of Indiana’s Commerce 
Department, with the lieutenant governor acting as 
Secretary of Agriculture.

“That was probably, looking back, one of the most 

important things that I hope I helped with as a legislator,” 
Lehe said.

Lehe also considers his authoring of the legislation that 
established the Indiana Corn Marketing Council as one of 
his successes, in addition to establishing a market reporting 
service for Indiana livestock. 

“Livestock folks in Indiana had limited ability to get 
information on market value of livestock in their state; so I 
worked with ISDA, and we created a market reporting service,” 
he said. “I used to get on the Internet and look up prices for 
cattle in Idaho or Illinois or Ohio or Kentucky and other states, 
but there were no places we could really look to see how 
livestock in Indiana would be marketed at the time.”

Having a heart for livestock agriculture, Lehe has also 
had a part in supporting the industry during times of anti-
confined feeding operation efforts. He and other legislators 
have addressed this through the years by developing 
pieces of legislation that help protect the right of livestock 
producers to farm.

“We’ve had several cases of efforts to try to limit the 
production of livestock in Indiana, so over the years we’ve 

Rep. Don Lehe addresses FFA students and stakeholders 
during an FFA Day ceremony.

As both a farmer and a representative in the Indiana legisla-
ture, Don Lehe is often interviewed by farm media about policy 
issues that affect the state’s agriculture sector.

Posing with ICMC President Paul Hodgen and ICMC CEO Court-
ney Kingery, Rep. Don Lehe was recently honored during his last 
meeting with the state’s corn checkoff board of directors.
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Rep. Don Lehe is a full-time beef cattle producer when he is not representing his district in the General Assembly.

done different things legislatively to help secure that,” he 
said. “I consider it a basic right to farm in Indiana, so if there 
is an issue, we’ve made it so a judge can say ‘wait a minute, 
in Indiana farmers have the right to use this particular 
technology or process to farm.’”

Recent legislative victories
As recently as this year, Lehe has helped with legislation 

that addresses ownership of Indiana farmland by foreign 
entities. 

“We were successful in getting some legislation that 
protects Indiana farmland, and it’s been interesting 
lately because of the Russia and Ukraine situation, and 
it’s specifically targeted toward Russian investments,” 
Lehe said. “That was some more recent legislation that I 
think was very helpful to Indiana farms; it limits people in 
foreign countries to 320 acres and 10 acres of forestland. 
We worked closely with all the commodity groups and in 
companies that were in the same business of livestock 
genetics and tried to come up with a pretty good solution 
that deals with foreign investment.”

Looking back on his beginnings as a legislator, Lehe said 
it’s easy to see how agriculture itself has changed in terms 
of technological advancement, but the same is true for the 
role of legislation when it comes to the industry.

“In terms of the role of ag and the government, I think 
probably I look at it a lot of times now and think not so much 
of what we can do in the industry, it’s more of how much 
can we prevent,” Lehe said. “We have to be on the lookout 
for anti-agriculture efforts or negative types of legislation in 
regards to agriculture. Technology and the environment and 
conservation issues have maybe changed the legislative 

side of ag in the state.”
As a producer himself, Lehe recognizes how 

environmentally conscious farmers must be. However, with 
so few legislators left who have actual farm experience, he 
believes support for commodity groups and associations is 
more important now than ever.

“I look at farmers and people who make a living off the 
land as people who are the most environmentally friendly 
on earth, so I don’t worry about that other than the influence 
that some anti-ag groups may carry it to the extreme,” he 
said. “I guess I just encourage farmers to be aware and 
help with your commodity group organizations. If you’re a 
crop producer, be involved with the corn, soybean or wheat 
organizations. Commodities are out there supporting your 
business, and they need your help. So, I just encourage 
farmers that getting involved with whatever commodity or 
business group available to them should be their priority.”

However, Lehe said, thankfully, he is not especially 
worried about the waning of active farmers in the 
Statehouse. He said there are several legislators who 
have ag backgrounds or family or neighbors that farm or 
agribusiness experience that can give them knowledge 
above the average consumer on the practicality and 
realities of agriculture.

“Especially in Indiana, we’ve got a good base of state 
government that has been supportive of state agriculture, 
and it’s a huge part of Indiana business,” Lehe said. “I just 
encourage farmers to be aware of what’s going on and be 
active with their support organizations. The anti-ag side 
is well-funded, and it’s a battle to keep ahead of it and 
educate the public and help them understand agriculture. 
That’s a big part of it.”
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WISHH catches new markets for U.S. 
soy by advancing aquaculture.

WISHH catches new markets for U.S. 
soy by advancing aquaculture.

WISHH is a program of the American Soybean Association and is funded in part 
by the United Soybean Board and state soybean board checkoff programs. 

Connect with WISHH 
wishh.org

ASA/WISHH is helping explore opportunities for soy-based 
feeds to grow aquaculture in 8 sub-Saharan African
 countries, including Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, Togo, 

Burkina Faso, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania
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INDYCAR runs on E85, a homegrown, plant-based fuel composed of 85% corn ethanol 

and 15% gasoline. E85 is a high-octane and high-performance fuel, which makes 

it ideal for high-speed racing. Ethanol is also great for the environment — contributing up to 

50% greenhouse gas reduction.

Choose E85 Flex Fuel today for a greener Indiana tomorrow. Visit getbiofuel.com.
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Discover Indiana corn at incorn.org
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Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) 
President Scott Smith was elected to a 
second term on the policy organization’s 

board of directors while Joe Tuholski and J.R. 
Roesner were first-time winners.

Smith, a Windfall, Ind., farmer, was first elected to the 
ICGA board in 2019. Although new to ICGA, both Tuholski 
and Roesner have experience on the state’s soybean and 
corn checkoff boards. Tuholski, a Mill Creek, Ind., farmer, 
served for nine years on the Indiana Soybean Alliance 
(ISA) board from 2011-2019, and he was the ISA chair in 
2018. Roesner, a farmer from Ferdinand, Ind., is an active 
member of the Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) 
board, and he is its vice president.

The election results were revealed on July 19. Smith 
was re-elected to District 5, which includes the counties 
of Delaware, Tipton, Madison, Grant, Hamilton, and parts 
of Howard. Roesner will represent District 8, replacing 
Mike Nichols, who complete his nine years of service 
later this year. District 8 includes all of Vermillion, Parke, 
Vigo, Clay, Owen, Greene, Sullivan, Knox, Daviess, Martin, 
Gibson, Pike, Dubois, Posey, Vanderburgh, Warrick, 
Spencer, Perry, Orange, Crawford and part of Fountain 
counties.

Tuholski was elected in District 2. Hewill follow Christian 
Rosen, who is also finishing his nine-year term on the 
board. District 2 includes all of St. Joseph, Elkhart, 
Marshall, Starke, Fulton, Pulaski, Miami, Wabash, and 
parts of Cass, Kosciusko and LaPorte counties.

“We want to congratulate the new board members, but 
first we’d like to sincerely thank Mike Nichols and Christian 
Rosen who will complete their terms on the board in 
November,” said ICGA CEO Courtney Kingery. “Your 
service to the ICGA board has been much appreciated.”

The seating of new board members will occur at the 
Nov. 29 board meeting; however, 
they will be invited to attend the 
August board meeting for Board 
Orientation.

Scott Smith
Along with his wife, Terri, Smith 

owns Triple S Smith Farms and 
Sharp-View Farms in Tipton, 

Madison, Grant and Howard counties. He 
has a diversified, third-generation farm 
that produces corn, soybeans and process 
tomatoes. A full-time farmer, Smith began 
farming in 1974.

Smith’s goal is to promote economic and 
environmental policies that help Indiana farmers and to 
encourage the growth of the state’s ethanol industry. 
“As a corn producer, I want to promote the ethanol 
industry,” he said. “I also want to protect farmers’ rights 
from government regulations. I am supportive of food 
safety and legal immigration to provide a sufficient 
workforce for farmers.”

Joe Tuholski
Tuholski raises 2,500 acres of corn, 

seed corn, popcorn, soybeans, alfalfa 
and wheat on his farm in LaPorte and 
St. Joseph counties near Mill Creek, 
Ind. The Tuholski farm also has feeder 
steers and dairy heifers. Tuholski started 
farming in 1995. He has two children: 

Nathan and Lukas.
“We have a basic corn and soybean farm,” Tuholski said. 

“We are 100 percent no-till and also use cover crops. I 
hope to proactively support Indiana agriculture by being a 
voice locally, statewide and nationally.”

J.R. Roesner
An ICMC board member since 

2015, Roesner was also elected in 
July to the National Corn Growers 
Association’s (NCGA) Corn Board. 
Roesner is only the third Hoosier 
farmer to be elected to the Corn 
Board – the first since 2018. He 
and his wife, Charlotte, are raising 

two sons, Clayton, age 13, and Beau, age 10, on his farm 
that touches parts of Dubois, Pike, Spencer and Warrick 
counties.

“I grow corn, soybeans and wheat in cooperation with 
my brother,” Roesner explained. “We farm in four counties 
in southwestern Indiana. I have been farming full-time 
since graduating from Purdue University in 2000.”

