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CHAIR ’S  REVIEW

Wow, how time flies! As I get to the end of my two-
year term as Chair of the Membership & Policy 
Committee (M&P) on the ISA board, I look back 

at all the opportunities I have had and the contacts that I 
have made. I am very grateful for this time and want to thank 
everyone who has made this opportunity such a blessing. I 
can’t wait to get involved in the next opportunity that comes 
along as I continue my term as an ISA director.

As we go into winter and plan for next year’s crop, repair 
equipment and haul grain, 
remember to attend a 
meeting. There is always 
time to learn something 
and stay up to date on what 
is new. Here at ISA we just 
wrapped up the Ag Policy 
Forum, which reviews policy 
and regulative issues that 
affect us as farmers. The 
topic for this year’s forum 
was focused on supply 
chain problems and related 
transportation issues.

Mike Steenhoek, the 
executive director of the 
Soy Transportation Coalition (STC), gave us an update on the 
recently signed $1.2 trillion federal infrastructure bill and how 
it is good for farmers. Steenhoek stated that more than half of 
this will go to major road and bridge projects, ports and inland 
waterways upgrades, freight railroads and airport plans and 
electric infrastructure development.

Some of these funds will be spent in rural areas, which is 
positive for farmers. This should help us move our products 
faster, easier and help our bottom line.

I have had the privilege of serving on the STC board with 
Mike Steenhoek for the past several years and they do a lot of 

influential work for the soybean industry. The STC is like the 
ISA M&P committee, the American Soybean Association or 
any other policy group, they rely on the involvement of hard-
working farmers like you and me.

Nearly 100 people attended the Ag Policy Forum earlier 
this month. That figure included some industry partners such 
as equipment dealers and chemical manufacturers. Also 
attending were interested stakeholders such as legislative 
staff members from Sen. Mike Braun, Sen. Todd Young, Rep. 

Jim Banks, Rep. Jim Baird, 
Rep. Larry Bucshon and state 
lawmakers, too.

The largest group that 
attended were farmers who 
care about the future of their 
farms. This group asked 
the tough questions of the 
speakers, shared their opinions 
with legislative staff members 
and offered their views to the 
industry partners.

This is where the value 
of belonging to the ISA 
Membership & Policy 

Committee pays off. When we 
are active, expressing our opinions to those who can impact 
our farms, we are helping to protect and shape the present 
and future of Indiana agriculture.

So this winter, plan to attend a winter meeting that will 
help impact your farm. And remember as we enjoy this 
holiday season, how blessed we are and thankful 
to live in the greatest country in the world full 
of opportunities. Keep voicing your opinion and 
making difference.

Wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Grateful for the opportunities
of the past two years leading M&P

Mike
Koehne
Chair
ISA Membership and  
Policy Committee

ISA Membership & Policy Committee Chair Mike Koehne, at left, 
and ISA Senior Director of Industry Affairs Steve Howell, center, 
talk with U.S. Rep. Greg Pence on Koehne’s farm.
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PRESIDENT’S  REVIEW

Thank you for years of support
at ICGA, and let’s keep it going

I
t surely can’t be that another year has passed! Actually, 
two years have passed since I was elected to chair the 
ICGA. This will be my last column I write as President of 

ICGA. Let me start by saying THANK YOU to all the staff at 
Indiana Corn Growers for all their help and support during 
these two years.

Policy staffers Rachel Conner and Steve Howell, 
and CEO Courtney Kingery have navigated the murky 
COVID waters with great success. We have actually 
increased membership in each of the past three years. 
Membership staff leaders Lauren Taylor and Macy 
Mead were instrumental in making that happen. Their 
accomplishments and work didn’t go unnoticed. Both have 
been scooped up by a large ag corporation and given a 
greater opportunity to showcase their abilities. We wish 
them well.

THANK YOU, also, to all of the sponsors who have made 
many of our activities possible. Shop Talk meetings with 
federal lawmakers, legislative breakfasts, policy seminars, 
the Ag Policy Forum and Zoom presentations all require 
funding. ICGA’s sponsors have all been enthusiastic to 
support the changes in protocol and procedures required 
in this ever-changing social environment.

THANK YOU to all of Indiana’s farm organizations for 
your willingness to work together for the benefit of all of 
Indiana agriculture. I’d like to give a special shout-out to 
Bruce Kettler, director of the Indiana State Department of 
Agriculture, and Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch for unwavering 
support of Hoosier farmers.

My most sincere THANK YOU goes to my board of 
directors and all members of ICGA! Your support becomes 
action in many ways. Members take time out of their 

busy schedules to attend meetings with legislators; 
they establish relationships with legislators and make 
those important contacts when a corn farmer’s voice is 
necessary. These efforts are invaluable. As Courtney likes 
to say, “Indiana punches above its weight,” and it is your 
involvement that makes it happen.

As you will read throughout this magazine, there are 
many ag policy issues that Hoosier farmers will need to 
continue to watch. As I step away from leadership, the 
need to continue to advocate for Indiana agriculture will go 
on. ICGA will keep its eyes on lawmakers in Washington, 
D.C. and Indianapolis. I am looking forward to the things 
that a new generation of farmer leaders will accomplish.

As I write this column, it’s a couple days after the 
Thanksgiving holiday. I’ve been thinking about what I want 
to say on this page. This is the first major holiday 
that I’m spending without my wife and partner of 
nearly 54 years, Pam. And I know I’m not the only 
corn farmer to suffer personal loss recently. I am 
reminded of another group of people we need to 
thank for making ICGA successful in these last few years. 
That is all of those people who support us when we need 
to be away at meetings or spend time listening to seminars 
and all of the other time-consuming actions we do to 
support ICGA. THANK YOU to those who drive us to the 
airport, attend endless meetings with us, who keep the 
farm going while we attend to ICGA business.

Last, and perhaps more personal, I thank God for the 
opportunities He has put before me. Above all, I thank 
Him for the personal relationships that I am blessed with 
throughout the Indiana ag community.

Thanks for the memories!

Mike
Beard
President
Indiana Corn Growers  
Association
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This has been an incredibly 
busy year in the nation’s capital. 
We swore in a new president, 
welcomed new cabinet members 
and worked with policymakers, 
both old and new, as they’ve 
considered some of the biggest 
legislation since the late 1960s.

Since there has been a political 
sea change over the last year, 
my staff and I have compiled the 
following list of what’s “In” and 

what’s “Out” in Washington in 2021. We hope you find this 
list informative.

What’s in?
Fighting Monopolies. Farmers have been struggling 

to secure and pay for exorbitantly expensive inputs, 
including seed, crop protection and fertilizer. This problem 
was exacerbated in March when the International Trade 
Commission, acting on a petition by Mosaic Co., placed 
tariffs on phosphorous fertilizers 
imported from Morocco and 
Russia. To make matters 
worse, the U.S. Department 
of Commerce recently ruled 
in favor of a petition by CF 
Industries and recommended 
imposing tariffs on nitrogen 
fertilizers from Russia and 
Trinidad & Tobago.

NCGA has been making the 
argument in an amicus brief 
and in the halls of Congress that 
the U.S. government doesn’t 
have any business helping 
these companies monopolize 
the fertilizer market. We won’t 
stop raising this issue until 

appropriate action is taken.
The Legislative Filibuster. This fixture of the U.S. 

Senate, the rule requiring 60 votes on cloture to end 
legislative debates, has taken a beating over the years. 
The filibuster for the executive branch and judicial 
nominees was eliminated in 2013, and for Supreme Court 
nominees in 2017.

Since regaining the Senate majority in 2021, some 
Democrats have pushed to end it altogether. Fortunately, 
that hasn’t happened. The filibuster is important because 
it encourages measured discussion and makes it harder 
for senators to change laws on a whim when one party 
controls Congress and the White House. Long live the 
filibuster!

Spending. Congress has debated two bills this year that 
would allocate trillions of dollars to infrastructure projects, 
social spending and climate initiatives. The Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Act, which enjoyed bipartisan support, 
is now law. The Build Back Better plan has passed the 
House of Representatives and is now being considered by 
the Senate.

Thanks to our congressional 
allies, billions of dollars in 
funding are allocated to priority 
areas for farmers, such as the 
inland waterways system, 
rural broadband, biofuels 
infrastructure and the American 
Rescue Plan, which focused on 
economic recovery from the 
impacts of COVID-19. Love it or 
hate it, spending is the topic du 
jour in Washington.

Advocacy. Corn growers 
have taken time out of their 
busy schedules to travel to 
Washington, join Zoom calls 
and write letters and emails to 
weigh in with their congressional 

2021 was incredibly busy year
in Washington, D.C.
BY BROOKE APPLETON
Vice President of Public Policy, National Corn Growers Association
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representatives on some of the most pressing 
legislation in decades. As a result, we have 
been successful to date in keeping harmful tax 
proposals from becoming a reality.

We will continue to use advocacy efforts 
to go on the offense to provide opportunities 
to advance biofuels. It is vital that lawmakers 
continue to hear how their decisions are impacting 
your day-to-day operations. To make your voice 
heard, visit www.ncga.com/takeaction.

What’s out
The Federal Budget. It’s another year and 

Congress has yet again missed its annual 
appropriations deadline. The last time Congress 
passed all 12 appropriations bills by Oct. 1, the 
start of the new fiscal year, was in 1996. Instead, 
Congress has made a practice of funding the 
government through continuing resolutions, which 
are stop gaps that maintain government funding 
at the previous year’s levels.

This method of kicking the can down the road 
creates economic uncertainty. So, every year, 
we are brought to the precipice of a government 
shutdown, which is incredibly burdensome on 
government officials, including those at USDA, 
who can become distracted from serving farmers. 
This is no way to do business. We hope Congress 
will return to passing thoughtful and reasonable 
funding bills on time.

Tax Increases on Farmers. We have been 
concerned all year with proposals to change 
estate taxes and remove stepped-up basis to 
fund some of Congress’ spending priorities. Thanks to 
outreach from growers, associations and broad coalitions, 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Act has designated funding 
sources, and, so far, tax changes that would be used 
to pay for Build Back Better don’t impact farmers 

disproportionately. But we’re keeping a watchful eye as 
the bill is considered in the Senate.

Safe Margins. We always knew that votes would be tight 
with a 50/50 Senate and a five-vote margin in the House. 
But we didn’t know just how dramatic it could really get. 
Democratic Sens. Joe Manchin (W.Va.) and Kyrsten Sinema 
(Ariz.), along with a handful of House members, have 
demonstrated that they can at times place independent 
thinking above party loyalty.

The jobs of Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer to herd cats are not enviable to many 
in Washington. We look forward to seeing how these 
two senators continue to shape the Build Back Better 
legislation.

While the changes this year have been prevalent, 
they’re hardly revolutionary. Washington is paradoxically 
a place steeped in tradition that attracts change-makers. 
Nothing sums up this town like the old saying – the more 
things change, the more they stay the same.

Happy Holidays!



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST10   

As the Representative for 
Indiana’s First Congressional 
District, I am deeply grateful for 
the incredible work of Indiana 
farmers to support our economy 
and supply our state, nation, and 
the world with essential agricultural 
products.

