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ICGA wins membership awards from 
National Corn Growers Association

PRESIDENT’S  REVIEW

A
s I gaze out on my farm, the ground is hard 
covered with frost. Sunlight is brief, and the days 
are cold. The weather is suitable for winter in 

Indiana. Nevertheless, as farmers, we understand that 
field work is just around the corner. Before long we will be 
turning the soil and planting seed.

We understand that there is a season to everything, and 
right now, Indiana farmers are in a pretty good season. 
We had an abundant crop in the fall, and prices are up 
compared to recent years. Many market watchers seem 
to think that these price trends will continue for a while.

It’s good to celebrate the good news, when good news 
happens. Too often we don’t take the time to do that. In 
all, 2021 has gotten off to a good start.

The good news that I want to share with you here is 
that ICGA has received three membership awards from 
National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) already this 
year. The awards Indiana won for membership growth 
include:

• First place nationally with the highest numeric
membership increase

• Target Growth Award, which results in a $1,500 prize
• Super Growth Award, which results in a $7,500 prize
As everyone knows, 2020 was a challenging year with 

many membership events canceled. Traditionally, these 
events are where we recruit new members. However, the 
membership team and staff pivoted and provided great 
online events along with scaled-back, in-person events 
that kept ICGA in the eyes and minds of those who were 
thinking about joining.

The growth in membership numbers is a measure of 
the value Indiana farmers saw in the work done by ICGA. 
Congratulations to everyone’s hard work on membership 
growth and renewals.

Also, keep in mind that more events, both online – and 
hopefully – in person, will be on the schedule this year. If 
you are a member, tell a friend why you belong to ICGA 
and encourage them to join. If you’re not a member, ask 
someone about joining. We do the work that Hoosier 
corn farmers really need; watching our state and federal 
lawmakers while they consider new laws and regulations 
that affect us.

Remembering Ronnie Mohr
Indiana agriculture lost a 

passionate and long-time 
advocate with the passing of 
Hancock County farmer Ronnie 
Mohr in December. Mohr was a 
tireless worker for Indiana corn 
growers and was involved in 
farm groups for decades. But he 
was more than that, he was also 
my friend. I believe Ronnie was 
the ideal servant leader.

Ronnie worked with the corn checkoff, ICGA and the 
National Corn Growers Association. He helped raise the 
cap on the Indiana Grain Indemnity Fund from $14 million 
to $25 million, which is a tremendous safety net for 
farmers when a grain buyer goes bankrupt. Ronnie was 
also active in his community by serving on the Hancock 
County sheriff’s merit board, the Hancock County Soil and 
Water Conservation District and other cooperative boards.

A man can be known by his service, but his friends 
know much more. And those are the memories that I 
will cherish. Thank you, Ronnie, for everything. You are 
missed.

Mike
Beard
President
Indiana Corn Growers  
Association



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST4   

Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) is the state soybean checkoff organization. ISA ensures there are  

strong, viable markets for soybeans through the discovery and development of innovative new uses that 

have major commercial value. Through partnerships with development companies, entrepreneurs and 

universities, ISA’s new use innovation efforts have led to the creation of popular commercialized products, 

including: soy candles, soy crayons and soy-based concrete sealants.

To learn more about Indiana soybean  
checkoff investments, visit indianasoybean.com.
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• HB 1150 says that the department of state revenue may 
not assess a penalty on a citation for an oversize load 
after more than one year has passed from the date the 
person receives the citation.

• SB 227 creates a three-tiered system for civil penalties 
($250, $500, $1,000) for pesticide application violations. 
Factors such as the chemistry used, the intent of the 
individual, and resulting effects were used to determine 
the appropriate penalty level.

You are invited to become a member of the policy side of 
ISA and help us complete the job of representing you (the 
farmer) in the government process. The policy side is not 
funded by checkoff dollars, and we can only represent you 
with membership money. If you wish to become a member, 
contact Rachel Conner at rconner@indianasoybean.com. If you 
are already a member, thank you for allowing us to work on 
your behalf.

Macy Mead joins the team
We just hired a new team member 

to help with our membership efforts. 
Join me in welcoming Macy Mead, who 
is the new Industry Affairs Project 
Manager for ISA, the Indiana Corn 
Marketing Council and the Indiana 
Corn Growers Association. Macy will 
have the responsibility of leading 
our membership and corporate 
sponsorship activities. She will also 
execute the Industry and Public 

Affairs marketing plan and events in coordination with the 
Marketing and Industry Affairs teams.