Smith, Roesner and Tuholski elected 
to ICGA board in July
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Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) Board Director J.R. 
Roesner, a farmer from Ferdinand, Ind., was elected on 
July 14 to the National Corn Growers Association’s (NCGA) 

National Corn Board during this year’s Corn Congress 
in Washington, D.C. Roesner is one of five corn growers 
elected to the board this year, and he is the first Hoosier 
farmer elected to the Corn Board since 2018.

“I am very excited about getting started on the work that 
needs to be done to help corn farmers from around the 
country to prosper,” Roesner said. “I appreciate the support 
of the state delegates, and I appreciate the support from all 
of those from Indiana who helped me to win election to the 
board. There is a lot to do, and I’m ready to get started.”

Roesner is the third Hoosier elected to the board. Most 
recently, Howard County, Ind., farmer Denny Maple was 
elected in 2018. Prior to that, Tippecanoe County, Ind., farmer 
Alan Kemper was a past president of NCGA in 1989-90.

Roesner farms with his brother, William, on their fifth-
generation farm where they grow corn, soybeans and wheat 
in and around Dubois County, Ind. Approximately 50 percent 
of the corn produced on Roesner’s farm is food grade. 
The other 50 percent goes to ethanol production, which is 
something Roesner is passionate about.

First elected to the ICMC Board of Directors in 2016, he 
took an immediate interest in ethanol-related projects 
around the state. Soon after, Roesner decided to take his 
voice to the national level, and he now serves as the Chair 
of the Ethanol Action Team for the National Corn Growers 
Association (NCGA). The Ethanol Action Team supports 
ethanol production by working with state and federal 
lawmakers on policies that promote the corn-based fuel, 
such as the Next Generations Fuel Act. They also assist 
in engine testing on E15 fuel, work with the higher blends 
infrastructure incentive program and educate consumers on 
the low carbon fuel for the future.

He earned a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering 
from Purdue University in 2000 and has an interest in how 
systems and machines operate.

Roesner said as demand for clean energy increases, 
farm groups should promote ethanol as an excellent 
carbon reduction source and a low-carbon fuel. NCGA 
can show how the crop can be used sustainably. His 
interest in mechanical engineering fueled his work 
on the Ethanol Action Team. “With my unconventional 

background and degree, I am fascinated by the technology 
and the things that go into ethanol production. How we 
utilize it in engines really made me want to be a part of this 
team and something I wanted to continue to learn about,” 
Roesner explained.

At home in Indiana, Roesner said ICMC is working for 
Hoosier farmers to increase ethanol use and to expand the 
renewable fuels market. The state’s corn checkoff showcases 
several ethanol projects and partnerships each year.

He will begin his three-year term on Oct. 1. Also elected 
to the Corn Board for the first time is Matt Frostic of 
Michigan. Current board members Kelly Harsh of Ohio, 
Brian Thalmann of Minnesota and Dan Wesely of Nebraska 
were re-elected. Thalmann was elected to a two-year term 
left open by First Vice President-Elect Harold Wolle, Jr. of 
Minnesota.

Roesner serves as vice president on the ICMC Board of 
Directors. He and his wife, Charlotte, are raising two sons, 
Clayton, age 13, and Beau, age 10, on his farm that touches 
parts of Dubois, Pike, Spencer and Warrick counties.

Southern Indiana farmer J.R. Roesner 
elected to NCGA’s Corn Board
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ICMC Board Director J.R. Roesner was elected to the NCGA’s 
National Corn Board in July. He is the first Hoosier farmer 
elected to the Corn Board since 2018.
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Four incumbents and four newscomers earned election 
to the Indiana Soybean Alliance Board of Directors in 
July. The election results were certified on July 19 with 

two new board members each filling the seats in Districts 2 
and 3, and incumbent board members returning to service in 
Districts 1 and 4.

In District 1, Kirklin, Ind., farmer Nancy Cline and Bremen, 
Ind., farmer Joe Stoller were re-elected. Cline earned her 
third and final term on the board. She owns Cline Farms, 
Inc. with her husband, Michael, in Tipton, Clinton, Hamilton 
and Howard counties. Stoller won a second term on the ISA 
board. He operates J.R. Stoller Farms in Marshall and Elkhart 
counties, growing soybeans and commercial corn. District 
1 includes 
Benton, Carroll, 
Cass, Clinton, 
Elkhart, Fulton, 
Howard, Jasper, 
Kosciusko, 
LaPorte, Lake, 
Marshall, Miami, 
Newton, Porter, 
Pulaski, St. 
Joseph, Starke, 
Tipton, Wabash and White counties.

In District 4, Seymour, Ind., farmer Kevin Burbrink and 
Greensburg, Ind., farmer Mike Koehne were re-elected. 
Burbrink won a second term. A full-time farmer since 1973, 
he grows soybeans, corn, wheat on his farm and has also 
grown popcorn, tomatoes, green beans and cucumbers for 
pickles. Koehne earned a third ISA board election. He grows 
corn, hay and raises cattle. A first-generation farmer, he 
started in 1992 and also owns a farm drainage business.

District 4 counties are Bartholomew, Boone, Brown, 
Clark, Crawford, Dearborn, Decatur, Fayette, Floyd, Franklin, 
Hamilton, Hancock, Harrison, Hendricks, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Jennings, Johnson, Lawrence, Marion, Monroe, Morgan, 
Ohio, Orange, Perry, Ripley, Rush, Scott, Shelby, Switzerland, 
Union and Washington.

In District 2, incumbents Matthew Chapman of Springport, 
Ind., and Elaine Gillis of Dunkirk, Ind., will term off the board 
later this year. Newly elected directors include Jenna 
Scott and Mark Wenning. District 2 include Adams, Allen, 
Blackford, DeKalb, Delaware, Grant, Henry, Huntington, Jay, 
LaGrange, Madison, Noble, Randolph, Steuben, Wayne, 

Wells and Whitley.
In District 3, Oaktown, Ind., farmer Craig Williams will 

finish nine years in office this year, and Oaktown, Ind., farmer 
Andrew Miller did not seek re-election. Winning the District 3 
race were Jason Misiniec and Larry Rusch. District 3 includes 
the counties of Clay, Daviess, Dubois, Fountain, Gibson, 
Greene, Knox, Martin, Montgomery, Owen, Parke, Pike, 
Posey, Putnam, Spencer, Sullivan, Tippecanoe, Vanderburgh, 
Vermillion, Vigo, Warren and Warrick.

Here are brief descriptions of the new ISA board members:

• Jenna Scott – A full-time farmer, Scott farms in a 
partnership with her father, Greg Cox, near Muncie, Ind. 
They produce soybeans, corn, hemp and vegetable 

transplants. “We 
grow 52 million 
vegetable 
transplants for 
Midwest Fresh 
Market farmers,” 
Scott added. She 
is a 2006 Purdue 
University 
graduate. 
Scott and her 

husband, Doug, has are raising two children.

• Mark Wenning – A full-time farmer, Wenning grows 
soybeans and corn on his Henry County farm near 
Cambridge City, Ind. He studied agricultural economics 
and agricultural systems management at Purdue 
University where he graduated in 2012. “If elected 
to director of the ISA, I will promote the value of 
soybeans, educate the general public about agriculture, 
particularly soybeans,” Wenning said.

• Jason Misiniec – Misiniec grows soybeans, seed 
soybeans, white corn and wheat on his farm near 
Bicknell, Ind., in Knox, Daviess, Greene and Sullivan 
counties. A full-time farmer, he also owns a small, show 
pig operation and operates JAM Feeds. He and his wife, 
Heather, have two children.

• Larry Rusch – Rusch grows soybeans and corn on his 
farm near Vincennes in Knox County, Ind., and Crawford 
and Lawrence counties in Illinois. A full-time farmer, 
he began farming in 1991. He earned degrees from 
Vincennes University and Western Kentucky University. 
Rusch and his wife, Jerri, have three children.

Four newcomers elected to the 
state’s soybean checkoff board

Jenna Scott Mark Wenning Jason Misiniec Larry Rusch

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST24   

Despite pressure from the weather, 
pests and other challenges, Indiana 
soybean growers do an excellent 

job of producing a crop. According to the 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, Hoosier farmers plant more than 5.6 
million acres of soybeans each year. Indiana 
produces more than 335 billion bushels of soybeans 
worth an estimated $4.4 billion. Indiana is the fifth-largest, 
soybean-producing state in America.

Soybeans are a versatile crop with both soybean oil 
and soybean meal creating products that are valuable. 
For the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA), the state’s 
soybean checkoff, the mission is to move that large pile 
to customers around the world while increasing the value 
of that crop. ISA’s strategy to accomplish this goal is 
comprehensive and requires many partners. The U.S. Soy 
Export Council (USSEC) is one of ISA’s primary partners in 
moving soybeans overseas.

USSEC’s mission is to maximize the utilization, value and 
access to markets of U.S. Soy around the world. USSEC 

receives soybean farmer checkoff dollars from 
several state soybean checkoff organizations, 
including ISA, and the United Soybean Board 
(USB). Similar to ISA, USSEC’s strategy is to 
create a preference for U.S. Soy by nurturing 
relationships, growing awareness and 
demonstrating value to global customers. 