Since being sworn in to Congress 
earlier this year, it has been a 
wonderful experience to gain 

a greater appreciation of the importance of agriculture 
production in Northwest Indiana and across our state.  I 
have enjoyed spending time with farmers and seeing 
first-hand how essential it is to have sound transportation 
networks for the agriculture industry.

There were a great number of reasons that I voted 
recently for the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act.  For example, I believe that it will create new 
immediate projects for our manufacturing and construction 
workforce and lay the foundation for new businesses, both 
large and small, and entrepreneurs to choose to invest 
and relocate to our state.  Additionally, this law will provide 
critical improvements to improve the flow of goods through 
our transportation corridors and address supply chain 
backlogs, which will help alleviate the pressing challenges 
of the increase in prices in our economy.

I also am pleased that these transformational 

investments in our 
infrastructure are also 
strategically targeted to 
benefit the agricultural 
communities in Indiana 
and throughout our 
nation.  Specifically, the 
law includes historic 
investments to improve 
our roads and bridges, 
including a new fund 
for rural areas to help 
increase connectivity, 
enhance regional 
economic growth, and 
improve the movement 
of freight.  The law 
also provides increased funds for our international ports 
and inland waterway projects through the Army Corps 
of Engineers, which are essential to the movement 
of agricultural goods from our state to the global 
marketplace.

Further, I appreciate that this law also includes 
$10 million for a bioproduct pilot program within the 
Department of Agriculture to highlight the benefits of using 
certain construction materials derived from agricultural 
commodities, and I commend the Indiana Soybean Alliance 
for their initiative and promotion of this program.

As we move forward, we must hold the administration 
accountable and ensure that these investments are 
implemented as efficiently and expeditiously as possible.  
Due to the ongoing pandemic, our economy remains in a 
very fragile state, and that is why I will continue to work in a 
bipartisan fashion to find pragmatic solutions that improve 
economic opportunities and the strength of our agricultural 
industry.

Congressman Frank Mrvan was elected to the U.S. House 
of Representatives in 2020 to represent the 1st District, which 
covers all of Lake and Porter counties and parts of LaPorte 
county.  He is married to Jane, and they have two daughters, 
Genevieve and Scarlett.

Indiana agriculture will benefit 
from bipartisan infrastructure law
BY U.S. REP. FRANK MRVAN
Democratic, Indiana District 1

U.S. Rep. Frank Mrvan (D-Dist.1) campaigns in front of a 
group of northwest Indiana steel workers prior to his election 
in 2020.
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The frustrating effects of our 
nation’s escalating supply chain 
delays are felt coast-to-coast and 
across all industries, and hard-
working Hoosier farmers are not 
exempt from the impacts.

Indiana is home to more than 
94,000 farmers and ranks in the 
top five states for crop production 
thanks to our industrious, innovative 
farmers. Farming is vital to the 

economic success of our great state, contributing an 
estimated $31.2 billion to Indiana’s economy, and, as a 
leading agricultural producer in the United States, the 
Hoosier state is essential to putting food on grocery store 
shelves and on the tables of all Americans. 

However, current supply chain disruptions coupled 
with the ongoing truck driver shortage are making it 
increasingly difficult for farmers to get their crops from 
farm to table. For years, Hoosier farmers have felt the 
negative impacts of delays in moving their 
crop supplies, constantly battling time. 
These transportation challenges have been 
exacerbated over the last year and a half 
as COVID-19 crippled the supply chain. 
While corn and soybean harvests have 
been trending upward this season, Hoosier 
farmers now must navigate getting their 
yields to buyers with fewer drivers on the 
road.

Truck drivers are essential to moving 
commodities across our nation, and the 
devastating driver deficit strains both 
buyers and sellers while also adding costs 
to the ultimate consumers. The truck 
driver shortage is estimated to be over 
80,000 drivers, and the American Trucking 
Association (ATA) estimates one million new 
drivers will need to be hired over the next 
decade to combat the current shortage 
and upcoming retirements.

I reintroduced the Developing Responsible Individuals 
for a Vibrant Economy (DRIVE-Safe) Act this year. DRIVE-
Safe enables 18-21 year-olds already holding a commercial 
driver’s license (CDL) to drive across state lines after 
completing an extensive safety program. This bipartisan 
legislation opens up more career opportunities for young 
Hoosiers and empowers our economy to grow faster, a win 
for this generation and the next.

Putting food on the table is what Hoosier farmers do, and 
we can simultaneously make it easier for them to get their 
commodities to market, lower prices for end consumers, 
and create new exciting careers for the next generation all in 
one single piece of legislation.

Congressman Trey Hollingsworth was elected to the 
U.S House of Representatives in 2016 to represent the 9th 
District, which covers all or parts of Johnson, Morgan, Brown, 
Monroe, Jackson, Lawrence, Scott, Washington, Orange, 
Clark, Crawford, Floyd, and Harrison counties. He lives in 
Jeffersonville, Ind. with his wife, Kelly, and their son, Joseph.

Hoosier farmers not exempt
from supply chain problems
BY REP. TREY HOLLINGSWORTH
Republican, Indiana District 9

U.S. Rep. Trey Hollingsworth (R-Dist. 9) talks with farmers last year during a Shop 
Talk event presented by the Indiana Corn Growers Association and the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance’s Membership & Policy Committee.
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I
n an integrated global economy, supply chains are 
essential to moving the goods and products that feed 
and power people around the world. The challenge of 

keeping those supply chains open – specifically for food and 
agricultural goods – was the primary focus of Thursday’s 
Indiana Ag Policy Forum.

The 2021 Indiana Ag Policy Forum 
was at the Hyatt Place Fishers in 
Fishers, Ind., on Dec. 2. The Indiana 
Soybean Alliance Membership and 
Policy (M&P) Committee and the 
Indiana Corn Growers Association 
(ICGA) hosted the Forum, and it 
was presented by premier sponsor 
FMC. Other sponsors of the Forum included Bane-Welker 
Equipment and the state’s corn and soybean checkoff 
programs.

“Transportation is vital, not only to our industry, but to 
every industry,” said M&P Chair Mike Koehne, a Decatur 
County, Ind. farmer. “We have many ways to take our 
products to other parts of the country and around the world. 
We really need to maintain that to stay competitive with 

other countries around the world.”
ICGA President Mike Beard, a farmer from Frankfort, Ind., 

said recent disruptions in the global supply chain system 
are not just physical and economic. He said governmental 
and regulatory policies have contributed to the problems, 

too. Beard added that increased 
farmer membership in policy 
organizations such ICGA and M&P 
strengthen agriculture’s efforts in 
encouraging pro-farm policies. “The 
more we can speak with one voice, 
the more that our representatives 
and senators in Washington pay 
attention,” Beard said.

Ken Eriksen, senior vice president of a business 
information analyst company called IHS Markit, said the 
supply chain has always been an important variable in the 
cost of goods that are moved around the world. “The veins 
of the food supply chain body is the transportation network, 
and this system is undergoing significant change,” explained 
Eriksen. “There is a trade-off between flexibility and speed/
fuel efficiency. There are many options to consider.”

Experts: U.S. transportation network
is essential to food supply chain
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Ken Eriksen, senior vice president of a business information analyst company called IHS Markit, said the supply chain has always 
been an important variable in the cost of goods that are moved around the world.
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He added, “In its simplest form, a supply chain is the 
activities required by the organization to deliver goods or 
services to the consumer. In other words, getting stuff from 
Point A to Point B.”

Eriksen said the COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions that 
come from it are the largest factor in present disruptions 
in the worldwide supply chain. “An emphasis is shifting as 
supply chains adapt to the impacts of COVID-19,” Eriksen 
said. “A new plan has built in social distancing with fewer 
people involved per unit – moving commodities and 
products with larger, bulky moves.”

Federal infrastructure bill
Soy Transportation Coalition (STC) Executive Director 

Mike Steenhoek said the supply chain is vital to farmers’ 
success and profitability. The Indiana Soybean Alliance, 
along with partners such as the STC, the United Soybean 
Board (USB), the U.S. Soy Export Council (USSEC) and the 
American Soybean Association (ASA), work to improve 
the infrastructure that moves soybeans to buyers around 
the world. Steenhoek said the STC exists to promote cost 
effective, reliable and competitive transportation systems 
to serve U.S. agriculture. Established in 2007, the STC is 
comprised of USB, ASA and 13 state soybean boards – 
including Indiana.

While acknowledging that farmers must take the bad 
with the good, Steenhoek said the recently signed federal 
infrastructure bill should improve farmers’ ability to move 
goods from rural areas to railroads, inland waterways and 
international ports.

“The federal government is really good about intentions; 
they’re not so good about outcomes,” Steenhoek said. 
“We’ve got a lot of scar tissue. While this spending bill is 

not perfect, ultimately for agriculture, we think this is 
a good thing. There is actual funding that has been 
dedicated.”

Passed by Congress and signed by President 
Biden on Nov. 15, the federal infrastructure bill 
provides $548 billion in additional spending on 
transportation infrastructure. When combined with 
existing infrastructure spending, total funding for 
transportation will be approximately $944 billion 
over five years and $1.2 trillion over eight years. 
Transportation categories will get $284 billion, or 52 
percent, of the new spending. Here’s a breakdown:

• Roads, bridges and major projects: $110 billion, 
which includes $40 billion for bridge repair, 
replacement and rehabilitation

• Ports and inland waterways: $17 billion

• Passenger and freight rail: $66 billion

• Electric vehicle infrastructure: $7.5 billion

• Airports: $25 billion
Steenhoek added that the bill specifies that rural 

areas must benefit from this new spending. “We anticipate 
that there will be meaningful work done on the inland 
waterway system and with rural bridges as a result of this,” 
he added.

He said upgrading bridges is a challenge for rural 
Americans. “The area of the country in which our bridge 
problem is most severe also happens to be the area of the 
country in which resources are the most limited,” Steenhoek 
explained.

A typical rural county, he said, often have between 100-
300 bridges. Replacing a single bridge through traditional 
methods can often cost between $250,000 to $500,000. 
Many rural counties will only have $500,000 to $1.5 million 
available annually to repair and replace their bridges. As 
a result, Steenhoek said, many county governments are 
looking a innovative ways to replace old bridges.

Supply chain affects agriculture
Eriksen said farmers should prepare for product shortages 

and higher input costs. “The farmers are still going to plant 
some big acreage this year and are going to need these 
inputs,” he said. “You better be prepared and have some 
alternative sources or buy ahead. On the other side of this, 
people have been buying more products up front and 
building inventory. That exacerbates the problem, too.”

Eriksen said farmers have options. “Start thinking about 
other options for yourself, not only to acquire inputs, but 
also to sell into the marketplaces,” he said. “It’s usually at 
times like this, when there’s a disruption, that opportunities 
emerge. You have to start getting away from how you used 
to do things and look for some other alternatives that may 
be available to you.”

Eriksen said they may smooth out in the first quarter of 
2022, but coronavirus variants are a wild card.

Soy Transportation Coalition Executive Director Mike Steenhoek said 
the supply chain is vital to farmers’ success and profitability.
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Beard said supply chain disruptions have already 
hit his bottom line. “It has impacted me significantly,” 
he said. “It’s raised our cost of production, and it’s 
bothered us a little bit as to whether we’ll be able to 
plant the mix we would like to plant because we may 
not get the chemicals we need.”