Macy is a recent graduate of Purdue University, majoring 
in Agricultural Sales and Marketing and received a 
certificate of Entrepreneurship and Innovation. While at 
Purdue, Macy worked as a member of the Closing Team for 
Wendt Group, closing pig and cattle sales. A long-time 4-H 
member, she has shown pigs nationally. We’re excited to 
have Macy join our team.

Until we meet again . . . Happy Planting!

Happy 2021! As we welcome 2021 and reflect on 
2020, let us look for the positive opportunities 
that 2021 will bring us.

As I work in the shop to get equipment ready for Spring 
there is no better satisfaction than doing a job myself and 
doing it right. On the other hand, it can be good to seek 
the help and advice of experts when needed. 

If we want to have beneficial agricultural rules and 
regulations in the Indiana Statehouse and on Capitol Hill 
in Washington D.C, we shouldn’t rely on just the experts. 
We need to roll up our sleeves and go to work to 
get the job done along with the experts. These 
rules and regulations affect our business of farming 
and our livelihoods.  At the end of the day, the 
experts go home but we’re the ones being directly 
affected by the outcome.  I encourage each and 
every one of you to read and study the issues.

The best way to do that is to study the issue.
The ISA Membership and Policy Committee can help 

with that, too. Two of the ways that policy members can 
learn about the potential laws and regulations on the 
horizon is to read a couple of newsletters produced by 
our staff: Grower News and Heard in the Halls.

Grower News is emailed to policy members every 
other Thursday throughout the year. Grower News covers 
policy issues on both the national and state level.

Heard in the Halls is published every Friday during the 
General Assembly at the Indiana Statehouse, and it ends 
when the session does sometime in April. To give you an 
idea of what is in Heard in the Halls, here are a few of the 
potential new laws that the ISA staff is monitoring now:

• SB 389 repeals the law requiring a permit from the 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
for wetland activity in a state-regulated wetland.

Because it affects agriculture,
farmers need to do the job

CHAIR ’S  REVIEW

Mike
Koehne
Chair
ISA Membership and  
Policy Committee

Macy Mead
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With COVID-19 restrictions preventing many public 
gatherings, the Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) 
and Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership and Policy 
Committee (ISA) staff quickly adjusted plans for the annual 
Ag Policy Forum to a virtual format. Those adjustments let 
to the week-long online Indiana Corn and Soybean Forum 
from Nov. 30-Dec. 4.

“Of course we missed getting together in person to 
discuss the policy issues that are important to farmers, but 
this online format does have its advantages,” said ICGA 
board member Scott Smith, who farms near Noblesville, 
Ind. “With an online event, there isn’t the time and trouble 
involved with travel for both the attendees and speakers.”

As a result, hundreds of farmers from around the 
state were able to log on and participate in the daily 

presentations of the Forum. These programs each were a 
little longer than an hour, and they helped inform ICGA and 
ISA of key farm policy issues heading into 2021.

Bane-Welker Farm Equipment and First Farmers Bank 
and Trust were the presenting sponsors for the Forum.

Kettler says COVID-19 remains top issue
Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) Director 

Bruce Kettler addressed farm policy prospects for 2021 at 
the state level during a presentation on Nov. 30.

He said COVID-19-related issues could have the largest 
impact on Indiana farm policy in 2021. The state’s General 
Assembly still needs to determine how lawmakers, 
lobbyists and government officials will interact in the 
coming session. Kettler is unsure if most of the General 

Farm policy issues covered during
week-long, virtual Forum
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Indiana State Department of Agriculture Director Bruce Kettler talks to farmers during the 2019 Ag Policy Summit.
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Farm policy issues covered during
week-long, virtual Forum

Assembly’s business will be conducted through virtual 
services online, or if traditional discussions in the halls of 
the Indiana Statehouse will be allowed.

“It’s certainly going to be different, given that the 
legislature has to work in different ways,” he speculated. 
“We don’t have all of the details, yet, and I know that’s a 
little frustrating to my policy team. But we’ve had to adjust 
all year; all of us have. We’ll figure that out.”

One thing for certain, he said, is that money will be tight 
in state government. “We know that COVID will affect 
the state budget,” Kettler added. “Our department is no 
different than any other. We’ve been asked to cut back, and 
we have.”