With offices in more than 80 countries, USSEC helps 
customers with diverse backgrounds and experiences to 
reach their full potential by using U.S. Soy products.

“By developing new export markets for U.S. soybeans 
– and by encouraging new and innovative uses for 
soybeans, USSEC does a great job of increasing the 
value of U.S. soybeans and helping the bottom line for 
soybean growers across the country,” said La Crosse, Ind., 
farmer Denise Scarborough, an ISA board director and a 
representative to the USSEC board. “USSEC has boots on 
the ground in countries around the world promoting the 
advantages of using U.S.-grown soybeans. It is critical that 
they are there in touch with the people in those markets to 
access those customers and anything they might need.”

Indiana’s soybean checkoff, USSEC
expand trade opportunities for U.S. Soy

The group of foreign soybean and soybean oil buyers pose for a photo with Indiana farmer Tom Griffiths at the end of a tour of his farm.
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Hoosier farmers host tours
Recently, ISA and USSEC worked together to host 

soybean buyers from Colombia, India, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, The Philippines and Vietnam. 
These international buyers toured the Indiana Corn and 
Soybean Innovation Center at Purdue University, Corteva 
Agriscience, a Bunge soybean crush facility, grocery stores 
and the farms of Tom and Kim Griffiths of Kendallville, Ind.; 
Mike and Nancy Cline of Kirklin, Ind.; and David and Mary 
Howell of Middletown, Ind.

The purpose of these tours was to highlight the care of 
soybean production in Indiana and to give international 
soybean stakeholders an opportunity to ask questions of 
farmers.

“These stakeholders represent buyers of soybean oil 
from several countries,” said Will McNair, director of oil and 
soy food programs for USSEC. “It could be a vice president, 
it could be owners, or it could be key R&D or purchasing 
personnel. Indiana is really a key, crucial state for soybean 
production, exports and innovation. Being able to visit 
places like Purdue University, Bunge and Corteva really 
helps to send the message to the international buyers of 
innovation, production and supply reliability. Our hope is 
that they will return home knowing the United States is a 
consistent, reliable supplier that is innovating to help meet 
their demand needs for the future.”

The tour group that 
visited the Griffiths’ farm in 
Noble County included 20 
participants and a Spanish-
speaking translator. The 
stakeholders were mostly from 
Colombia and Mexico, and 
they represented companies 
such as Grasco, which 
produces shortening and 

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW GRAIN MARKETING AND ALL OTHER STEWARDSHIP PRACTICES AND PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Asgrow and the A Design®, Bayer and Bayer Cross 
are registered trademarks of Bayer Group. ©2022 Bayer Group. All Rights Reserved.

MORE BUSHELS
ARE OUT THERE.

ASGROW.COM

All visitors to the Howell farm receive a gift of a wooden plaque 
with a proverb.
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edible oils including soybean oil.
Tom Griffiths, also a USB director, said hosting these tours 

puts a face on the crop for those interested in buying U.S.-
grown soybeans.

“Tours like this help to cement those relationships that 
we’ve been working to build for many years,” Griffiths said. 
“It’s important to all of us as U.S. soybean growers, and it’s 
important to me on my farm, to keep these opportunities 
for international trade open. Our soybean crop grows in 
value with increased exports.”

U.S. Soy International Oil Masters
Becoming a master in all things soybean oil can take time 

and diligence. USSEC, ISA and export partners in Indiana 
for an immersion course like none other into the world of 
soybean oil.

The U.S. Soy International Oil Masters event provided 
customers across the globe an opportunity to not only 
learn from experts in the industry but get a first-hand view 
of everything from soy research and processing to on-farm 
production and end-use destinations.

“Our goal is for our participants to understand the variety 
of advantages U.S. soybean oil delivers to them and to share 
that value back with their own colleagues and peers to 
continue its impact,” McNair said. “They get a first-hand look 
at U.S. Soy in action and gain the tools and connections that 
elevate their understanding of soybean oil.”

The event included on-site visits to Purdue University, 

local soybean farms, a Bunge processing plant, Corteva 
and Kroger retail grocery store. The group of soy oil masters 
heard from economic and research experts discussing U.S. 
Soy’s refining advantages, the outlook for vegetable oils, 
potential uses for soybean oil, supply chain considerations 
and soy oil’s heart health effects. Sustainability and what’s 
next for U.S. Soy were also included as part of the course.

“Soy’s versatility is a major selling point for so many and 
we want to make sure our customers understand why U.S. 
Soy oil delivers advantages to their various regions,” McNair 
said. “We can talk about refining advantages and quality 
controls but seeing it first-hand or connecting with the 
experts makes a difference in how comfortable they feel 
with U.S. Soy.”

Attendees also attended a cooking demonstration by 
certified chefs from the America’s region, a barbecue hosted 
by ISA and receptions to help them get to know the other 
attendees and speakers. USSEC collaborated with several 
organizations to bring this event to life and received funding 
and manpower from ISA, United Soybean Board, USDA 
Foreign Agricultural Service and the USA Poultry and Egg 
Export Council.

The U.S. Soy International Masters program is an annual 
event. Customers interested in participating in a future 
program should contact McNair at wmcnair@ussec.org

Visit www.ussec.org for more details about U.S. Soy export 
efforts. Go to www.unitedsoybean.org for news about the 
national soybean checkoff. For more information on ISA, visit 
www.indianasoybean.com

WISHH graduates entrepreneurs 
from global training for 

high-quality foods and feeds.

WISHH graduates entrepreneurs 
from global training for 

high-quality foods and feeds.

WISHH is a program of the American Soybean Association and is funded in part 
by the United Soybean Board and state soybean board checkoff programs. 

Connect with WISHH 
wishh.org

David and Mary Howell, at center, receive a gift from the foreign visitors to their farm.
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WISHH graduates entrepreneurs 
from global training for 

high-quality foods and feeds.

WISHH graduates entrepreneurs 
from global training for 

high-quality foods and feeds.

WISHH is a program of the American Soybean Association and is funded in part 
by the United Soybean Board and state soybean board checkoff programs. 
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Domestic, or home-grown, sources of fuel 
are critical when prices at the gas pump 
are rapidly rising. The more fuel that can 

be developed in our own country, the lower 
those prices will go. No fuel is more “home-
grown” than the ethanol that is grown in the 
cornfields of Indiana and around America.

According to the Renewable Fuels Association 
(RFA), ethanol for the past few weeks has been 
selling for $1.50 less per gallon than gasoline 
at the wholesale terminals where gasoline is 
blended. E85 is a blend of 85 percent ethanol with 15 percent 
gasoline. Starting June 1, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency approved the year-round sales of E15, also known as 
Unleaded 88, which is a blend of 15 percent ethanol with 85 
percent gasoline.

RFA CEO Geoff Cooper said blending more low-cost fuel 
with gasoline will result in a lower pump price for finished 
fuel. “We’re certainly seeing that at retail stations across 
the country,” Cooper said. “The lowest-priced fuel available 
anywhere in the country today is going to be the fuel with 
the most ethanol in it, and right now that’s E85. But even with 
E15 blends, we’re seeing those priced 30 cents, 40 cents per 
gallon less than E10 – and often 60-80 cents below the cost of 
gasoline without ethanol.”

Ethanol-blended gasoline is also good for the 
environment. The American Lung Association 
reports that ethanol improves air quality by 
replacing some the most harmful components 
in gasoline. This results in 43 percent fewer 
greenhouse gas emissions than gasoline.

Indiana ranks as the fifth-largest producer of 
U.S. ethanol – generating more than 1.2 billion 
gallons per year. A 15th ethanol plant will go online 
in Indiana in 2023, and the Hoosier State produces 
8.1 percent of the total U.S. ethanol output. 

Collectively, these ethanol plants consume nearly 47 percent 
of Indiana’s total corn crop – more than 461 million bushels.

Encouraging ethanol exports
The Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) has several 

programs designed to promote the use and production of 
ethanol. Encouraging ethanol exports to global customers is 
among those programs.

In May, the U.S. Grains Council (USGC) collaborated 
with ICMC to host a group of key ethanol stakeholders 
and influencers in the USGC’s emerging ethanol market 
development countries to visit the United States and 
attend the Indianapolis 500-mile race. The purpose of the 
joint program was to promote ethanol’s economic and 

Indiana corn checkoff works to expand 
markets for ‘home-grown’ ethanol
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Members of the ICMC and USGC tours at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway pose in front of the Arrow McLaren SP racing team’s pit 
area for a photo.
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environmental benefits and enhance the relationship of the 
U.S. ethanol industry with key ethanol stakeholders globally.

“The Indianapolis 500 is an internationally known event, 
and it’s right here in our backyard in Indiana,” said ICMC Board 
Director and USGC Vice President Joshua Miller, a farmer from 
Anderson, Ind. “With the cars on the track using ethanol, we 
can clearly tell the story of how ethanol is good for engines 
and better for the environment than gasoline alone. We were 
very happy to tell this story and host these stakeholders from 
around the world.”