Beard added, “I am concerned how my cost will 
be impacted and to look at the revenue side. If we all 
plant a bunch of soybeans, that may impact the price 
of my soybeans. Supply chain issues can run a lot of 
different directions.”

Koehne has experienced supply chain disruptions in 
his farm drainage business, primarily due to the resin 
supply not recovering from the Texas power outages 
in February. “They finally got up and going in June or 
July but they’re still not running at full capacity,” he 
said. “Resin is in such high demand that we’ve been 
able to get tile but sometimes it’s been awhile for us 
to wait to get it.”

Koehne said there have been challenges shipping 
tile, as well. “The lack of truck drivers, and with COVID 
restrictions, truck drivers are considered part of the 
plant,” he said. “They were only able to work with half a staff for 
a time, which reduces the amount of tile able to be produced.”

He’s hopeful for the 2022 season. “Going forward and 
everything starting to open back up, my supplier of tile 
seems confident that things are getting back going again 
and reassured me that it probably won’t be a problem,” 
Koehne said.

Agbioscience growing
Indiana’s economy

AgriNovus CEO Mitch Frazier told Ag Policy Forum 
attendees how leaders across Indiana are attracting 
economic growth to the state through expanding 
agbioscience opportunities. From value-added food to 
animal health to crop protection and Ag Tech, Indiana’s 
$52 billion agbioscience economy is diverse and growing. 
AgriNovus Indiana’s mission is to work across the state and 
around the world to fuel $4 billion of economic growth 
in Indiana by 2024 and to explore how leaders can work 
together to gain more of the agbioscience market.

Frazier said the Indiana agbioscience industry is already 
robust and productive. Here is a breakdown of the industry’s 
different sectors:

• Value-added food and nutrition – $29.1 billion

• Animal health and nutrition – $4.3 billion

• Plant science and crop protection – $3.98 billion

• Ag equipment, tech and systems – $1.87 billion

• Production agriculture – $13 billion
He said AgriNovus believes the state can bring in an 

additional $4 billion of agbioscience economic development 
by 2024. “We believe that we can do this through attracting 
and retaining businesses, and creating and supporting new 

ventures,” Frazier said. “We have the added benefit of strong 
public education that offers the necessary research and 
thought leadership, marketing, communications and more to 
support those businesses and start-ups.”

Event sponsor Bane-Welker Equipment wrapped up the Ag 
Policy Forum with a talk about new precision ag technology 
options through the regional farm equipment retailer. 
Kyle Bailey, Director of Advanced Farming Systems (AFS) 
Technology at Bane-Welker, said the company is changing 
how they service customers by adding more AFS specialists.

“With more boots on the ground and more knowledge, 
we will be more proactive and less reactive to problems 
that farmers might experience,” Bailey said. “Many times we 
are called the guidance guys. To me, AFS is more than just 
making sure your tractor or combine goes straight.”

He said data gathering and mapping are also among the 
key aspects of precision farming. Bailey finished by talking 
about how driverless, or autonomous, tractors and farm 
equipment may be coming sooner than later. “How hard is 
it to find a farm hand when you need one in season?” Bailey 
asked. “Ultimately, autonomous vehicles could be a solution 
to the labor problem many of you are experiencing.”

Ryan Locke, Industry Relations Manager for FMC 
Corporation, said his company was happy to be the premier 
sponsor for the Ag Policy Forum. He said FMC is a global 
company of more than 7,000 employees that works together 
for the success of U.S. farmers. “We’re pleased to partner 
with the Indiana Soybean Alliance and the Indiana Corn 
Growers Association on events such as this,” Locke said. “The 
success of Indiana farmers is part of our success at FMC.”

The Ag Policy Forum is one of two major farm policy events 
hosted by M&P and ICGA. For membership information, 
contact Rachel Conner at rconner@indianasoybean.com

AgriNovus CEO Mitch Frazier told Ag Policy Forum attendees how 
leaders across Indiana are attracting economic growth to the state 
through expanding agbioscience opportunities.
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Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership & Policy (M&P) 
Committee Chair Mike Koehne and Indiana Corn Growers 
Association (ICGA) President Mike Beard were among 

several Hoosiers invited to ask questions of Sen. Mike Braun 
(R-Ind.) during a virtual Town Hall meeting on 
Oct. 7.

Beard, a Frankfort, Ind., farmer, asked Braun 
about carbon market opportunities.

“I’d like to talk to you about carbon markets 
and what they might mean for Hoosier farmers,” 
Beard said. “It could be a huge benefit to the 
Hoosier economy for farmers to develop an 
auxiliary revenue stream through carbon credit 
markets. Many of us who were early adopters 
of climate smart practices are likely to lose out 
on this market.”

Braun said the Growing Climate 
Solutions Act, which he authored, 
addresses climate change 
challenges with pro-agriculture 
solutions. He added that the bill has 
been adopted by the U.S. Senate by 
a 92-8 vote, and it is awaiting action 
in the U.S. House of Representatives.

“Your stewardship on the farm and 
being rewarded for it is an excellent 
place to start,” Braun said. “I think 
farmers are probably on the front 
edge of dealing with how this is 
really working in their own small 
businesses, and farming isn’t such a 
small business anymore. It’s gotten 
to be very complicated with a lot 
of acres to boot; a lot riskier than it 
used to be.”

House Ag Committee members 
Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Va.) and 
Don Bacon (R-Neb.) have introduced 
a companion bill that eventually 
will be combined with the Growing 
Climate Solutions Act.

According to Braun’s bill, the new USDA program would 
offer reliable information about carbon markets and access 
to qualified technical assistance providers for farmers 
and landowners. This bill establishes a Greenhouse Gas 

Technical Assistance Provider and Third-Party Verifier 
Certification Program in the USDA to provide transparency, 
legitimacy and informal endorsement of third-party verifiers 
and technical service providers that help farmers and 

private landowners generate carbon credits 
through a variety of agriculture and forestry-
related practices. The USDA certification program 
will ensure these assistance providers have 
agriculture and forestry expertise, which is 
lacking in the current marketplace.

Koehne, a Greensburg, Ind., farmer, asked 
Sen. Braun about funding for transportation 
infrastructure – specifically to upgrade inland 
waterways and ports that ship corn and soybeans 
to customers around the world. “One of the 

most important components of farming 
is getting our products to market 
as quickly and cheaply as possible,” 
Koehne said.

“Congress has been working on 
bipartisan infrastructure legislation, 
but the bill gives few dollars to ports 
and inland waterways and funds a 
lot of things that aren’t traditional 
infrastructure, at all. We’ve done the 
bare minimum on maintenance on our 
waterways in infrastructure.”

Braun said only 10 percent of the 
proposed $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill 
goes to roads, bridges, inland waterway 
systems, airline and railroad support, 
rural broadband or water and sewage 
treatments plants. He added that many 
of these require necessary upgrades 
and provide a tremendous boost to 
the U.S. economy. “That’s one of the 
tug-of-wars we have here,” Braun said. 
“I’m going to be for any type of hard 
infrastructure spending, especially with 
honest pay-fors.”

Braun said he isn’t happy with the details of the $1.2 
trillion infrastructure bill. Braun voted against it when the 
Senate passed the bill 69-30 on Aug. 10. The proposal was 
approved by the U.S. House of Representatives on Nov. 5 by 
a 228-206 vote.

ICGA, ISA participate in
Sen. Braun’s virtual Town Hall
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Indiana Corn Growers Association President 
Mike Beard, a Frankfort, Ind., farmer, asked 
Braun about carbon market opportunities.

Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership & Policy 
Committee Chair Mike Koehne, a Greensburg, 
Ind., farmer, asked Sen. Braun about funding 
for transportation infrastructure.

Sen. MIke Braun
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“Whether you’re 22 or 72, it’s good to get involved.”
So said Joseph Steinkamp, a retiring American Soybean 

Association (ASA) director, who did get involved in a 
myriad of ways promoting and furthering soybean markets 
beginning with the Indiana Soybean Board in 2008.

“Why did I wait so long to get involved in state and 
national ag organizations?” asked Steinkamp, a farmer from 
Evansville. “I don’t know, but I’ve learned so much and am 
so glad I got involved first with the Indiana Soybean Alliance 
(ISA).”

Steinkamp’s commitment 
to everything soybean has 
grown exponentially through 
the years. Early on he served 
on ISA’s Membership & Policy 
Committee (M&P), eventually 
being elected chair. Later he 
was elected ISA vice president, 
then president in 2016. In 
2012, several ISA directors 
encouraged him to run for an 
open seat as one of two ASA 
directors representing Indiana. 
He was elected to ASA’s 
Governing Committee in 2015, 
then again in 2018 and 2019.

“While I was doing double 
duty as ISA president and on 
ASA’s board, I decided I couldn’t 
be on every committee at 
the state, so I shared those 
responsibilities with other leaders,” Steinkamp said. “While 
on ASA’s board, I was fortunate to be a part of their Strategic 
Planning Committee, as well as Trade Policy and the 
International Affairs Committee.”

His ASA committee involvement netted him an 
appointment to the USDA’s Agricultural Policy Advisory 
Committee (APAC) where he sat in multiple meetings 
with then-USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue and U.S. Trade 
Representative Robert Lighthizer as they prepared for the 
negotiation of free trade agreements before and during the 
Trump Administration.

“There were various ag interests around that APAC table 

– non-GMO growers, citrus growers from Florida, almond 
growers from California,” Steinkamp said. “Our collective 
job was to write and present papers to advise the Secretary 
of Ag and the Trade Representative. My job was to give 
farmer input and look out for those of us back on the farm 
while ASA experts carried the heavy load writing the actual 
papers.”

Steinkamp believes APAC’s efforts were critically 
important. “I was disappointed we didn’t get the Trans-

Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
agreement pushed through 
before the end of the Obama 
Administration, but the APAC is a 
great example of trade officials 
and farmers working together,” 
Steinkamp said. “It’s so crucial we 
visit with the people who want 
to buy our soybeans. China uses 
our soybeans to raise more fish 
in their aquaculture operations 
– 90 percent of the fish eaten 
is not grown in the U.S. – and 
they use our soybeans to feed 
their chickens and hogs. Visiting 
our customers helps grow ag in 
world markets.”

Steinkamp’s priorities before 
joining ISA were close to home 
and not big picture state and 
national goals. He realized 
quickly how decisions made 

elsewhere impact him and his fellow farmers.
“Now I think about what goes on in Indianapolis and 

Washington, D.C., as it has a huge impact on my farm,” he 
said. “ISA’s Membership & Policy Committee is making a 
huge difference in these spaces. We all must help educate 
our legislators so they can be more effective.”

Steinkamp emphasizes the soybean checkoff helps 
farmers grow more soybeans, finds new uses and does 
marketing of soybeans to international customers. “The 
soybean checkoff is critically important in finding new 
uses and new markets for our soybeans as we continue to 
produce more bushels,” he said.