The ISDA’s goal is to maintain essential services with 
the funds available. He said ISDA is operating with about 
10 percent less staff mostly due to positions that have 
not been filled. These will not be filled in the foreseeable 
future, Kettler added. “I’m very proud that our team still 
does the work that needs to be done,” he said. “It’s no 
different than farmers or ag business. We do more with less 
on a regular basis.”

Another pandemic-related issue is prioritizing who gets 
access to the COVID-19 vaccine. Kettler is working with 
other state government agencies to make sure those who 
work in farm and food fields are highly prioritized.

“I want you to know that (ISDA) along with the (Indiana) 
Board of Animal Health are starting to have conversations, 
because a lot of questions have come up about, for 
example, our meat processing facilities and other essential 
workers in agriculture,” he said. “Is there a priority (for who 
gets the vaccine)? What are we going to be doing? What 
are we looking at? That’s not exactly known, just yet.”

He acknowledged that health care workers and 
long-term care employees should come first. But after 
that, those who provide food for the public need to be 
prioritized.

Kettler reported the ISDA awarded $4 million to 
41 Indiana meat processing businesses through the 
Indiana Meat Processing Expansion and Development 
Grant Program. This funding was allocated to offset the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on local and small 
meat-processing agribusinesses in Indiana. Funding 
was made available through the state’s allocation of 
federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act 
dollars. Many businesses are using the grants to purchase 
equipment or modify their facilities for increased efficiency. 
Some are using the funding to train additional staff and 
purchase personal protective equipment. The meat 
processors are businesses with fewer than 500 employees.

“We are getting those funds out,” Kettler said. “The 
important part of that is that it’s more than a $4 million 
boost because all of those funds had to be matched. And

it’s more than an $8 million boost because many of those 
programs receive more than a one-to-one match.”

Seyfert: New faces coming to
Capitol Hill

American Soybean 
Association (ASA) 
Executive Director of 
Government Affairs 
Christy Seyfert 
covered federal ag 
policy topics on Nov. 
30. She said ASA 
expects to work with 
many new faces in 
Washington, D.C., in 
the coming years. 
With Republicans 
gaining seats in 
the U.S. House of 

Representatives and Democrats gaining control in the U.S. 
Senate, Congress will look different for the next couple of 
years.

“Just by the numbers here, you can see we have a lot of 
relationship-building ahead of us,” Seyfert said. “There are 
at least 60-plus new members of the House; and in the 
Senate, seven new members. At least one of those was a 
House member prior, so we have a relationship there … It is 
a great opportunity to share the soy story with members on 
the Hill.”

She said many changes are expected during the 
transition in administrations from former President Trump 
to President Biden. She advised that farmers need to 
watch for more than just the USDA appointees. “We are 
also watching EPA, the U.S. Department of Transportation 
and the U.S. Trade Representative,” Seyfert noted. “These 
are just a few of the many appointments that can impact 
agriculture.”

Directors explain ISA, ICMC
strategic plans

Farmer directors from the ISA, ICMC and ICGA boards, 
along with CEO Courtney Kingery, said growth of Indiana’s 
livestock sector is a main feature of the new, three-year 
strategic plans for the state’s corn and soybean checkoffs. 
Kingery facilitated the Dec. 1 session..

Each strategic plan is built on four primary focus areas, 
which include:

• Market Development – moving corn and soybeans to 
customers and end users.

• Sustainability – balancing environmental, societal and 
economic practices that benefit farmers.
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• Value Creation – developing new products and uses 
from soybeans and corn.

• Producer Engagement – inviting farmers to 
participate in checkoff programs.

Kingery said investment in livestock programs is a 
primary feature of Market Development. “This is all 
about moving the pile and increasing demand,” she 
explained. “One of the largest investment areas in Market 
Development is in livestock – specifically, supporting 
domestic and export meat and poultry demand. Livestock 
is the largest customer for corn and soybeans in Indiana, so 

it’s an important part 
of the strategic plans.”

ISA board member 
Mark Legan, a 
Coatesville farmer 
and an executive 
board member of 
the U.S. Meat Export 
Federation, said the 
corn and soybean 
checkoffs are 
financially invested 
in the success of 
Indiana’s livestock 
farms.