These stakeholders were from Japan, Korea, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and India. Upon arriving in Indiana, the stakeholders 
had the opportunity to meet with several drivers competing in 
the race.

“The Indy 500 was an innovative opportunity to show 
the benefits of ethanol within the racing industry,” said 
Joana Hassan, USGC manager of global ethanol programs. 
“Participants were intrigued to hear IndyCar drivers talk about 
the engine performance and safety ethanol provides as a 
racing fuel.”

After visiting the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, ICMC hosted 
an educational session on ethanol blending and its benefits. 
The group heard from many speakers including Casey’s 
Fuels Director Jake Comer, Indy’s Garage CEO Mark Bayles, 
Shift-S3ctor racing CEO Jason Huang, Pearson Fuels Head of 
Training and Supply Tim Kjosness, and eFlexFuel Technology 
executives Tuomo Isokivijarvi and Juha Honkasalo. The 
presentations facilitated technical conversations about best 
practices for ethanol blending among participants from the 
various countries.

Other states were involved in the USGC tour, as well. Four-
teen participants from Indonesia, Japan and Korea went to 
Illinois to gain on-the-ground experience including stops at 
farms, retail stations and ethanol plants. In a similar fashion, a 
group of 11 participants from India’s automobile trade, govern-
ment and petroleum industry were in Missouri to better un-
derstand the U.S. ethanol value chain and the environmental, 
economic and health benefits ethanol presents. Discussions 
at the various facilities included retail infrastructure, ethanol 
pump technology and production capacity.

Face-to-face visits vital
USGC officials said exposing international stakeholders 

to the U.S. value chain allows them to learn and incorporate 
practices that have helped develop the U.S. ethanol industry. 
Stakeholder visits like this help position the United States as 
a technical resource to countries interested in developing 
favorable ethanol policies to help meet their carbon reduction 
commitments.

These groups also visited farms and ethanol production 
facilities in Illinois and Missouri before wrapping up their trip in 
Indiana.

Hassan said face-to-face connections are vital to enhancing 
the USGC’s of developing markets, enabling trade and 
improving lives. By welcoming these stakeholders, the 
USGC and ICMC were able to showcase the high-quality 

commodities they represent and the relationships they have 

with growers and industry representatives across the country.
“We are grateful to our state partners, Illinois Corn and 

Missouri Corn, for hosting the teams in their states and the 
Indiana Corn Marketing Council for the opportunity to show 
ethanol’s benefits,” she said.

In addition to Miller, others helping to host the tours were 
ICMC President Paul Hodgen, a Putnam, Ind., farmer; Indiana 
Corn Growers Association President Scott Smith, a Windfall, 
Ind., farmer; ICMC Board director J.R. Roesner, a Ferdinand, 
Ind., farmer and a member of the NCGA’s Ethanol Action Team; 
ICMC Biofuels Director Helena Jette and USGC Vice President 
Cary Sifferath.

Face-to-face connections are crucial in enhancing the USGC’s 
mission of developing markets, enabling trade and improving 
lives. By welcoming this team of foreign buyers and stakeholders 
to the States, the Council was able to showcase the high-quality 
commodities it represents and relationships it has with growers 
and industry representatives across the country.

An Indianapolis 500 race car features the Indiana Corn Marketing 
Council and Indiana Soybean Alliance logos. A bottle of Plenish 
cooking oil, made from high oleic soybean oil, is placed near the 
ISA logo.
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U.S. Grains Council (USGC) delegates 
elected Josh Miller, a farmer from 
Anderson, Ind., and representing the 

Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC), as 
chairman of its Board of Directors during its 
62nd Annual Board of Delegates Meeting in 
Sacramento, Calif., on July 27.

“It is important to me to learn as 
much as I possibly can – not just 
about how to do the best job I can 
on the farm, but also to learn as 
much as I can about how what I 
do affects the world as a whole – 
how my efforts create global ripple 
effects that help sustain those who 
need what I grow the most,” Miller 
said during his incoming remarks.

Miller is a fifth-generation 
farmer from Madison County, 

Ind., and produces 2,000 acres of corn and soybeans, 
primarily as a 100 percent no-till row crop operation. He 
is an ICMC board member and was elected to the USGC’s 
officer rotation in 2019. Previously, Miller was a finance 
officer for Lockheed Martin, a contract officer for the U.S. 
government and a U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sergeant. He 
has been awarded the Marine Corps Achievement Medal 
and the 2018 River Friendly Farmer Award.

After his military service, Miller went on to further 
his education and received an undergraduate degree 
in management and economics from the University of 
Maryland and a Master’s of Business Administration with a 
focus in finance from Indiana Wesleyan University.

Miller and his wife, Jennifer, are raising three small boys, 
Liam, 6, Declan, 4, and Cole, 1. Jennifer works full-time 
off the farm as a veterinarian for Elanco Animal Health. 
The Millers, early in their marriage, made a home on the 
northside of Chicago, where she was a companion animal 
veterinarian. Although, they loved living in the city, they 
knew that getting back to the farm and getting closer 
to family was their goal. In 2010, they decided to move 
to Anderson to raise their young family and to work 
full-time on the farm.

Value of USGC’s work
The USGC is a membership-driven 

organization of corn, sorghum, barley 
producers and agribusinesses that support 
free and fair global trade. The Council is 
based in Washington, D.C., but it has a full-

time presence in 13 global markets. The USGC operates 
programs in more than 50 countries.

The Council assists companies that sell farm products 
on the global market, and it helps to educate international 
purchasers. The USGC also conducts research on topics 
such as air quality studies for ethanol or feed ration 
studies for livestock. Miller said the USGC works to help 
international buyers to get the information they need to 
feel confident in purchasing American farm products.

“The U.S Grains council promotes the sale of grains in 
all forms around the world,” Miller explained. “As a farmer, 
I fully understand the value of creating new international 
markets for our crops. I believe we are also helping those 
countries get the best products possible, too.”

Central Indiana farmer, Miller,
elected as chairman of USGC
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Josh Miller

Indiana Corn Marketing Council board director Josh Miller, a 
farmer from Anderson, Ind., was elected chairman of the U.S. 
Grains Council board during a meeting in California on July 27.
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Raising a family is the most important job on the farm for Josh and Jennifer Miller. They are raising three small boys, Liam, 6, 
Declan, 4, and Cole, 1.

Miller said USGC’s work in the aftermath of the African 
Swine Fever (ASF) pandemic in Vietnam and China 
during the past few years is an example of the Council’s 
effectiveness. Once ASF went through and destroyed most 
of the hog operations in that region, some farms there 
switched to poultry production. The USGC was in Asia, 
Miller said, to assist those farms in determining poultry 
feed rations, which was something those farmers had not 
done.

“By helping to grow the poultry sector in Vietnam and 
China, the U.S. Grains Council has encouraged those farms 
to buy U.S. grains to feed their flocks,” he said Miller. “We 
have built a great relationship there. We have a unique 
niche to build positive relationships and educate grain 
buyers internationally.”

With his previous worldwide travel and background, 
Miller admits that his experience is the exception and 
not common in agriculture. He was able to see first-hand 
the global economy and the infrastructure for agriculture 
supply chains. At the end of the day, though, he said, 
“We’re all farmers who just want to feed the world.”

Other elected officers
In addition to Miller, Brent Boydston of Bayer Crop 

Science was elected as USGC Vice Chairman.
Outgoing chairman Chad Willis shared his thanks for the 

USGC’s support during the Covid-19 pandemic.

“My chairman’s mission this year has been Together in 
Trade, and I’m proud to say I’ve seen it in action – not only 
in Council meetings like this one but also overseas with 
customers and our staff in markets around the world,” 
Willis said. “It takes a team of us working together in trade 
and we have and will continue to accomplish so much in 
this way.”

Miller shared his goals for the year and his theme – Live 
the Mission – during his incoming remarks.

“We all have a vested interest in U.S. grains and we each 
have a commitment to make this industry work together 
– and when we live the Council’s mission, we are the best 
we can be,” Miller said.

Earlier in the week, the USGC meeting included 
presentations on the continuing conflict in Ukraine, 
grain trade success stories from the Council’s various 
overseas markets and a peek into the upcoming 
Farm Bill.

The USGC’s 62nd Annual Board of Delegates 
Meeting took place at the Hyatt Regency 
Sacramento, July 25-27. The meeting offered attendees 
three optional features including a tour of an award-
winning olive oil mill, a tour of a hop farm and brewery, 
and a tour of Gold Rush-era buildings in Old Sacramento.

More from the meeting is available on social media 
using the hashtag #Grains22 or go online to
www.grains.org
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Since 2005, the Muncie Indiana Transit System (MITS) 
has been making transportation in Muncie, Ind., a 
little greener by fueling up their fleet of public transit 

buses with cleaner, greener biodiesel.
Made from an increasingly diverse mix of resources such 

as recycled cooking oil, soybean oil and distillers corn oil, 
biodiesel is a cleaner fuel available 
now for use in existing diesel engines 
without modification.