Evansville area farmer Steinkamp
completes service on ASA board
BY SUSAN HAYHURST

Incoming ASA Director Mike Koehne, at left, poses 
with outgoing director Joe Steinkamp and continuing 
directors Phil Ramsey and Kendell Culp during an ASA 
meeting in St. Louis in early December.
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Help at home
Steinkamp grows soybeans, corn 

and wheat in rural Vanderburgh County 
near Evansville, Ind. A full-time farmer, 
Steinkamp started farming in 1999. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
economics from Purdue University in 
1988. He specializes in growing a food-
grade, white corn that is used in making 
tortilla chips. Steinkamp and his wife, Joni, 
have three daughters.

He farms in a partnership with his 
cousin, Tim Steinkamp, and Tim’s son, 
Jon. Steinkamp is grateful for Tim and Jon 
for keeping the family farming operation 
going when his commitments and 
appointments to ag leadership positions 
took him away for long periods of time.

Not all legislative work, though, happens 
in the halls of democracy in the nation’s 
capital. Once, Steinkamp had a memorable 
meeting in the Evansville airport.

“In Washington, D.C., there are very 
few agricultural decision makers, so if you get the chance 
to bend the ear of such a maker you take it,” he said. “More 
doors may open for you as a result. I ran into then-Sen. 
Joe Donnelly. I introduced myself and had 15-20 minutes 
of conversation with him. Getting off the plane in D.C., he 
offered me a ride to my hotel because his apartment was 
close. We talked even more about ag policy while driving, 
after that every time I was in Washington, D.C., at his office, 
he knew who I was. It was a great experience that everybody 
wants to have.”

Steinkamp 
believes the biggest 
challenge for soybean 
organizations is to 
continue learning 
how to communicate 
with our customers 
and people who 
don’t agree with us. 
“So many people 
feel free to share 
whatever they believe 
is a fact, whether 
it’s actually true and 
backed by science 
or not,” he said. “Our 
organizations’ truths, 
facts and science are 
shared. We take it to 
heart. We want our 

customers and the general public to know we are trustworthy 
producers and to consider us as experts.

“We have to keep working at it. With less than 2 percent of 
the population in production agriculture, 98 percent of the 
population will continue to need convincing. Our soybean 
organizations must continue to focus on supplying the 
general public with quality, science-based information in 
creative and informative ways. I hope the next generation 
of soy leaders are open minded and have forethought to 
not be afraid to try new ideas. We must keep reinventing 
ourselves and develop new ways to do things. We have 
to continue training farmers elected to these boards to be 
great communicators.”

Partnership with Purdue
As his service to ASA winds down, Steinkamp reflects on 

some of the projects that he’s proud of and has enjoyed. 
He cited the creativity of Purdue’s partnership with ISA in 
the 27-year-old Student Soybean Innovation Competition 
that drives new products and uses for soybeans. “So many 
people have been and are getting involved annually with this 
effort,” Steinkamp said. “More professors and students know 
about soybeans because of the contest. Without the contest 
they would have never given them a second thought. They 
can now be advocates for us.”

He added, “The concrete durability enhancer containing 
soy is gaining notoriety for its durability on bridges and roads. 
“Nationally, it was very positive when the USMCA free trade 
agreement was signed with Mexico and Canada. We got the 
2018 farm bill signed, and as ISA’s president presiding over 
ISA’s 50th year anniversary are all memorable experiences.”

As an advocate for Indiana farmers 
through his work with ASA, Steinkamp 
has talked to many federal lawmak-
ers in Washington, D.C.

Joe Steinkamp farms in a partnership with his cousin, Tim Steinkamp, at right, and 
Tim’s son, Jon, center.
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USDA-sponsored, international travel took Steinkamp as 
the only ASA director to Ghana to help teach about food 
sustainability. “The U.S. wanted Ghana to use more of their 
soybeans to help people raise more chickens,” he said. 
“The average person in that country only eats 11 eggs per 
year, so we wanted to increase the health and protein of 
the people there. We also had a free Saturday, so we visited 
open air markets where we found U.S. chickens fed with U.S. 
soybeans kept frozen by a portable generator.”

Steinkamp is a modest and humble man, but he enjoyed 
a unique opportunity when former ISA Executive Director 

Jane Ade Stevens asked him to be one of the first featured 
farmers in the Glass Barn at the Indiana State Fair.

“I was able to do live chats during the fair, they produced 
a video of me on our farm that played in the Glass Barn, and 
I even had my own cardboard cutout,” Steinkamp said. “I 
used my media training provided by ISA to do the live chats 
answering questions form the audience. On the video, my 
youngest daughter tells everyone when she runs the farm 
that she’d paint the tractors pink. She is now farming with us. 
Such a great experience for me and my family, and I owe it 
all to getting involved with the Indiana Soybean Alliance.”

Parents of three daughters, Joe    
Steinkamp and his wife, Joni, are fre-
quently travelling on soybean-related 
business.

The next generation on the farm? Vander-
burgh County farmer and ASA Director Joe 
Steinkamp poses with his grandson,
Carson King.

Joe Steinkamp now farms with his 
daughter, Abby, who once declared that 
she would paint all of the farm’s tractors 
pink when she’s making the decisions.

After nine years on the ASA board, following several years with the Indiana soybean checkoff board, Evansville, Ind., farmer will 
focus more time on his farm.
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Taking complex agricultural research 
from concept to project to practical 
application in the field requires special 

skills. To find those skills - a search for 
professionals with a history of accomplishment. 
The Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and the 
Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) are 
pleased to announce that Dr. Scott Hutchins 
has joined their team to help Hoosier farmers 
get the most out of their checkoff research 
investments.

Hutchins has contracted to work with ISA 
and ICMC’s Sustainability and Value Creation 
teams. He has a vast amount of experience to share with 
Indiana farmers.

Recently, Hutchins served as the Deputy Under Secretary 
for the USDA’s Research, Education and Economics mission 
area which includes the Agricultural Research Service, 
Economic Research Service, National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, National Institute of Food and Agriculture and 
Office of the Chief Scientist. Together these agencies 
have unique federal leadership responsibility to advance 
agriculture research, extension and education.

“A quick glance at Dr. Hutchins’ experience tells you his 
career has been rooted in science, research and discovery,” 
said ISA and ICMC CEO Courtney Kingery. “Most recently, 
Scott led all of the agencies related to the USDA’s Research, 
Education and Economics mission. Also, in the private 
sector, he worked as the research and development leader 
for Dow AgroSciences (which is now Corteva AgriSciences). 
In these roles, he guided research projects that provided 
value to farmers, and that is a primary goal of the soybean 
and corn checkoffs – to research new ways to bring more 
value to Hoosier farmers.”

Hutchins is a Board-Certified Entomologist and an 
Adjunct Professor of entomology at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. He is a Past President, Fellow and 
Honorary Member of the Entomological Society of America. 
Hutchins received his bachelor’s degree in entomology 
from Auburn University, a masters in entomology from 
Mississippi State University, and doctorate of entomology 
from Iowa State University. Hutchins joined USDA after 
retiring from Dow AgroSciences.

He has lived in Indiana since 1990.
“From new tillage practices to better seed 

technology to water management systems, 
the results of these new technologies and 
techniques are feeding and fueling a growing 
world with fewer inputs. Dr. Hutchins has been 
living and working in that world for many 
years. We believe that the people we serve 
– Indiana’s soybean and corn growers – will 
benefit from Dr. Hutchins’ experience and 
strong desire to help farmers learn and grow 
more.”

Applying an interest in research
Hutchins’ career in agriculture began with a desire to 

apply his interest in biology to creating practical solutions to 
existing challenges.

“I did not grow up on a farm, my father was a U.S. Treasury 
Civil Servant,” he said. “When I attended Auburn University, 
I knew that I was interested in biology, but wanted to 
study an area of biology that was applied. I soon aligned 
with entomology because insects are the most abundant, 
fascinating and complex organisms on earth and many 
species are devastating to agriculture.”

Through coursework and faculty mentors, Hutchins 
learned about applied entomology and Integrated Pest 
Management. While at Auburn, he worked one summer as 
a cotton scout and learned first-hand about the devastating 
nature of insect pests, such as the boll weevil, and the 
challenges farmers faced in growing a crop.

“I was hooked but recognized that I needed more 
education and insights, so I pursued a master’s degree 
in entomology at Mississippi State University working 
on soybean pests,” Hutchins said. “I followed that with a 
Ph.D. at Iowa State University working on alfalfa pests and 
expanding the concepts of Integrated Pest Management. 
Throughout my career, I’ve focused on pest management 
and field research, so I have spent much of my time on 
farms and with farmers working to understand their needs 
and concerns and designing programs accordingly.”

Either through new technology or improved management 
practices, Hutchins said farmers benefit from innovation and 
research. “Often research is immediately relevant,” he said. 

Recent USDA executive Dr. Scott Hutchins
joins ISA, ICMC research team
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT

Dr. Scott Hutchins
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“Long-term transformational discoveries, like gene editing, 
from research are equally critical to create the options and 
landscape for the future of agriculture. The U.S. has long 
been innovators in agriculture, arguably more than any other 
industry – producing more with less.”

In less than a century, Hutchins explained, the United 
States has increased agricultural output by more than 
400 percent with no net increase in inputs – although the 
types of inputs have changed. “That is an impressive track 
record of sustainable production,” he said. “Without that 
productivity increase, the amount of land necessary to feed 
a growing world would have devastated forests and limited 
the diversification of the economy and urbanization.”

Sustainability and value creation
ISA and ICMC adopted a three-year strategic plan that 

is built on four strategic focus areas including Market 
Development, Sustainability, Value Creation and Producer 
Engagement. Market Development, simply put, is working 
with partners to accelerate the demand for corn and 
soybeans that Hoosier farmers produce each year. Producer 
Engagement involves engaging them in programs that help 
improve their farming operation.

Sustainability describes the three-legged stool of 
sustainability – environmental, economic and community 
outreach. Value Creation is finding new markets and new 
uses for corn and soybeans through partnerships and 
research. Hutchins will assist with the implementation 
of Sustainability and Value Creation objectives for ISA 
and ICMC. He will work with each organization’s board of 
directors and CEO Courtney Kingery to guide the research 
processes to reach discovery goals.

“I’m passionate about agricultural innovation and its 
application to modern farming and the three factors of 
sustainability,” Hutchins said. “ISA and ISMC are leading 
organizations in this regard – focused on genuine outcomes 
for their membership. I’m pleased to be able to offer 

perspectives and insights from my career in the private 
sector and from USDA.”

He said sustainability in Indiana agriculture is essential 
and should be the basis for continued innovation. Hutchins 
said all three components of sustainability are essential:

• Economic sustainability – Farmers must have profitable 
enterprises.

• Social sustainability – Food systems must lead to 
affordable and accessible food.

• Environmental sustainability - the land must be able to 
produce more each year without losing it’s capacity to 
do so.

“I refer to all of this as finding a balance between 
production and production capability,” Hutchins said. “Like 
any business, if one dominates the other, the enterprise 
suffers or collapses. Farmers are great stewards of their 
land, but every decade brings new needs and challenges 
that require new methods, new approaches, and new 
initiatives to expand sustainable practices for today and 
tomorrow.”

Hutchins will also work with state, national and 
international partners to help reach Sustainability and Value 
Creation goals.