“This year, the 2021 
budget cycle that we’re on currently, livestock and poultry 
programs will account for about 21 percent of the (ISA) 
budget. Of that, about 15 percent goes for direct project 
spends on these export programs,” Legan explained. “We 
do spend some money helping producers – particularly 
in Indiana – partnering with Indiana Pork and Indiana Farm 
Bureau on policy issues that affect livestock so that we can 
expand the market for soybean meal.”

ICMC President 
Joshua Miller, an 
Anderson farmer and 
Secretary-Treasurer of 
the U.S. Grains Council 
(USGC), explained that 
exporting grain in all 
of its forms benefits 
American farmers. 
He said when pork 
producers in Vietnam 
who suffered losses 
to African Swine Fever 
decided to convert 
their farms to poultry 
operations, nearby 

USGC staff visited to teach them about dried distillers 
grains (DDGs), a livestock feed made as a byproduct from 

corn-based ethanol. Due to the efforts of USGC, Miller said 
Vietnam is an emerging market for additional U.S. exports 
of DDGs.

ICGA President Mike Beard, a Frankfort farmer and a 
board member of the USA Poultry and Egg Export Council, 
said the corn checkoff plans to be a reliable partner for 
livestock producers. “The new strategic plan will continue 
this commitment,” Beard said. “It will continue to support 
the expansion of the Farmers Deliver program, and that’s a 
program that showcases the positive economic impact of 
livestock in the state of Indiana.

“And we’ll also continue to support further expansion 
of pork and other livestock and poultry that’s right here in 
Indiana.”

Starling: Biden to focus on
climate change

Federal farm 
policy expert Ray 
Starling served as 
the keynote speaker 
for the Midwest 
Pork Conference 
and also addressed 
those listening to 
the Forum on Dec. 
1. Starling began his 
policy career in 2015 
as General Counsel 
and later Chief of Staff 
for Sen. Thom Tillis 
(R-N.C.).

In 2017, Starling moved to the White House as an 
agriculture and ag trade advisor to Trump. Then in 2018, he 
became the Chief of Staff for then-USDA Secretary Sonny 
Perdue, who he worked with for more than one year.

Starling said the federal government has pumped billions 
of dollars into U.S. agriculture for the past three years. In 
2020, he said, government spending on agriculture – not 
counting welfare and supplemental food programs – 
exceeded $40 billion. The funds have come from Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP), Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP) and government-managed crop insurance 
payments.

“So, in a single year, agriculture is going to receive 
twice the direct payment payout as the entire automobile 
industry did back during the late 2000s,” he said.

Starling speculated that farm policy led by Biden’s 
administration would focus on climate change and 
other environmental concerns rather than traditional 
farm programs and policies. He said the list of potential 
candidates for USDA secretary are largely supported by 
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environmental lobby groups. He added, though, there is an 
opportunity for farmers to better connect with consumers.

Ethanol, biodiesel potential examined
Biofuels were the focus during the Dec. 2 session of the 

Forum. Helping to make the connections between biofuel 
makers and retailers is Helena Jette, Director of Biofuels for 
ISA, ICGA and ICMC. She has worked closely to promote 
ethanol and biodiesel to Iowa-based Casey’s, which is the 
country’s fourth-largest fuel retailer.

Nathaniel 
Doddridge, Vice 
President of Fuels 
for Casey’s, said the 
immediate future for 
biofuels is strong. He 
said Casey’s offers 
E15 and higher blends 
of ethanol at more 
than 300 stations. 
Biodiesel is sold at 
more than 1,000 
Casey’s locations. The 
company has more 
than 2,200 stores, 

mostly in the Midwest.
Doddridge said putting stores in rural areas is part of 

Casey’s strategy. “They’re still really peppered in the heart 
of rural America. About 60 percent of those stations are 
in towns of 5,000 people or less,” he said. “I think that’s 
our business plan, really. Sure, we’re putting stores in the 
Greater Des Moines area, but we’re also putting stores in 
small towns across the U.S. where other businesses have 
pulled out.”

He said Casey’s rural strategy works in tandem with 
biofuels.

“Look at our footprint. We are surrounded at a lot of our 
locations by soybeans and by corn,” Doddridge explained. 
“So it makes natural sense for us to really blend those two 
things together. And we said, ‘Hey, why can’t we be on the 
forefront of having higher blends?”

He said Casey’s is continuing to add more stores. “We will 
sell higher blends of ethanol and biodiesel at every new 
store we open.”