This low-carbon, cleaner burning fuel 
is helping to reduce emissions today 
from trucks, buses, emergency vehicles 
and large equipment. Biodiesel is 
derived from renewable feedstocks 
and its use does not typically require 
expensive investments in refueling or 
recharging infrastructure.

Benefitting the 
environment

MITS is proud to be a member 
of the B20 Club of Indiana — a 
collaboration between the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance (ISA) and the 
American Lung Association that 
recognizes and supports the efforts of 
Indiana-based fleets using biodiesel 
blends of B20 or higher for at least six 
months out of the year.

“My whole team really embraces 
the use of biodiesel,” said Larry (Pete) 
Shields, MITS Director of Maintenance. 
“Not only does the cleaner-burning 
fuel mean less maintenance for my 
team, we love that it lowers our carbon 
footprint and provides the residents of Muncie with cleaner 
transit options.”

A single commuter choosing one of their 33 full-size 
buses over driving a personal car will reduce approximately 
5,000 pounds of carbon dioxide emissions annually. By 
using nearly 150,000 gallons of biodiesel annually instead 
of conventional diesel, MITS contributes to an annual 
carbon reduction equivalent to planting over 4,000 trees.

“MITS has a very strong responsibility to the community,” 

says Amanda Price-Clark, General Manager. “It’s part of our 
core mission to serve Muncie and to be cognizant of how 
we’re affecting the community.”

In addition to their buses, MITS uses B20 to fuel 50 
percent of their service trucks.

Reducing reliance
on foreign oil

Biodiesel is currently the second 
largest user of soybean oil in 
the United States. According to 
Biodiesel.org, an online library of 
biodiesel resources maintained by 
Clean Fuels Alliance America, the 
demand for soybean oil has grown 
300 percent in the last decade, 
offering a clear benefit to soybean 
farmers.

“I grew up around farm families, 
so biodiesel use at MITS is really 
important to me,” says Larry 
Featherston, group leader at 
MITS. “Both my grandfathers were 
farmers as well as my uncle and 
cousins. Knowing the benefit 
biodiesel has to farmers and the 
environment, it’s an obvious choice 
to keep using it at MITS.”

Today biodiesel accounts for 13 
percent more profit for soybean 
farmers while also positively 
impacting the price of soybean 
meal for the poultry and livestock 
industries.

“It’s incredible to know that 
the soybeans we grow are helping our planet while also 
reducing our reliance on imported oil,” said ISA Board 
Chair Jim Douglas, a farmer from Flat Rock, Ind. “And since 
biodiesel is made from soy byproducts, it doesn’t require 
any extra land or resources on our part to contribute to the 
growing demand.”

To learn more about how biodiesel is keeping Muncie To 
learn more about how biodiesel is keeping Muncie cleaner 
and greener, go online to b20clubindiana.org/members/MITS
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The Indiana Biodiesel logo and the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance logo are featured prominently 
on the Muncie city buses. The Muncie Indiana 
Transit System (MITS) has been making 
transportation a little greener by fueling up 
their fleet of public buses with cleaner, greener 
biodiesel.

Biodiesel provides cleaner and 
‘greener’ public transit in Muncie

Amanda Price-Clark Larry Pete Shields

BY LAURA HAHN
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Learn more about biodiesel programs and availability at Indianasoybean.com.

BRINGING 
VALUE
BACK TO 
THE FARM

Biodiesel is accelerating the demand for Indiana soybeans and has boosted soybean 

farmers' income by $36 per acre. Indiana Soybean Alliance puts checkoff dollars to work 

by promoting and expanding the availability of biodiesel in local farm communities.

Scan for more
information
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To keep our soil and waters ready for the next generation, we have to put research

results into practice. On-farm trials can help identify more opportunities, improve stewardship

and create a sustainable farm future. Partnering with companies across Indiana,

the corn and soybean checkoffs support continuous improvement of

environmental stewardship for today and tomorrow.

Learn more about on-farm conservation programs offered by the checkoffs
at YourCheckoff.org or by scanning the QR codes below.

SUSTAINING
VALUE FOR 
TOMORROW'S 
FARM

INfield Advantage Indiana Agriculture Nutrient Alliance



SUMMER 2022 35    INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST34   

What is the USDA’s NRCS
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service helps 

America’s farmers conserve the nation’s soil, water, air 
and other natural resources. All programs are voluntary 
and offer science-based solutions that benefit both the 

landowner and the environment. To learn more about 
NRCS and what it does go online to www.in.nrcs.usda.
gov. Or, follow NRCS on Twitter at https://twitter.com/
IndianaNRCS

Do you have 
natural resource 
concerns on your 
land that are 
hindering your ability to maximize 
yields or making it difficult to efficiently 
use all the land available to you? Are 
you dealing with flooding on areas 
of your property? Is soil eroding off 
your land due to wind, runoff or other 

factors? Have you considered making 
the switch to no-till farming to help your land while also 
saving money on fuel?

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
has voluntary conservation programs available to help you 
to resolve these issues and more that might be negatively 
impacting your land. NRCS has a service center assisting 
every county throughout Indiana and each of our local district 
conservationists is committed to helping you help the land.

NRCS assistance comes in many forms, but all our 
programs are voluntary and designed to help you address 
natural resource concerns on your land that would be 
financially difficult to rectify on 
your own. An easy first step toward 
working with NRCS is to utilize the free 
conservation concerns tools located at 
Farmers.gov/conservation/concerns-
tool. This tool can help you identify 
areas where’d you like assistance. Then 
locate your local service center by 
visiting Farmers.gov/service-locator and 
call for an appointment or stop by the 
office.

Your local district conservationist will 
talk through the concerns you have 
identified and start working with you 

to build a conservation plan to address them. 
NRCS technical assistance is always free and 
provides personalized advice and information, 
based on the latest science and research, to 

help you make informed decisions on your land. For more 
information about conservation planning with NRCS visit 
go.usa.gov/xJmvu

If you choose to take the next step towards improving 
your operation, your district conservationist can help you 
apply for financial assistance through one of NRCS’s Farm 
Bill programs. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) is NRCS’s flagship program and provides cost-share 
assistance to help you implement a wide variety of practices 
including transitioning to no-till, planting cover crops, 
addressing issues caused by excess water, developing a 
nutrient management plan and more. For information about 
all the conservation programs available visit Farmers.gov/
conservation-programs.

Historically underserved farmers such as farmers of color, 
limited resource farmers, veterans and beginning farmers are 
eligible for higher payment rates, advanced payments to help 
you implement practices and priority consideration during 

the application ranking process. Your 
district conservationist can assist you 
with determining eligibility.

For more than 80 years NRCS has 
been committed to helping people 
help the land. Through our free 
technical assistance and financial 
assistance programs our goal is to 
help you address the concerns already 
impacting your land, so please reach 
out to your local district conservationist 
and see how he or she can help, no 
string attached. We look forward to 
working with you.

Indiana NRCS is committed to helping
you help the land

Jerry Raynor

BY JERRY RAYNOR, Indiana State Conservationist
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To keep our soil and waters ready for the next generation, we have to put research

results into practice. On-farm trials can help identify more opportunities, improve stewardship

and create a sustainable farm future. Partnering with companies across Indiana,

the corn and soybean checkoffs support continuous improvement of

environmental stewardship for today and tomorrow.

Learn more about on-farm conservation programs offered by the checkoffs
at YourCheckoff.org or by scanning the QR codes below.

SUSTAINING
VALUE FOR 
TOMORROW'S 
FARM

INfield Advantage Indiana Agriculture Nutrient Alliance
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Central Indiana 
accumulated 1.2 inches of 
rain in the month of June, 
which was 73 percent 
below the 30-year average for June. In 
addition, several days were observed 
with max air temperatures above 95 
degrees Fahrenheit. Therefore, as high 
temperatures continue to persist and 
soils begin to dry out, this begs the 
question of what will happen to the 

corn crop? And, should I be concerned?
The good news is that corn originated from a tropical 

grass and has been observed to withstand temperatures 
upwards of 112-degrees F for short periods, with plant 
growth typically decreasing when temperatures exceed 
95-degrees F. Therefore, temperatures in the mid-90s during 
the afternoon typically do not impact corn photosynthetic 
capacity and yield if soil moisture is adequate.

Overall, young corn in the vegetative growth stages is 
fairly tolerant to high temperatures and drought conditions. 
In addition, dry soil conditions early in the season can 
encourage deeper rooting of corn, which will likely assist 
the corn plant with moisture access later in the season if the 

dry conditions persist. Deeper root systems 
allow the plant to access greater volumes of 
soil for increased moisture access.

The combination of hot, sunny days 
and increased drought stress in corn can limit the total 
water uptake of growing plants, thus resulting in reduced 
photosynthesis. Symptoms of drought stress include 
leaf rolling which is due to plants closing leaf stomates 
to limit the transpiration of moisture through the plants. 
Although the attempt to limit transpiration of moisture can 
help a stressed corn plant, closed stomates can reduce 
plant photosynthesis due to reduced carbon dioxide 
accumulation.