“I’m thrilled Dr. Hutchins will be joining our team to 
help shape the next generation of research for ISA and 
ICMC,” Kingery said. “His career shows his dedication to 
innovation, research and agriculture. His expertise and deep 
background are an extraordinary addition to our team, and 
he will serve Indiana farmers very well.”

Visit indianasoybean.com or incorn.org to follow updates 
on future research projects.

Dr. Scott Hutchins served as the Deputy Under Secretary for 
the USDA’s Research, Education and Economics mission area 
which includes the Agricultural Research Service, Economic 
Research Service, National Agricultural Statistics Service, 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture and Office of the 
Chief Scientist.

Hutchins has contracted to work with ISA and ICMC’s 
Sustainability and Value Creation teams. He has a vast amount 
of experience to share with Indiana farmers.
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When trying to build 
something special, the best 
way is to start from the 

ground up. That is especially true when 
assembling a team to help Indiana’s 
farmers to yield more crops on less 
land with better resources. The Indiana 
Soybean Alliance (ISA) and the Indiana 
Corn Marketing Council (ICMC), the 
state’s soybean and corn checkoffs, 
have contracted with Purdue University 

to share the services of soil scientist and conservation 
agronomist Joe Rorick to help coordinate their efforts on 
farm sustainability and production research projects within 
Indiana.

Rorick has been a conservation agronomist for the 
Conservation Cropping Systems Initiative (CCSI) for more 
than five years. CCSI is a project of the Indiana Conservation 
Partnership with a mission to improve soil health on Indiana 
cropland. The Initiative works with agribusinesses, non-
government organizations, farmers, landowners and others 
through research, providing accurate information, training and 
assisting with workshops. As part of CCSI, Rorick is housed at 
Purdue University, where he earned his master’s degree in 
soil management, soil physics and cover crops in 2016.

“I came out of the Marine Corps in 2009 as the country 
went into the recession,” he explained. “I used my G.I. Bill 
to go to school at Purdue, and I rediscovered a passion for 

soils and agriculture. My 
grandparents had farmed, 
but their farm was long 
gone by the time I came 
around.”

That passion for soils 
and agriculture opened 
new doors for Rorick. “I 
had the opportunity to 
work with many folks in 
the Indiana Conservation 
Partnership as part 
of my graduate work, 
and I carried those 
relationships through 
into my role as the CCSI 
agronomist,” he said. “I 
served in that role for 

five years, leading training efforts on soil health and cover 
crops for the Indiana Conservation Partnership and serving 
as a technical expert on those topics for Extension. I look 
forward to continuing the partnership development aspects 
and strengthening ties to ISA and ICMC with the university 
through this position.”

Purdue’s partnership with Indiana soybean and corn 
checkoffs benefits the state’s farmers.

“This position will be part of an expanding team at the 
university to develop and coordinate Purdue’s soil health 
efforts with on-farm research and demonstration,” Rorick 
said. “I very much look forward to helping expand Purdue’s 
soil health efforts and continuing to serve the corn and 
soybean growers in this State. I’m a Certified Crop Adviser with 
specialties in Sustainability and 4R Nutrient Management.”

Purdue also recognizes the potential gains by working 
with ISA and ICMC. “Joe Rorick is a phenomenal ag industry 
innovator and leader who has been instrumental in creating 
a successful understanding of the role of cover crops and 
soil health as part of the farm production portfolio,” said 
Ronald F. Turco, professor and Head of Purdue University’s 
Agronomy Department. “His record of service to Indiana and 
the country have been phenomenal. I couldn’t be happier to 
than to see him in this new role.”

Rorick is also returning to his roots on a small scale along 
with his wife, Jess, and young son, Will. “My wife and I have 
a small, diversified hobby farm and a toddler that takes up 
most of our free time – and even time that isn’t always free,” 
he added.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT

Soil scientist, conservation agronomist 
joins ISA and ICMC team

While studying at Purdue 
University, Joe Rorick developed a 
passion for soils and agriculture.

Soil scientist and conservation agronomist Joe Rorick, second from 
left, is interviewed on a farm radio broadcast about soil health.

Joe Rorick
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Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.

NCGA supports three scholarship 
programs

The National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) is accepting 
applications for a variety of 2022 scholarship programs. NCGA 
is proud to support three scholarship programs for three 
distinct audiences:

• Technical School/Community College Scholarship 
Program

• NCGA William C. Berg Academic Excellence Scholarship 
Program

• Graduate Student Scholarship Program
“In order to ensure a strong rural economy for years to 

come, we must invest in the next generation of agriculture 
leaders,” said Membership, Communication and Engagement 
Action Team Chair Lowell Neitzel. “NCGA grower-members 
are committed to opening doors for students who are 
passionate about serving rural America.”

To apply, students or a parent/guardian must be a member 
of the NCGA. Past scholarship winners and employees and 
the families of employees of any division of BASF or their 
subsidiaries or the NCGA are not eligible for the scholarship. 
The scholarship application deadline is Monday, Jan. 31, 
2022. More detailed information about the 2022 Scholarship 
Programs can be found on NCGA.com

ASA scholarship to high school senior 
interested in ag

Do you know an outstanding high school senior interested 
in pursuing a career in agriculture? Future ag leaders are 
vital to the sustainability and growth of our industry, and the 
American Soybean Association (ASA) wants to provide one 
of these students a college scholarship as they begin their 
agriculture education.

The ASA Soy Scholarship is a $5,000 one-time award 
presented to a high school senior who plans to pursue 
agriculture as an area of study at any accredited college or 
university in the 2022-23 academic year. The scholarship is 
made possible through a grant by BASF Corporation. High 
school seniors may apply online Oct. 27-Dec. 31.

ASA and BASF have recognized and rewarded students 
for their hard work and interest in agriculture through the Soy 
Scholarship since 2008. The scholarship is awarded in $2,500 
increments (one per semester) for the 2022-23-school year. 
The student must maintain successful academic progress and 
be in good standing with the college or university to receive 
the full amount of the scholarship.

Final selection will be made in January by a select 
committee of soybean grower-leaders. The student 
will be notified once the selection is made, with an 

official announcement to follow and a 
presentation scheduled in the spring.

NCGA seeks candidates for the
2023 Corn Board

Play an active role in shaping the future for U.S. farmers 
by stepping forward to help lead the National Corn Growers 
Association as a candidate for the 2023 Corn Board. The NCGA 
Nominating Committee is accepting applications for 2023 
Corn Board candidacy from interested members. Through 
the Corn Board, members can become an integral part of the 
organization’s leadership.

The NCGA Corn Board represents the organization on all 
matters while directing both policy and supervising day-
to-day operations.  Board members serve the organization 
in a variety of ways. They represent the federation of state 
organizations, supervise the affairs and activities of NCGA in 
partnership with the chief executive officer and implement 
NCGA policy established by the Corn Congress. Members 
also act as spokespeople for the NCGA and enhance the 
organization’s public standing on all organizational and policy 
issues.

Applications are due Friday, Jan. 21, 2022. Nominated 
candidates will be introduced at the 2022 Corn Congress 
meeting. Corn Board members will be elected at the July 
2022 Corn Congress in Washington, D.C., and the new terms 
begin Oct. 1, 2022.

For more information, growers may contact Kathy Kimack at 
NCGA’s St. Louis office at 636-733-9004.

Indiana farmer elected to USB 
Executive Committee

Farmer-leaders of the soy checkoff elected Ralph Lott from 
Seneca Falls, New York, as 2022 Chair and 10 other farmer-
leaders to serve on the Executive Committee at the United 
Soybean Board (USB) meeting Dec. 7-9 in St. Charles, Mo. 
Walton, Ind. farmer Kevin Wilson, who is a past president of 
the Indiana Soybean Alliance, has been elected to the USB 
Executive Committee.

Wilson grows soybeans, corn, wheat and tomatoes on 
his farm in Cass and Howard counties. He served on the ISA 
board from 2008-2016, and he has been a USB director since 
2014.

Other newly elected USB Executive Committee members 
include, Meagan Kaiser of Missouri, Ed Lammers of Nebraska, 
Steve Reinhard of Ohio, Tom Oswald of Iowa, Belinda Burrier 
of Maryland, Philip Good of Mississippi, Gary Berg of Illinois, 
Matt Gast of North Dakota and Past Chair Dan Farney of 
Illinois.

Corn and soybean checkoffs offer
scholarships and board election details
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Farmers in Indiana can 
take advantage of the 
increasing and stable 

demand of high oleic soybean 
oil by growing high oleic 
soybeans in the 2022 growing 
season. High oleic soybeans 
position the U.S. soy industry 
into the future and contribute 
to greater farmer profitability, 
according to industry sources.

U.S. soy checkoff partners 
such as the United Soybean 
Board (USB) and the Indiana 

Soybean Alliance (ISA) have been a champion of this 
technology for several years. With a versatile oil that provides 
a sustainable, highly stable, U.S.-grown product for the food 
industry and additional industrial users, high oleic soybeans 
will protect and grow demand.

High oleic soybeans brought an average premium of 50 
cents to 99 cents per bushel, depending on the acreage 
grown and other factors, versus commodity soybeans last 
season. Locking in contracts like those available for high 
oleic can safeguard profits. Farmers won’t have to worry 
about storing any high oleic beans next season.

“The benefits of high oleic soybean oil intrigued us,” said 
Walton, Ind., farmer Kevin Wilson, a director on the USB 
board. “High oleic soybeans diversify our crop portfolio 
and spread risk a bit without much management change. 
The premium is worth the minimal effort needed to clean 
planting and harvesting equipment between his commodity 
and high oleic soybeans.”

Wilson has grown high oleic soybeans for nearly a decade. 
He said there are many reasons farmers benefit by growing 
high oleic soybeans. “They’re basically the same as growing 
regular soybeans, so it makes it easy to use,” Wilson said. 
“And the flipside is that we’re getting a really beneficial oil 
that now has taken off in the demand side. So, it appears to 
me that it’s a really good win-win for everyone.”

The added value the high oleic beans have offered, in 
Wilson’s case for eight years, is also a benefit.

“We’ve really never seen any yield drags at all,” he added. 
“The genetics continue to improve; yields are definitely 
on par with our conventional soybeans. Bottom line is that 
we get an additional 75 cents to $1.25 depending on how 

it works out on top of it. So, this year with our rise in our 
inputs, especially to me, this is something that could be very 
beneficial.”

Farmers in 2021 planted about 600,000 acres of high oleic 
soybeans in 13 states. To meet food processors’ demand, 
which the soy checkoff is focused on building, the goal for 
2022 is 1.1 million acres.

“As a result, farmers are going to really see more varieties 
out there, so that they’ve got more choices to choose from in 
the 2022 planting season,” said Wilson. “And something that I 
don’t know we’ve really talked a lot about, double cropping, 
if you happen to be in an area that does a lot of double 
cropping, I think that these might be something you really 
want to look at as well.”

Food industry insider touts high oleic soy
Tim Wrinn is an oil consultant to the food industry 

and a former executive with the Sara Lee Company and 
McDonald’s Corporation for more than 30 years. Wrinn was 
McDonald’s “resident potato person” when the restaurant 
began transitioning from partially hydrogenated soybean 
oil to high oleic canola oil. He said restaurants are always 
looking for an advantage.