Basic ethanol education still needed
Some basic ethanol education still needs to be done at 

the state level, according to Steve Howell, Senior Director 
of Industry Affairs for ISA, ICGA and ICMC. He said a handful 
of Indiana laws still refer to “gasohol,” and that needs to 
change.

“It’s been several years since I’ve heard the term gasohol; 

however, it’s still on the books here in Indiana,” he said.
The problem, he added, is that the old language could 

prohibit Indiana blenders and retailers of ethanol from 
taking full advantage of the federal government’s rule from 
2019 that allowed year-round sales of E15, which is a 15 
percent blend of ethanol into unleaded gasoline. “We need 
to update that code to provide some certainty for blenders 
and retailers,” Howell said. “We are working on legislation to 
get that done.”

However, corn growers are not working on this legislation 
alone. ICGA is partnering with fuel retailer CountryMark, 
the Indiana Ethanol Producers Association, Indiana Farm 
Bureau and others to get the job done. Howell said State 
Sen. Mark Messmer (R-Jasper) has agreed to sponsor the 
final proposal in Indiana’s General Assembly this year.

Biofuels aren’t just good for the farm economy. Ethanol 
and biodiesel burn cleaner with higher octane, which is 
better for newer engines and the environment. Those 
advantages are at the heart of federal legislation backed by 
the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA), said Kathy 
Bergren, its Director of Public Policy and Renewable Fuels.

Next Generation Fuels Act, also known as the Low 
Carbon Octane Standard or H.R. 8371, was introduced in 
the U.S. House by Rep. Cheri Bustos (D-Ill.) in 2020. The Act 
recognizes the high-octane, low-carbon benefits of ethanol 
and seeks to transition the United States to a higher-octane 
fuel.

“This is a very forward-looking bill,” Bergren said. “If we 
don’t start taking those steps now, we may not ever get 
there.”

ICGA and NCGA have initiated a letter-writing campaign 
to encourage federal lawmakers from around the country 
to support the bill. Anyone interested in sending one of 
these letters to their legislators should contact Rachel 
Conner, Industry Affairs Program Manager for ISA and ICGA, 
by email at rconner@indianasoybean.com

Possible changes to grain
indemnity fund

Storing away a little extra for a rainy day is common 
practice for many Hoosiers, and this is why the Indiana 
Grain Indemnity Corporation (IGIC) and the Indiana Grain 
Indemnity Fund exist. Possible legislative changes to the 
grain indemnity program was a focus of a panel discussion 
during the Dec. 3 session of the Forum.

The panel included Amy Cornell, President of the 
AgriBusiness Council of Indiana; Andy Tauer, Director of 
Public Policy for Indiana Farm Bureau; and Howell.

Indiana’s program was established by the state 
government in 1995 to protect farmers from the financial 
failure of a licensed grain buyer. The Indiana Grain 
Indemnity Fund is voluntarily funded by farmers who pay a 
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producer premium equal to 1/5 percent of the price on all 
marketed grain that is sold in Indiana.

When a licensed grain buyer fails, farmers who have not 
requested or received a premium refund can receive 100 
percent payment on storage losses that occur at a licensed 
warehouse, or 80 percent payment on all other financial 
losses from grain delivered to a licensed grain buyer.

Howell said generally speaking, Indiana’s grain indemnity 
program is considered a good insurance policy against 
the failure of a grain buyer. However, the Indiana’s General 
Assembly will consider several changes to the program 
during the 2021 session, including:

• Require a third-party actuarial study of the IGIC fund 
every five years.

• Provide a third-party performance review of the 
Indiana Grain Buyer’s and Warehouse Licensing 
Agency (IGBWLA) auditing processes.

• Provide funding for IGBWLA to further train auditors, 
conduct an actuarial study and third-party review 
of IGBWLA auditing processes. Training must be 
relevant to the regulatory functions.

• Increase communication and transparency between 
the IGBWLA and the IGIC.

Positive trend for corn, soybean prices
Ed Ebert, Senior Director for Grain Production and 

Utilization for ISA and ICMC, wrapped up the Dec. 3 session 
by saying soybean and corn prices had significantly 
improved in the previous few months, and he is optimistic 
this trend may continue in the months ahead. Ebert 
explained that many economic circumstances have aligned 
to create this positive price trend.