The earlier leaf rolling occurs in the day; and the longer 
the duration of leaf rolling is observed, the more stress the 
plant is under, and the more potential yield loss can occur. 
Yield loss estimates have been previously quantified when 
drought stress and leaf rolling occur for four consecutive 
days or more. (See Table 1)

Affects of drought stress
Significant drought stress during vegetative growth can 

impact plant development and size and ear size potential. 
(Potential kernel number per row is more sensitive to 
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Lack of rain, high temperatures may cause 
heat and drought stress for corn

Dan Quinn

BY DANIEL QUINN, PH.D.
Purdue Extension Corn Specialist
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environmental stress than kernel row number per ear.) In 
addition, since dry soil conditions limit water uptake of a 
corn plant, these conditions can also limit nutrient uptake. 
For example, potassium deficiency is often observed under 
drought stress conditions.

As corn approaches maximum height and pollination, this 
is when the risk of yield loss due to heat and drought stress 
is the greatest. Corn water use increases from emergence to 
approximately the V15 growth stage where water use peaks 
through silking and pollination and until the R2 growth stage 
(blister) before decreasing. (See Table 2)

Corn needs approximately 0.33 inches per day of water 

during peak demand and temperature, humidity level, and 
cloud cover can impact the total amount of daily water 
lost. Significant heat and water stress that occurs 7-10 
days ahead of silking and throughout pollination can result 
in delayed silk emergence, reduced silk elongation, and 
silk desiccation. Once the tassel has emerged and pollen 
shed has begun, a corn plant will only shed pollen for 
approximately seven days. Delayed silk emergence can 
cause poor synchrony of pollen shed with silk emergence 
and elongation, thus reducing kernel number and yield.

In addition, extreme heat stress (higher than 100-degrees 
F) can kill pollen. However, pollen shed does not occur on 
one single day and peak pollen shed typically occurs in the 
morning when temperatures are lower.

Overall, corn is fairly tolerant to heat and drought 
conditions during early vegetative growth. However, if the 
heat and drought continue to persist and severe plant stress 
is observed, plant photosynthetic capacity and yield can be 
lost.

Where heat and drought stress can become a significant 
problem is during pollination and silking. Therefore, it will be 
important to continue to monitor the weather and the corn 
crop throughout Indiana the next few weeks and maybe try 
out a few “rain dances” as we begin to approach some of the 
most critical growth stages in the life cycle of the corn plant.

Subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Farm Credit Mid-America is an equal opportunity lender and equal 
opportunity provider. 

WE’VE BEEN HERE FOR
FARMERS SINCE 1916.
AND WE’RE HERE
FOR YOU NOW.

OFFERING LOANS, 
LEASES AND CROP 
INSURANCE SOLUTIONS. 
CONTACT US TODAY TO 
LEARN MORE.

Corn Growth Stage
Percent estimated yield loss 
per day of observed drought 
stress (%)

Early Vegetative Growth (VE 
– V12)

1 – 3

Late Vegetative Growth (V12 
– VT)

2 – 5

Pollination to Blister (R2) 3 – 9

Milk (R3) 3 – 6

Dough (R4) 3 – 5

Dent (R5) 2 – 4

Physiological Maturity (R6) 0

Growth Stage
Daily Water Use 

(in)
Total Water Needed per 

Growth Stage (in)

Emergence (VE) 0.08 0.08

4-leaf (V4) 0.1 1.8

8-leaf (V8) 0.18 2.9

12-leaf (V12) 0.26 1.8

Early Tassel (R1) 0.32 3.8

Silking (R2) 0.32 3.8

Blister Kernel (R3) 0.32 1.9

Beginning Dent 
(R4)

0.24 3.8

Full Dent (R5.5) 0.2 3.8

Physiological 
Maturity (R6)

0.1 1.4

TABLE 1

TABLE 2
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Join the Bean Team and help tell the story 
of Indiana agriculture at the Indiana State 
Fair. The Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) is 

seeking volunteers to work in the Glass Barn 
during the Indiana State Fair, July 29 through 
Aug. 21. The Glass Barn is the state’s premier soybean 
educational facility. The Glass Barn opened in 2013 at the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds to teach the public about modern 
farming practices and technology.

Volunteers who work a 4-hour shift will receive a free 
t-shirt, a ticket to the Indiana State Fair and a meal coupon. 
ISA needs more than 200 volunteers to help staff the 

Glass Barn during this year’s State Fair. 
Volunteers will help visitors take part in 
various hands-on Glass Barn exhibits 
such as operating the interactive combine 
simulator, playing the BeanGo game 

to earn this year’s Glass Barn Hat, taking photos in the 
PictureU booths and answering quiz questions about Indiana 
agriculture during Farmer Chats for prizes.

“Farmer volunteers are vital members of our Bean Team 
because they represent the faces and voices of the story we 
tell at the Glass Barn,” said ISA Board Director Elaine Gillis, a 
farmer from Dunkirk, Ind. “Volunteering on the Bean Team is 
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Join the Bean Team and volunteer at the 
Glass Barn during the Indiana State Fair
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.
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fun and easy. We hope to have a record number of farmers 
sign up and participate this year. Volunteers aren’t limited to 
farmers. Anyone who has a passion for farming, education 
and ag technology is welcome to volunteer.”

To sign up for the Bean Team, email beanteam@
indianasoybean.com

2022 Glass Barn updates
Even those who can’t volunteer this year are encouraged 

to visit the Glass Barn during the Indiana State Fair.
ISA has updated three of the Glass Barn’s most popular 

exhibits for 2022. First, the “Soy You Think You Can Farm” 
video game has received a retro refresh. Introduced nearly 
a decade ago, this game teaches visitors about agriculture 
from planting to harvest. However, the game play is new 
and improved. Plus, the games have been moved into 
old-school-style arcade cabinets. The players will have the 
opportunity to plant soybeans, use drone technology to 
detect and prevent weeds as well as protect against pests. 
Later, players will harvest the soybeans and determine the 
number of families they were able to feed with their crop. 
The top 10 scores of each day will be displayed. There is 
also an online version that can be played on a computer or 
mobile device after leaving the Glass Barn.

The Bean Market has received a facelift, too, and it looks 
more like a convenient store complete with a frozen foods 
section, biofuels pump and a new game called “Soy Market 
Spree!” In this interactive experience, visitors will scan items 
on a grocery list and learn how soybeans play a role in their 
development. Items like newspapers, birthday candles, 
ice cream and hot dogs can be scanned to complete the 
shopping list. But keep an eye on the clock to make sure 
time doesn’t run out on the shopping spree.

Another update includes new content at the Glass Barn’s 
WeGrow Theater. This exhibit presents ISA’s Featured Farmer 
videos. These informative short films have been expanded 
to highlight the journey of the soybean from the field to 
soybean oil, biodiesel, new uses, livestock feed and more. 
Live chats will feature new and returning presenters at 11 
a.m., 2 and 4 p.m. each day. Visitors may ask questions of 
these presenters.

Soybean products in use
In addition to the new content, upgraded screens, 

benches and graphics, there have also been physical 
improvements to the Glass Barn. SynLawn, a synthetic 
turf includes ingredients made from soybeans, has been 
installed in the facility. Also, the sidewalks around the Glass 
Barn have been treated with PoreShield, a soybean-based 
concrete durability enhancer.

Along with these Glass Barn improvements, soybeans will 
have an increased presence at other places around the fair 

this year. Such as:
   • The State Fair’s fleet of company vehicles will use 

a soybean-based motor oil made by Biosynthetic 
Technologies. Nearly three pounds of soybeans is used 
in each quart of oil.

   • ISA is working with the State Fair food vendors to cook 
with high oleic soybean oil in their deep fryers. For 
customers, high oleic soybean oil offers less saturated 
fat, no trans-fat and meets the nutritional needs for a 
growing number of people.

   • Soy biodiesel will again power the State Fair’s “Midway 
rides” and tractor shuttles.

   • And lastly, in a partnership with the Indiana FFA, 
SynLawn turf is used on the putt-putt golf course in the 
FFA Pavilion. About 15,000 consumers play putt-putt 
each year.

Sharing agriculture’s story is top priority for Indiana’s 
farmers and ISA.

“We appreciate the fact that, as professionals in the ag 
industry, we have a unique opportunity to share the ag 
story with those who are unfamiliar,” said Matt Keller, ISA 
Marketing Outreach Manager. “This is our chance to show 
our visitors why farming is so important to all Hoosiers. 
It’s also a chance to highlight the ways our farmers are 
good stewards of the land, and the many innovative ways 
soybeans are being used at home and abroad.”

For additional information about the Glass Barn, go online 
to www.glassbarn.org
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The Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA), in partnership 
with the Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC), the 
Indiana Department of Agriculture (ISDA) and Truterra, 

LLC, the sustainability solutions business and subsidiary of 
Land O’Lakes, Inc., one of America’s largest farmer-owned 
cooperatives, announced the opening of the enrollment 
period through August 1 for the INfield Advantage program 
cover crop trials.