“Soybeans have an inherent advantage for their long 
growing season, and that’s what large food companies 
need,” Wrinn said. “Yield per acre is better, and that gets cost 
down. If consumers are happy with the oil, then the food 
companies are 90 percent happy. That last 10 percent is 
about price. The new high oleic soybean oil is outstanding, 

Increasing and stable demand
for high oleic soybean oil for 2022

Former McDonald’s executive Tim Wrinn said the restaurant 
tested fries cooked in high oleic soybean oil, and it was 
positively received by consumers. Wrinn said supply is the big 
problem.

Walton, Ind., farmer Kevin 
Wilson began growing 
high oleic soybeans eight 
years ago.
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and food companies know this, but there isn’t a 
lot of it, yet.”

He said the only hurdle preventing most 
large-scale food companies from switching to 
high oleic soybean oil is it’s limited availability.

“We were testing it when I was with 
McDonalds, and it tested well,” Wrinn 
admitted. “High oleic soy was not available 
in the quantities we needed at that time, and 
it still is limited today. But it is growing. We 
couldn’t switch the McDonald’s system over 
to something being processed on in a small 
setting. Right now, demand is there, but supply 
isn’t yet. Meeting that demand is the goal that 
we all have.”

Better health benefits for consumers is also 
attractive to restaurants, he said.

“Commodity soybean oil was once the most 
widely used oil in the food industry, at both the 
restaurant level and food-manufacturing level,” 
Wrinn said. “At McDonald’s, we didn’t want to 
change that flavor profile that everybody loves. Consumers 
liked high oleic soybean oil when we tested it with them. 
There’s no competitive advantage, no marketing advantage, 
to other oils over high oleic. The trans-fat issue is the whole 
thing, and high oleic soy is perfect to address that.”

Grain elevators offer premiums
In a challenging economic time for many soybean farmers, 

central and northern Indiana grain elevators have teamed 
up to offer premium contracts for high oleic soybeans. ADM, 
Bunge, Perdue Agribusiness and Zeeland Farm Services 
crush high oleic soybeans and also refine and market the oil 
to food service operators, food manufacturers and non-food 
industrial users. Many smaller elevators are taking part in the 
growing demand for high oleic soybean oil.

“Above all, we aim to serve the farmers in our area,” said 

Dave Schnepf of Shideler Grain Company, Inc., of Eaton, 
Ind. “Anything we can do to make it easier for farmers to sell 
their beans and support everyone’s profitability this season, 
we’re going to do it. We’re excited to offer this service to 
farmers.”

Schnepf went on to say that he can help farmers who are 
thinking of adding high oleic soybeans to their farm. “I’m 
happy to connect you directly with a farmer utilizing a high 
oleic contract for this growing season to go into more depth. 
Please let me know how I can best be a resource for you,” he 
said.

For contact information, visit the company’s website at 
www.shidelergrain.com

Contracts are available for an estimated 50,000 acres. These 
contracts are available until they are all claimed. Participating 
elevators servicing central and northern Indiana include:

• ADM-Frankfort

• ADM-Logansport

• ADM-Swanington

• Clunette Elevator Co. Inc.

• Deatsman Grain Farms

• Dennis Grain Co.

• Gavilon Grain-Pleasant Ridge

• McGrawsville Feed & Grain Co., Inc.

• Moon Island Farms Grain, LLC

• Ridgeville Elevator-Elery Branch

• Shideler Grain Co., Inc.

• Smith Grain

• Wheatfield Grain Co.-Rensselaer

• Wheatfield Grain Co.-Wheatfield
For more information about high oleic soybeans, go online 

to www.unitedsoybean.org/media-center/issue-briefs/high-
oleic-soybeans, www.soyinnovation.com or www.qualisoy.com

Many grain elevators are offering 
farmers a premium to grow high oleic 
soybeans in 2022.

According to industry sources and 
USB, consumer demand is growing 
for food-grade, high oleic soybean oil.

Signs at a county fairgrounds offer information about growing 
high oleic soybean oil.



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST28   

When the world relies on 
you for healthy food choices, 
rely on SOYLEIC™

soyleic.com

That means the future of a healthier food 
system isn’t manufactured – it’s grown.

See why soybean farmers are embracing 
SOYLEIC™.

SOYLEIC™ is a non-GMO, high-oleic option for 
today’s soybean farmers – and those they serve.

• Maturity Groups for Your Area
• No Yield Drag
• Added Value for Culinary and Livestock   

Markets

Missouri
s 734 S. Country Club Drive 

Jefferson City, MO 65109

(573) 635-3819
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The Indiana Soybean 
Alliance (ISA) 
received a 2021 

Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management 
(IDEM) Governor’s Award for 
Environmental Excellence 
in the Pollution Prevention 
category at the 24th Annual 
Indiana Pollution Prevention 
Conference on Sept. 23. 
The award recognizes ISA 
for its work in developing 
PoreShield™ SME-PS, a soy-
based concrete durability 
enhancer that benefits the 
environment and Indiana 
economy.

“This recognition represents 
more than 10 years of hard 
work, innovation and partnership to advance a sustainable 
solution for costly concrete joint deterioration in Indiana,” 
said Julie Ohmen, new uses consultant for the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance. “We are thrilled to see PoreShield 
recognized as an environmentally friendly solution that 
also provides public health and economic benefits to our 
communities.”

The Governor’s Awards for Environmental Excellence 
are Indiana’s most prestigious environmental recognition 
awards. Only the most innovative, sustainable and 
exemplary programs or projects that impact Indiana’s 
environment and demonstrate measurable environmental, 
economic and social benefits are recognized.

ISA developed PoreShield in partnership with the 
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) and Purdue 
University. Several years of research and field trials 
demonstrate that a single application of PoreShield lasts 10 
or more years and extends the service life of concrete five-
to-nine times longer, compared to untreated concrete.

In addition to offering 
long-lasting concrete 
protection, PoreShield 
prevents pollution through 
its non-toxic and hazard-free 
product profile. The concrete 
durability enhancer replaces 
traditional, toxic concrete 
protectors and sealants, 
reducing Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOCs) by 90 
percent, and eliminating the 
need for harmful solvents. 
As a non-toxic product, 
PoreShield is safe for workers 
and requires no personal 
protective equipment (PPE) 

while applying.
“The main benefit (of 

PoreShield) is that it 
is environmentally friendly – we can spray this over 
creeks, waterways, dry beds or over active water,” said 
Carl Anderson, Orange County Highway Department 
Superintendent. “Considering the price and minimal labor 
involved, I believe in the end we’re going to gain on our 
bridge decks – a minimal cost and high reward.”

As a soy-based concrete durability enhancer, PoreShield 
supports Indiana soybean farmers and provides a boost to 
the local economy. On average, 400 bushels of soybeans 
are used for every mile of two-lane bridge receiving a full 
surface PoreShield treatment. PoreShield also saves INDOT 
money, reducing labor compared to the products and 
practices it replaces. Since its inception, years of progress 
through INDOT have led to large-scale changes in the way 
pavement joints are treated, using an innovative approach 
to protect the locations most susceptible to failure.

The United Soybean Board (USB), which is the national 
soybean checkoff, supports the expanded use of this 
product. Since the completion of the project that is the 

ISA receives Governor’s Award
for Environmental Excellence
in Pollution Prevention
Award recognizes ISA for its innovative work and partnership in developing 
PoreShield™ SME-PS, a soy-based concrete durability enhancer

Representing ISA at the award ceremony was, from left, 
ISA contractor Corey Crafton, ISA Director Jim Douglas, ISA 
New Uses Consultant Julie Ohmen, contractor Paul Imbrock 
and ISA Market Development and Value Creation Project 
Manager Maggie Daily.
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basis of today’s award, PoreShield has 
experienced similar success in states 
across the nation. It is a true testament 
to the impact that collaboration 
between the national soy checkoff and 
Indiana soy checkoff has to promote 
new uses for soybeans. With ISA and 
USB’s support through the years 
of development, PoreShield is now 
commercially available for use as 
INDOT and other states move towards 
greater implementation.

“USB is always looking to invest 
in new products that will use more 
soybeans and improve the value of our 
crop,” said USB Director Mark Seib, a 
farmer from Poseyville, Ind. “PoreShield 
has tremendous potential, and as the 
State of Indiana has recognized, it is 
also an environmentally safe product 
that will enhance the durability of our roads and bridges for 
many years to come. USB’s investment in PoreShield will 
pay dividends for soybean farmers in the very near future.”

For more information about the Indiana Soybean 

Alliance, visit www.indianasoybean.com. For more 
information about PoreShield, visit www.poreshield.com.
For more information about the United Soybean Board, visit 
www.unitedsoybean.org

ENSURE YOU ARE COVEREDENSURE YOU ARE COVERED

DEFFERED PRICING

Deferred priced 
contracts must be 

priced within the crop 
year that the grain 

was delivered

15 MONTH RULE

State law only 
allows grain that 

was delivered to be 
covered for a 15-month 

period directly prior 
to a declared date of 

failure

Visit isda.in.gov
or scan the QR code

FARMERS,FARMERS,

LEARN MORE

ISA New Uses Consultant Julie Ohmen, at left, 
holds a square of concrete that has been treated 
with PoreShield, a concrete durability enhancer. 
Contractor Paul Imbrock holds a similar square that 
has not been treated. Ohmen and Imbrock were 
showing the benefits of PoreShield to Indiana State 
Fair visitors in August.

ISA Director and Flat Rock, 
Ind., farmer Jim Douglas 
poses with the award 
PoreShield received from the 
Governor of Indiana.
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On Nov. 4, the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) gave 
a presentation at the OECD (Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development) Rural 

Regions Realizing the Net‐Zero Opportunity Meeting. This 
meeting was adjacent to the 26th United Nations Climate 
Change Conference in Glasgow, Scotland. In collaboration 
with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
ISA was invited to share the story of how the PoreShield 
business model creates rural opportunities, fosters a 
circular and bio‐economy, and is translatable and scalable.

As a non‐toxic, renewable and sustainable technology, 
PoreShield, a revolutionary concrete durability enhancer, 
is speeding the transition to a circular economy. 
This high‐performance technology is being adopted 
nationwide in the US and attracting interest internationally 
to preserve and extend the life of new and existing 
concrete infrastructure. This success is a result of a highly 
collaborative business model fueled by ISA, the United 
Soybean Board (USB) use of soybean checkoff dollars and 
the USDA.

“Biobased products are widely known for having a 
substantially lower impact on the environment compared 
to petroleum-‐based and other non‐biobased products,” 
said USDA Deputy Under Secretary for Rural Development 
Justin Maxson. “Beyond being more responsible 
alternatives, these products are produced by an industry 
responsible for nearly 5 million jobs in the United States 
alone. Under the Biden‐-Harris Administration, USDA is 
playing a key role in labeling biobased products so that 
consumers can make educated decisions for themselves, 
their families and their places of work.”

The PoreShield business model is built off an 
established infrastructure for soybean oil refining and 
its readily available soy methyl ester. In response to 
the Indiana Department of Transportation’s (INDOT) 
need for a high performance, cost competitive, carbon‐-
reducing alternative to preventing premature failure 
of Indiana concrete infrastructure, ISA and Purdue 
University collaborated to develop and patent PoreShield. 