The INfield Advantage program offers Indiana farmers 
resources and tools to try cover crops on their farms and 
evaluate the results before deciding to adopt the practice. 
With emerging carbon 
market opportunities, 
INfield Advantage 
provides farmers a 
chance to prepare their 
farms for participation in these new markets.

Farmers enrolled in INfield Advantage will have their 
acres entered into the Truterra™ sustainability tool, a digital 
platform that helps farmers, ag retailers and food companies 
to target and measure sustainability progress and return-
on-investment in real time, field-by-field. The Truterra™ 
sustainability tool will be used to benchmark farmers’ 
current practices and track progress and improvement over 
time in the cover crop split-field trial. To be eligible for the 

cover crop trial, farmers must plant 
cover crops, and a 40-80-acre field is 
recommended for the trial. Twenty acres of cover crop seed 
will be provided, and farmers may be eligible to receive a 
$200 sign-up incentive upon enrollment. More information 
about eligibility requirements and registration can be found 
online at www.infieldadvantage.org

“I understand that making changes to your farm can be 
risky and expensive,” said ISA Board Chair Jim Douglas, a 
farmer from Flat Rock, Ind. “So, INfield Advantage will equip 
farmers with tools and resources to test cover crops and 

collect data from 
those fields. INfield 
Advantage offers a 
unique opportunity 
for farmers in Indiana 

to manage the economics of adopting new conservation 
practices on their farm that can improve both their 
environmental footprint and their bottom line.”

Funding for the program is provided by a grant through the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and ISA and 
ICMC checkoff dollars, which will cover all costs of farmer 
participation – including soil testing. INfield Advantage 
has partnered with Ceres Solutions, which is a part of the 
Truterra network and uses the Truterra™ sustainability tool 
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INfield Advantage to help Indiana 
farmers test cover crop benefits
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to enable additional agronomic and technical assistance to 
participating farmers.

“Soil health and water quality initiatives are increasingly 
important to the long-term resilience of agriculture and 
environmental quality,” said ISDA Director Bruce Kettler. 
“Thanks to our many partners, we are excited to again offer 
a cover crop trial that gives farmers the means to collect 
on-farm data, reduce risk of trying new management, and 
provide the means to make sound agronomic choices while 
improving the environment.”

Beck’s Superior Hybrids is providing the cover crop seed 
for INfield Advantage. Beck’s, based in Atlanta, Ind., is the 
largest family-owned retail seed company and the third-
largest seed brand in the United States. ISA Sustainability 
and Value Creation Director Ben Forsythe said Beck’s has 
been an INfield Advantage partner since 2019, and he’s 
grateful of Beck’s enthusiam to help with seed selection and 
logistics.

Although the registration for this trial has passed, INfield 
Advantage also offers tillage and nitrogen use efficiency 
trials throughout the year – in addition to cover crops. 
This test is designed to help Indiana farmers test drive 
practice changes for three of the largest indicators of a farm 
operations’ greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

Getting set up and entering farm data in the Truterra™ 
sustainability tool will help farmers better position 
themselves to access future revenue opportunities 
through emerging ecosystem markets such as carbon. 
Truterra launched its carbon program in February 2021. It 
is a transformational carbon program that helps farmers 
generate and sell carbon credits to private sector 
buyers. Participating in future carbon programs requires 
conservation practices such as cover crops that sequester 
carbon and collecting specific data on these practices. 
INfield Advantage is another way for farmers to prepare to 

participate in these markets as they become available.
“We’re excited to continue to be a collaborator in this 

opportunity that allows Indiana farmers to test drive 
on-farm conservation practices that could benefit the 
environment and boost their bottom line,” said Spencer 
Herbert, Conservation Manager, Truterra, LLC. “Using our 
sustainability tool in these collaborative programs will help 
farmers prepare for future market opportunities – including 
carbon programs such as the Truterra™ carbon program – 
while minimizing the risks inherent in any practice change.”

To learn more about the program, visit infieldadvantage.org 
or email covercrops@isda.in.gov

ASA accepting applications for Conservation Legacy Awards
Are you using a reduced tillage practice on your farm? Do you 

grow cover crops? Have you taken steps to improve energy effi-
ciency or water quality? These are just a few conservation prac-
tices used on some farms today that can help produce sustain-
able U.S. soybeans. Different regions of the country have their 
own unique challenges and ways to approach conservation and 
sustainability. We want to hear your farm’s conservation story.

The ASA’s Conservation Legacy Awards program recognizes 
outstanding environmental and conservation achievements of 
U.S. soybean farmers. Award winners receive:
   • An expense-paid trip for two to Commodity Classic March 

9-11, 2023, in Orlando, Fla.
   • Recognition at the ASA Awards Banquet at Commodity 

Classic.

   • A feature story and news segment on their farm in 
Farm Journal magazine and on the AgDay television 
show.

   • Video on each award winner’s farm and 
conservation practices.

All applications must be submitted by Aug. 15. For 
more information on the Conservation Legacy Awards 
Program, contact Michelle Hummel at 314-754-1328 or 
email mhummel@soy.org

In addition to ASA, sponsors of this award include 
the United Soybean Board, Bayer, Valent and BASF. For 
additional information, go to the ASA’s website at www.
soygrowers.com and click on Key Issues & Initiatives. A 
link can be found there.
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Shortly after Gary Lamie’s death in 2013, the Indiana 
Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) remembered the 
Tippecanoe County farmer’s contributions by naming 

a Purdue University scholarship after him.
Lamie – ICMC president in 2013 and a key player in 

establishing the state’s corn checkoff program – was 
known by his efforts to explore new uses for corn, helping 
fellow growers. This drive lives through the annual $50,000 
scholarship that has funded Purdue College of Agriculture’s 
Graduate Student Corn Research Assistantships for almost 
a decade.

Dr. Bernie Engel, associate dean and 
director of agricultural research and graduate 
education in Purdue’s College of Engineering, 
and ICMC put out the call each January 
for master’s and doctoral degree students 
working in corn research. The university and 
ICMC review applications and, in the summer, 
Engel’s office narrows these to two students 
who will receive $25,000 each to help support 
their research and living expenses for a year.

He has filled this role for three years, and he 
and the ICMC board look for highly qualified 
graduate students working on corn-related issues. “And 
then, it’s really about trying to understand the potential 
impact they may have as future leaders within industry, 
within government agencies, even back on a farm,” he 
explained. “How are they going to impact the corn industry 
as we think about the future?”

Last year fewer than 10 applicants threw their hat in the 
ring, but he noted the final two is always a difficult decision 
since applicants are all top students whose projects often 
intersect with ICMC goals. In 2021, his office selected PhD 
candidates Ana Morales-Ona and Seth Tolley. The two 
recently filmed individual short video presentations for the 
ICMC board to summarize their year of research.

Engel said the focus of each candidate is unique, but they 
do share a common thread of using UAV (unmanned aerial 
vehicle, or drone) imaging as part of their toolkits. Tolley’s 
work in part focuses on measurements to help select corn 
varieties to breed for future yields, and Morales-Ona’s 
examines how imaging can be refined to measure corn 
health in the field and identify problems such as disease in 
order to mitigate them earlier.

Drone data challenges
Morales-Ona noted research she has worked on for the 

past year is part of a larger on-farm project on nitrogen use 
efficiency and the methodology for determining use. She 
has been examining fields in five counties in north, south-
central and eastern Indiana. While she collected most of 
her own data, she also drew from data sets amassed by two 
professors – Dr. Jim Camberato, an extension soil fertility 
specialist, and Dr. Bob Nielsen, aka “the Purdue Corn Guy.”

She explained UAVs are an important tool for agronomic 
research, as they allow a bigger overview of 
a field and can be mounted with different 
sensors that help focus scouting work. Corn 
plants interact with sunlight in different ways 
depending on their health, which is the basis 
for NDVI near-infrared (NIR) imaging. The 
Normalized Difference Vegetation Index is a 
mathematical formula that uses both NIR and 
visible light reflected by plants to determine 
plant-growth density and health.

Her work has included making NDVI data 
more efficient by determining when imaging 

benefits from “masking,” or removing unneeded background 
image data such as soil and plant shadows. This can be 
used toward corn yield prediction and to assess the effects 
of fertilizer treatments – the goal is to use known sensor 
information as inputs for future crop modeling.

“We can use them to do simulations,” Morales-Ona 
explained. For instance, what would be the yield in a 
cornfield at different temperatures? With different soil? With 
different seeding rate?

And while UAVs are great tools to search for problems 
in a planted field, they won’t fully replace on-ground crop 
scouts, as evidenced by her own in-field work. “At least it 
can help us to be more efficient to know where to go” in the 
field to look for plant problems, she noted, “instead of just 
going around the field without a specific objective.”

On the ground, Morales-Ona said her work should help 
farmers make sooner and better decisions about their crop 
in the short term when they can get data faster and more 
efficiently. Long-term, she can assess regions around the 
state on their soil, weather and management practices – 
also with the goal of advising farmers on crop planning.