Additionally, unlike competing petroleum-‐based products, 
PoreShield is carbon positive.

Currently, ISA is working with leading suppliers of 
concrete products in the construction industry to meet 
the growing adoption of PoreShield among key concrete 
infrastructure owners, including governmental and 
private owners. This growth is also catalyzed through 
policy including the USDA BioPreferred Program and the 
Mandatory Federal Purchasing requirements that give 
preference to bio‐based products.

“At its heart, collaboration is what makes the PoreShield 
business model run as well as it does,” said Julie Ohmen, 
new uses consultant for ISA. “We were honored to share this 
business model at the Rural Regions Realizing the Net‐Zero 
Opportunity Meeting in Scotland and hope that it inspires 
future adoption of this type of model as we all work towards 
securing global net‐zero by mid‐century.”

For more information about PoreShield, visit www.
poreshield.com. For more information about the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance, visit www.indianasoybean.com. For more 
information about the United Soybean Board, visit
www.unitedsoybean.org

ISA presents PoreShield business model 
at OECD meeting adjacent to U.N. 
Climate Change Conference
PoreShield business model creates rural opportunities and fosters a 
circular, bio-based economy

ISA Director and Jasper County, Ind., farmer Kendell Culp, 
at left, and ISA New Uses Consultant Julie Ohmen talk with 
a farmer about the benefits of concrete durability enhancer 
PoreShield from Scotland during an event in November.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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Among the many gems in 
Indiana’s Monroe County 
is a little distillery called 

Cardinal Spirits. Founded in 2015, 
the spirit-makers craft vodkas, 
gins, rums, liqueurs, and canned cocktails, and distributes 
them across 12 states and Washington, D.C. This year, the 
Bloomington distillery took top honors for the state in the 
2021 Heartland Whiskey Competition with their Straight Rye 
Whiskey and the Indiana Corn Marketing Council was proud 
to be the sponsoring organization for the biennial event.

“There’s no doubt that Indiana corn gives our spirits 
memorable character, sip after sip, whether it’s the flavorful 
star of a bourbon or the versatile base for a gin,” said Cardinal 
Spirits co-founder Jeff Wuslich. “We search far and wide for 
the best ingredients to make our spirits, and we’re lucky that 
when it comes to corn, the best is right here in Indiana.” 

Cardinal’s winning spirit has only been available in Indiana 
since last year and this was the first time it has been entered 
into competition. What makes it even more special is that 
Cardinal was one of the early partners with ICMC in the 
“Raising the Glass” video series and have a vested interest 
the success of Hoosier agriculture.

“Everything we use to distill and flavor our award-winning 
spirits are real-deal botanicals, fruits, and spices,” Wuslich 
said. “We never use bottled extracts or flavorings, and we 
source local ingredients – including our corn, honey and 
walnuts whenever possible.”

Distillers from across 17 “Heartland” states competed 
in this year’s competition. The event is sanctioned and 
supervised by the American Craft Spirits Association (ACSA) 
and is sponsored by the promotion arms of participating 
state corn associations. Best of State awards are given to the 
top scoring entry from each state with Best of Show honors 
going to the highest scoring whiskey overall.

Each entry is judged on a blind tasting. Judges are chosen 
for their demonstrated expertise in the craft spirits industry. 

The blind judging process is supervised by ACSA and every 
submission is tasted and graded on a point system. The 
entries are noted for their defining characteristics. Points 
determine the top three in each category and all distillers 
receive judging notes on their submissions.

ACSA delineates specific entry criteria consistent with 
its stewardship of this and other spirits competitions. The 
one criterion unique to this competition is that all whiskey 
submissions must be made from some amount of corn.

Though arguably young by distillery standards, Cardinal 
Spirits is no stranger to successful outcomes in spirits 
competitions. In fact, in the six years they’ve been in 
operation, they’ve been recognized for nearly a dozen of 
their spirits including a double-gold and best in category 
award at the 2017 American Distilling Institute Spirits 
Competition for their corn-based Terra botanical gin.

Cardinal was not the only Indiana distiller recognized at 
this year’s competition. Starlight Distillery from Clark County, 
Ind. took the bronze medal for its Carl T’s Limited Release 
Double Oak/French Oak Whiskey. Starlight, operating out 
of the Huber Orchard and Winery in Starlight, Ind., has been 
known for their brandies since entering the distilling space 
in 2004, but have more recently been distilling whiskeys, 
bourbons, vodka, rum and gin.

Both Cardinal Spirits and Starlight Distillery products can 
be found in your local package and grocery stores, or head 
to southern Indiana to schedule a tour and tasting. You can 
also learn more about Cardinal Spirits and their distilling 
practices, as well as a few cocktails on their menu, by 
checking out the ICMC YouTube channel and searching for 
the Raising the Glass video series.

Cardinal Spirits wins Best in State
at Heartland Whiskey Competition

Distillers from across 17 “Heart-
land” states competed in this 
year’s competition, which was 
sanctioned and supervised by the 
American Craft Spirits Association.

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.
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Though arguably young by 
distillery standards, Cardinal 
Spirits is no stranger to 
successful outcomes in
spirits competitions.

Starlight Distillery from Clark 
County, Ind., took the bronze medal 
for its Carl T’s Limited Release 
Double Oak/French Oak Whiskey.



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST34   

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT

On Oct. 28 the National Corn Growers Association 
(NCGA) announced the Consider Corn Challenge 
III winners at the Advanced Biofuels Leadership 

Conference in San Francisco, Calif. The six winners were 
chosen because their technologies can improve a product 
or process, scale-up and produce biobased materials from 
field corn.

“We know we 
produce an affordable, 
abundant and 
sustainable crop that 
can be used for a 
variety of uses and 
applications, which 
is why we held the 
contest,” said NCGA 
Market Development 
Action Team 
(MDAT) Chair and 
Iowa farmer Bob 
Hemesath. “The 
value of corn as 
an industrial feedstock continues to improve thanks to 
advancements in technology, production and logistics 
efficiency. Corn is the perfect solution for biobased 
products, especially as society becomes increasingly 
interested in more sustainable products.”

The six winners of the Consider Corn Challenge III are the 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) in Golden, 
Colo., BioAstra Technologies from Quebec, Canada, 
Catalyxx of Chesterfield, Mo., Danimer Scientific based in 
Bainbridge, Ga., Låkril Technologies out of the University of 
Minnesota, and Sylvatex from San Francisco, Calif.

The total prize pool was $150,000, split equally between 
winners.

Two of the contest winners, Catalyxx and Låkril 
Technologies, are companies that the Indiana Corn 
Marketing Council (ICMC) Board of Directors decided to 
invest in this fiscal year. ICMC New Uses Consultant Julie 
Ohmen was present when NCGA announced the Consider 
Corn Challenge III winners.

“ICMC’s strategic direction to create value through new 
uses for Indiana corn farmer’s includes expanding market 
opportunities for corn-derived sugars and ethanol that 

create bio-industrial ingredients that are sustainable,” 
Ohmen explained. “Our engagement with Låkril and Catalyxx 
are examples of how our board of directors is committed to 
investing checkoff funds to drive demand that will provide a 
return to Indiana farmers and rural communities.”

Catalyxx CEO Joaquin Alarcon said his company’s 
mission is to 
“become the 
world leader in 
catalytic chemistry 
that will allow 
the substitution 
of petrochemical 
products, 
traditionally made 
from crude oil, for 
the same molecules 
produced from 
renewable sources.”

Alarcon added 
that the Catalyxx 
process converts 

ethanol into higher alcohols efficiently through chemical 
catalytic conversion. The technology will allow utilization of 
existing ethanol assets by providing a “bolt-on” process to 
produce a biofuel to substitute diesel.

Catalyxx creates a bio-based n-butanol and other 
longer-chain linear alcohols from ethanol. This n-butanol 
is used to make other chemicals such as butyl acetate and 
butyl acrylates, which are valuable as a solvent or as an 
ingredient in formulated products such as cosmetics. The 
alcohol mix can be used for diesel and marine fuels.

Replacing petroleum-derived acrylics
Låkril Technologies, a Chicago-based start-up, 

announced it has licensed catalyst technology from the 
University of Minnesota to convert corn-derived lactic acid 
into bio-based acrylics that provide at least a 35 percent 
CO2 reduction from petroleum-derived acrylics. Bio-acrylic 
acids can be used to make super absorbers in hygiene 
products and diapers and for bio-acrylate polymers in 
paints and industrial coatings systems.

Låkril Technologies plans to commercialize sustainable 
acrylics at prices that compete with petroleum using 

Two of NCGA’s Consider Corn 
Challenge III winners already 
working with ICMC

ICMC New Uses Consultant Julie 
Ohmen poses with Låkril Technologies 
President and Co-Founder Chris 
Nicholas at NCGA’s Consider Corn 
Challenge III awards ceremony in San 
Francisco, Calif.

Catalyxx CEO Joaquin Alarcon poses 
with ICMC New Uses Consultant 
Julie Ohmen in San Francisco, Calif. 
Catalyxx received research funding 
from the ICMC board.
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traditional chemical refining approaches.
“Bio-based acrylics have long been sought by producers 

and end users, but routes leading to cost parity at scale 
with today’s petrochemicals have not been found before 
this discovery,” said Låkril President Chris Nicholas. “Our 
thermochemical technology provides outstanding yields of 
bio-based acrylics from lactic acid allowing us to achieve 
competitive economics with petroleum-based products.”

Nicholas attended the ceremony in San Francisco to 
accept the Consider Corn Challenge III award and provide 
his vision of corn-based lactic acid reducing carbon while 
expanding markets for up to 700 million bushels of corn.

The bio-acrylics breakthrough was invented at the 
University of Minnesota with funding from the NSF Center 
for Sustainable Polymers (CSP), a National Science 
Foundation Center for Chemical Innovation focused on 
sustainable polymer research.

“Our goal from the beginning has been to give sustainable 
materials a competitive edge by making them at an 
incredibly low cost, such that the transition to bio-derived 
products is effortless for consumers and end users,” said 
Paul Dauenhauer, a professor and the MacArthur Fellow at 
the University of Minnesota. “With conventional materials 
made from corn, we remove economic and technical 
barriers to the sustainable materials economy.”

University of Minnesota professor and CSP Director Marc 
Hillmyer added, “The bi-functional catalyst discovered 
in the Dauenhauer laboratory for the lactate-to-acrylate 
transformation is an outstanding example of applying 
fundamental mechanistic understanding to an important 
societal problem. Efficient transformations of renewable 
resources to commonly used polymers will continue to play 
a critical role for a sustainable future in this space.”

Låkril Technologies has secured research funding from 
ICMC and the Minnesota Corn Research and Promotion 
Council (MCR&PC). These research funds come from 
the farm families of Minnesota and Indiana through corn 
checkoff investment. The funds enable the company to 
establish a laboratory and advance the initial discovery 
toward commercialization.

“Minnesota Corn is proud to partner with Låkril on their 
efforts to expand market opportunities for corn-derived 
sugars and ethanol and contribute to the increased 
sustainability of many paints, coatings, adhesives and other 
polymers,” said MCR&PC Chairman Brandon Fast.

Winners create new uses for corn
Previous winners of the Consider Corn Challenge contests 

have scaled up to the next phase of development, received 
additional grant funding, entered into joint agreements 
and obtained registration for state biobased production 
incentives. If all 15 winners of the Consider Corn Challenge 
I, II & III reached full commercialization with products 
available in the marketplace, the potential for additional 
corn demand could be approximately 3.4 billion bushels.

“This contest allows us to be more innovative in meeting 
the needs of our customers, who want more sustainable, 
biobased products,” Hemesath added. “Farmers have 
made great strides over the years to utilize the technology 
that allows them to grow more on less land using fewer 
resources per bushel. There is enough corn grown to be 
able to meet the needs for food, feed, fuel and new uses.”

Here’s more about the other contest winners:

• National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) converts 
acrylonitrile to carbon fiber. This creates a lightweight 
replacement for steel and aluminum in products like 
vehicles.

• BioAstra Technologies creates smart and recyclable 
formulations based on cellulose and PLA to make 
products such as plastic bags, surgical masks and 
phase-change materials.

• Sylvatex plans sustainable solutions made from 
biomass-derived oxygenates and free fatty acids useful 
as alternative diesel fuel or specialty chemicals for the 
production of cathodes used in lithium-ion batteries. 
This technology could help off-road diesel and 
cathodes for battery production.

• Danimer Scientific discovered a process to make 
Polyhydroxyalkanoates (PHAs) from corn oil. PHAs are 
biodegradable, bio-based polymers that can be used 
for plastics

Each winner was awarded $25,000.

Subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Farm Credit Mid-America is an equal opportunity lender and equal 
opportunity provider. 
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What happens when a country stops purchasing 
U.S. corn due to concerns about long-term 
storage of it in hot, humid environments? In 

Egypt, the U.S. Grains Council (USGC) has stepped in to 
help, working with Dr. Klein Ileleji from Purdue University to 
conduct a corn storage program to improve conditions and 
the overall storability of U.S. corn there.

For the next year, the Council will gather data from a 
warehouse owned by the largest corn importer in Egypt, 
where Council-sponsored aeration equipment has 
been installed. The data collected will be compared to 
a warehouse that does not use the equipment to show 
the economic and grain quality benefits of using these 
mechanisms in storage facilities.

Dr. Kyle Gilliam, USGC manager of global strategies 
and trade, recently visited Damietta, Egypt, to assist in the 
storage project. Gilliam worked closely with the Egyptian 
importer while there.

Aeration equipment that uses standalone pedestals in flat 
warehouses was installed in one of the 24 storage facilities. 
The Egyptian government only allows flat storage at the port, 
making this style of equipment – purchased with a grant 
from a Council member - a necessity.

“Egypt is a 10 million metric ton (MMT) per year import 
market,” Gilliam said. “With this program and the continued 
relationship with the grains importing leader, combined 
with the Council’s industrial starch program highlighting the 
superior performance of U.S. corn in wet milling, we were 
able to see four vessels of U.S. corn traded into Egypt this 
year (approximately a $60 million investment). The hope with 

this program is to show the Egyptians how they can properly 
store U.S. corn and anchor at least 1 MMT of exports to Egypt 
annually.”

Complimentary to the storage project, the Council also 
worked in Egypt to conduct a starch program that focused 
on how industrial wet millers can see an increased profit 
from using U.S. corn over that of other origins.

The corn storage effort will continue for the next year 
in Egypt as the Council gathers data. Additionally, the 
Council plans to roll out this program in other countries 
and companies around the world where storage conditions 
negatively impact their image of U.S. corn.

Corn sales to Egypt increased by 830 percent in the 2020-
21 marketing year for a total of 451,500 metric tons, or 17.7 
million bushels. Egypt is the second-largest market for U.S. 
corn in the Middle East region.

Egyptian corn storage program could 
increase U.S. corn exports

U.S. Grains Council (USGC) staff recently visited Egypt where a 
corn storage program is taking place. Using USGC-sponsored 
aeration equipment, the goal of the program is to improve 
storage conditions and overall storability of U.S. corn in hot 
climates. Pictured from left to right are Dr. Klein Ileleji of Purdue 
University; Dr. Kyle Gilliam, USGC manager of global strategies 
and trade; Reece Cannady, USGC manager of global trade; 
USGC’s Middle East and Africa Regional Director, Ramy H. Taieb; 
and an employee of the Egyptian importer.

On the far right, Dr. Klein Ileleji oversees a test run of a few of 
the fans before they are placed on top of the pedestals.
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The third edition of the USAPEEC Americas Expo was in Bogotá, Colombia, 
on Nov. 9-10 with the sponsorship of the Nebraska Soybean Board, National 
Turkey Federation and with the support of the Office of Agricultural Affairs 

of the Embassy of the United States in Colombia. This event was designed to 
strengthen relations between importers from South America, Central America and 
the Caribbean with exporters of poultry products and U.S. egg products.

The two-day, in-person event at the Grand Hyatt Hotel featured technical 
presentations, a trade show, and a trade reception with importers, exporters, 
commodity group members from Kansas and Indiana, USDA officials, and an 
official welcome from U.S. Ambassador to Colombia Philip Goldberg.

Several directors and staff from the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and the 
Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) attended the Expo. Among those were ISA 
farmer directors Nancy Cline, Kirklin, Ind.; Jim Douglas, Flat Rock, Ind.; and Carey 
McKibben, LaGrange, Ind.; and ICMC farmer-director David Ring, Huntingburg, Ind. 
ISA and ICMC CEO Courtney Kingery and ISA and ICMC Senior Director of Grain 
Production and Utilization Ed Ebert also attended.

“We visited supermarkets where we saw various methods for promoting poultry 
products, including samples, brochures and more,” Cline said. “One unique concept 
was a promotion in a fitness center by an individual who interacts with people one-
on-one. Information is projected via video, as well. I realized the importance of 
building in-person relationships.”

Indiana corn and soybeans are a primary feed ingredient for egg and poultry 
producers.

“There’s a huge push in Colombia for turkey consumption,” said Ring, who also raises turkeys on his Dubois County farm. 
“We went to a really large store, probably three times the size of a Sam’s Club, and they had a lot of advertisements up 
encouraging turkey consumption.”

He said aquaculture is another major user of U.S. soybeans. “I was amazed at the fish production that they had down there,” 
Ring said. “I sat with a guy who was known as Mr. Tilapia for South America. They raise five different species of tilapia, and 
they buy a tremendous amount of soybeans.”

The event started each day with educational seminars. 
The first day featured Dr. Gerardo Casco, who talked about 
“Poultry meat processing for value-added products.” 
Casco is an agronomic engineer from the Escuela Agrícola 
Panamericana in Honduras with a master’s and doctorate 
degrees in poultry science from Texas A&M University. On 
the second day, poultry market analyst Mark Jordan led a 
discussion on the “Prospects of the world market for poultry 
and other proteins.”

The trade fair offered more than 150 importers from the 
region to meet with 17 companies of exporters of poultry 
meat and eggs from the United States that strengthened 
commercial relations. Twenty USAPEEC members and 
special guests also participated. USAPEEC hosted a 
reception, which was attended by the United States 
Ambassador to Colombia, Philip S. Goldberg, and USAPEEC 
President Jim Sumner. The entire event took place at the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel in Bogotá. The next edition of La Americas 
Expo will be in May 2022 in Lima, Peru.

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.

Poultry, egg exports touted during
USAPEEC event in Colombia

ISA Director Nancy Cline, a farmer from 
Kirklin, Ind., poses at the welcome sign to 
the third edition of the USAPEEC Americas 
Expo in Bogota, Colombia, Nov. 9-10.

U.S. Ambassador to Colombia 
Philip Goldberg, at left, and 
USAPEEC President Jim Sumner 
talk about U.S. egg and poultry 
exports during the Americas Expo.

The sign selling U.S. poultry 
products in a grocery in 
Bogota, Colombia, features 
the ISA and ICMC logos.
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The Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) has 
received a $500,000 grant from the USDA National 
Institute for Food and Agriculture’s (NIFA) Farm and 

Ranch Stress Assistance Network (FRSAN) Program. ISDA is 
partnering with the Indiana Rural Health Association (IRHA) 
and Purdue Extension to reduce mental health stigma 
and connect individuals engaged in agriculture-related 
occupations to existing stress assistance programs.

“The agricultural community is an extraordinary one 
with hard working people and unique challenges, both 
economically and socially,” said Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch, 
Secretary of Agriculture and Rural Development. “This funding 
will assist rural residents with stress and help communities 
ensure residents know there are available resources help 
close to home.”

ISDA will work with the IRHA to help those who live and 
work in agriculture to become more comfortable with mental 
health care options by hosting 23 community workshops 
across Indiana. Conversations about mental health stigma 
and resources, as well as recognizing signs of those in 
mental health distress will be discussed. For a list of regional 
meetings and locations, visit indianaruralhealth.org.

“Indiana is a very rural state with lots of farming and 
agricultural bases in many towns and cities. Our statewide 
workshops will work to provide these communities the tools 
they need to recognize stress, related mental health issues 
and mental health crises that unfortunately can lead to suicide 
attempts,” said Kathy Walker, Program Director, Indiana Rural 
Heath Association. “Our workshops will provide skills to help 
everyone recognize signs of distress. Indiana Rural Health 

Association works to enhance the health and well-being 
of rural Hoosiers through leadership, education, advocacy, 
collaboration and resource development.”

To supplement these activities, Purdue Extension will also 
survey and analyze the mental health call center landscape 
and capacity in Indiana and then create and deploy a 
specialized training module for mental health call center 
workers supporting farmers, farm families and agribusinesses.

“COVID, the breakdown of agricultural supply chains, price 
volatility and variable weather are just a few issues that have 
intensified the need for stronger supports for our farmers 
and agribusiness colleagues in times of stress,” said Dr. Jason 
Henderson, Director of Purdue Extension. “Purdue Extension is 
excited to partner with ISDA and IRHA on this project to focus 
on resources and tools to support farm families through these 
difficult times.”

Together ISDA, IRHA and Purdue Extension will highlight the 
importance of mental health care through broad promotions. 
This will include creating mental health promotional materials 
and visual reminders for the farming community that will be 
shared at events across Indiana, such as the Indiana State Fair.

“Farming is one of the most dangerous and stressful jobs 
there is,” said ISDA Director Bruce Kettler. “Each person faces 
stressors in their job and in their life, and rural communities are 
no different. I am hopeful this project will highlight resources 
for their stress and any mental difficulties they may face.”

This initiative is intended to increase awareness of existing 
mental health resources, build knowledge on farming and 
agricultural stressors and help Hoosiers reduce stigma and 
better-recognize mental health needs.

ISDA receives USDA grant to help farmers access 
mental health, stress assistance programs

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.
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From promoting the profitability of using high-quality 
soybean meal in India to training animal producers on 
nutrition in Colombia, the soy checkoff is working behind the 
scenes to develop more market opportunities for U.S. soy. We’re 
looking inside the bean, beyond the bushel and around the world to 
keep preference for U.S. soy strong. And it’s helping make a valuable 
impact for soybean farmers like you.

See more ways the soy checkoff is maximizing profit opportunities for 
soybean farmers at unitedsoybean.org
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