Lamie scholars’ work seeks corn yield 
yields and health improvements
BY ANN HINCH

Dr. Bernie Engel
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Her doctoral advisor at Purdue is extension corn specialist Dr. Daniel Quinn; 
she previously completed her master’s program at Purdue under Nielsen and 
Camberato. She first came to Indiana in 2017 as a visiting scholar from her 
home country, Ecuador, having earned her bachelor’s degree in 2014 from 
Universidad Zamorano, an agricultural institution in Honduras.

Continuing yield goals
Tolley is actually a “three-peater,” first approved for the Lamie scholarship 

in 2020, again in 2021 – and yet again into 2023 (along with master’s candidate 
Brendan Hanson, whose work focuses on nutrient partitioning in corn under 
differing environments and inputs).

With the first scholarship, Tolley extended his PhD research working 
with phenotyping technology and UAVs to collect plant data and using ear 
photometry for phenotyping. During the growing season of 2020, he monitored 
growth and development of corn using specific reference measurements; and 
used photometry to assess yield components such as kernels per ear, length 
of ear and kernel weight.

Seed companies use this kind of technology to develop greater-yielding 
hybrids, and he wanted to validate and demonstrate their utility.

Conducting an on-farm trial in Shelby County, Ind., from left, Ana Morales-Ona poses with farmer Kent Simpson and students Marce-
la Bulnes and Jeanine Arana. Morales-Ona said Simpson, who is now retired, was an influence in her decision to continue on-farm 
trials. Morales-Ona added she still uses the data she acquired in that trial.

PhD candidate Ana Morales-Ona scouts 
an Indiana cornfield as part of her Indiana 
Corn Marketing Council research at Purdue 
University.
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In the past year, Tolley said he brought more specific 
genomic data into this process, to integrate with 
phenotyping toward yield prediction. Three of the studies in 
his video to the ICMC board included heterotic patterns of 
temperate (common to the Midwest) and tropical maize by 
ear photometry; multi-trait genomic prediction of grain yield 
on a plot and ear basis; and row selection in remote-sensing 
in both corn and sorghum.

His long-term project is to integrate remote sensing, ear 
photometry and genomics for yield prediction. He explained 
the tools and techniques need to be assessed for use in 
improving genetic gain in corn breeding programs, and 
studies such as his can be used to inform commercial 
breeding. “He is tremendous,” Engel said of Tolley’s research 
being chosen three years in a row as a Lamie recipient.

Tolley likes that his research has afforded him 
opportunities to work with scholars in disciplines outside of 
crop sciences at Purdue, such as in engineering and animal 

sciences.
After earning a bachelor’s degree at the University of 

Illinois-Champaign in 2017, he transferred to Purdue and 
completed his master’s program in 2019 under advisor Dr. 
Mohsen Mohammadi, who specializes in wheat breeding 
and quantitative genetics. His doctoral advisor is Dr. Mitchell 
Tuinstra, Wickersham Chair of Excellence in Agricultural 
Research.

“I like the work that I’m doing a lot right now, but ideally 
I’d like to move over into industry and continue to work on 
the projects I’m doing now – just in a commercial space,” 
Tolley said of his post-doctoral plans. “The primary goal (of 
this research) would be that these methodologies would 
be used in breeding programs, and would result in greater 
yields for farmers, at the end of the day.”

Plowing forward on research
He noted of the Lamie scholarship, “It’s made it so I 

Seth Tolley’s long-term project is to integrate remote sensing, ear photometry and genomics for yield 
prediction.

Amid COVID-19 restrictions, 
Set Tolley offered his 
research findings via Zoom 
presentations. In 2020, 
he monitored the growth 
and development of corn 
using specific reference 
measurements; and used 
photometry to assess yield 
components such as kernels 
per ear, length of ear and 
kernel weight.

Seth Tolley
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haven’t had to worry about financial support … and with it, 
I think we’ve been able to use a few more remote sensing 
applications, as well.”

The scholarship funds half the recipients’ working time 
through the year, Engel said. It also helps finance their 
attendance at a professional meeting in their field of study 
so they can present their findings to and network with 
future colleagues. Those receiving the scholarship have 
completed their coursework and chosen a research focus 
at the time of selection, but they still have leeway to work 
out their specific methodology over the following year.

And while Engel’s office, with the ICMC board’s support, 
typically tries to select one master’s and one PhD 
candidate each year, it’s not a rule – as evidenced by last 
year’s two doctoral recipients.

Engel pointed out not every recipient comes from a 
farming background, but Morales-Ona and Tolley each do 
in different ways.

Tolley grew up on a corn, soybean and cattle farm near 
Avon, Ill., where his parents and brother continue to work. 
He took an early liking more to the plants than the animals, 
“so it was kind of a natural fit to go into agronomy.”

In an interview last year, he explained, “I think plants are 
fascinating; it is incredible to me that a single kernel of corn 
can produce an ear with over 600 kernels.”

Morales-Ona is a city girl from Quito, the capital of 
Ecuador – but her grandfather, Pablo Ona, had a farm about 
an hour away. “I wanted to know more,” she said. “When 
you grow up in a city, you’ve got a lot of questions about 
farming. I used to have a lot of questions. ‘How does this 
happen?’ and ‘How is this grown?’”

Ona passed two years ago, but she said he was 
excited about her studies, as she was the only one of 16 

grandchildren to go into agriculture. Working with growers 
now reminds her of learning from him, and her post-
doctoral goal is to stay in academia as a crop extension 
specialist.

“I love extension and interacting with farmers and crop 
advisors, and learning from each other,” Morales-Ona said, 
adding she would like to mentor future students as well.

Engel explained ICMC’s support is about more than 
financing one study for one year – it’s a long-term 
investment in the industry. “What (ICMC members are) 
really doing is supporting good research that’s relevant 
to Indiana farmers, and second, as a result of that, they’re 
really supporting someone who’s hopefully going to stay 
in the state or the region, who’s going to be a leader in the 
industry of corn.”

Ana Morales-Ona’s research examines how imaging can be 
refined to measure corn health in the field and identify problems 
such as disease in order to mitigate them earlier.

Ana Morales-Ona present some of her research finding at a 
recent program. She said her work should help farmers make 
sooner and better decisions about their crop in the short term 
when they can get data faster and more efficiently.

Ana Morales-Ona prepares to launch a drone, or Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle (UAV), in an Indiana cornfield this spring
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There’s no place like home . . .”
When I walked back into the Indiana Farm Service 

Agency (FSA) State Office on April 11, 2022, it really 
did feel like home.

Hello, my name is Julia Wickard, and I am blessed and 
honored to be serving as the State Executive 
Director of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), Indiana Farm Service Agency. I served 
in this role from August 2009 to January 
2017 and have been given the opportunity to 
return to the agency I grew to love; to work 
with the best public servants in America – 
FSA employees; and to serve all of you – the 
American farmer.

I live on our family’s homesteaded family 
farm in eastern Hancock County where 
we raise Registered Angus cattle and 
Registered Boer goats. I am thankful to work 
in agriculture every day and return to the farm 
every night. This balance keeps me grounded and allows me 
to view the issues as a policymaker, while thinking about the 
practicality as a producer.

Agriculture is confronted with challenges every day. As 
farmers, you deal with ever-changing weather patterns, the 
instability of markets, supply-chain disruptions, and the 
ebb and flow of farm programs which change as new 
farm policy is enacted at the state and national levels. 

For all of this, I want to say thank you for all you do to manage 
through these issues, while consistently feeding and fueling 
the United States of American and our global partners.

By 2050, 70 percent more food will be needed to feed our 
growing population. We know that agriculture is the single 

largest employer in the world with 17 percent of 
the civilian workforce involved in some facet of 
American agriculture. We have 2.1 million farms 
across America on more than 914 million acres, 
with 94,000 farmers in Indiana who care for 
nearly 15 million acres of farmland. Year-in and 
year-out, as an American farmer, you feed 155 
people.

All of these numbers lead to partnerships, 
and one of the most unique partnerships in 
America is that between farmers and the USDA 
FSA. The relationship you have with your local 
FSA office and the county office staff is one of 
trust and loyalty. The programs offered by FSA, 

authorized by Congress, provide a safety net through the 
administration of farm commodity, conservation, farm loan, 
and disaster programs. Our offices have and always will stand 
ready to serve you.

I am glad to be back home at FSA and to serve Indiana 
agriculture at the federal level. At any time, if you have 
questions or if I can be of assistance to you, please email me 
at julia.wickard@usda.gov

Back home again in Indiana
Farm Service Agency

Julia Wickard

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT

“
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soyleic.com

That means the future 
of a healthier food system 
isn’t manufactured —  
it’s grown.

See why soybean farmers are 
embracing SOYLEIC®.

SOYLEIC® is a non-GMO, high-oleic option for 
today’s soybean farmers — and those they serve.

• Maturity Groups for Your Area
• Competitive Yields
• Added Value for Culinary and Livestock Markets

734 S. Country Club Drive
Jefferson City, MO 65109

(573) 635-3819

When the world relies 
on you for healthy food 
choices, rely on SOYLEIC®
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REMEMBER,
HE
CREATED
YOU
FOR THIS.
Don’t be afraid. Just believe. Mark 5:36