“Export sales have been stellar for U.S. ag products this 
year,” he reported. “Plus, USDA lowered crop production 
estimates for both corn and soybean crops throughout 
the growing season. As a result, carryout stocks in both 
soybeans and corn are at multi-year lows.”

In addition, Ebert said delayed planting and uncertain 
weather in South America have built risk premiums for 
U.S. farmers. Lower crop estimates from Brazil coupled 
with a later planting season allows for a longer window of 
opportunity for U.S. exports for customers that typically buy 
corn and soybeans from South America.

Of course, there are still warning signs to monitor in 
the coming months, Ebert said. The recent spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic could cause additional lockdown 
measures, which would impact domestic demand. And, 
global crush margins are under pressure with dislocated 
demand between soybean meal and soybean oil. Also, 
some reported cancellations of overseas’ shipments of U.S. 
ag products are not a worry at present, he said - but bears 
watching.

Join the ICGA, ISA organizations
The Forum is an event that highlights the policy work of 

the ICGA and ISA. Mike Koehne, a farmer from Greensburg 
and Chair of the ISA’s Membership and Policy Committee, 
encouraged viewers to become members of the policy 
organizations.

“The policy work that we do cannot be funded by 
checkoff money,” he said. “We’re so busy on the farm 
sometimes that we can’t keep up with all of the policy 
discussions that might affect us. But we have a very good 
staff that keeps us informed of what’s going on. We’ve got 
to let legislators know what’s important to us.”

A one-year, joint membership for ICGA and ISA costs 
$150, and it includes additional membership and benefits 
to the ASA and the NCGA. A one-year membership for ICGA 
costs $100, including a membership in NCGA. The one-year 
membership for ISA costs $70, including membership with 
ASA.

Anyone interested in becoming a member should 
contact Rachel Conner at rconner@indianasoybean.com
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THERE’S A LOT 
GOING ON THESE 

DAYS…
How is the market going to look this month? 

What’s the newest production research going to say?

How are cover crops working? 

Check in on what your checkoffs are doing. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW!
TEXT “CHECKOFF” TO 833-740-2009

Funded with Indiana corn and soybean checkoff dollars. 
© 2021 | 526890006

A new Indiana ag podcast 
brought to you by:
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S haring the day-to-day details of life on a farm with 
those who are disconnected from farm life is a 
mission for the owners of Welker Farms. The Dec. 

4 and final session of the week-long Indiana Corn and 
Soybean Forum featured YouTube sensation Welker Farms. 
Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) board member and Clay 
County, Ind., farmer Kevin Cox, who hosts the bi-weekly 
Movin’ The Pile podcast for ISA and ICMC, interviewed the 
owners of Welker Farms from their Montana home.

Welker Farms has hundreds of thousands of followers on 
YouTube, and their audience continues to grow. Located in 
North Central Montana, the farm has been in the family since 
1912. Third generation farmer, Bob Welker, along with his two 
sons, Nick Welker and Scott Welker, strive to carry on the 
family legacy. Using large machinery and the latest in tech-
nology, the Welkers manage 10,000 acres and grow spring 
wheat, winter wheat, yellow peas and garbanzo beans.

Welker Farms has become a common name throughout 
the agriculture world due to their YouTube channel, which 
began when Nick Welker thought it would be entertaining 

to celebrate the 100 anniversary of their family farm with 
a video. Since then, Welker Farms has attracted many 
faithful fans. But their YouTube and social media work has 
consumed much of their time. “It’s like a very hungry child,” 
Nick said. “The more you feed it, the more it grows. So that’s 
what we do right now. We just keep feeding it.”

He estimated that about 60 percent of their audience 
are farmers or people who grew up on a farm. “I think the 
majority of our audience is definitely farmers,” Nick said. “We 
have a very large following in the farming community.”

A significant segment of the Welkers’ audience have no 
connection to a farm. Nick said some of those viewers are 
fans of large farm equipment, which they frequently feature 
in their videos. Other viewers, though, are curious about 
regular life on a Montana farm. “This has become a kind of 
reality show,” Bob said of their broadcasts. “The fact that 
there are two videos a week, people see highlights of what 
we’re doing through the week. And I think that is good for 
all of the agricultural community. Farming is complex. There 
are so many things going on throughout the year. It’s not 

Welker Farms uses social media
to spread pro-farm message
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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just going out there and kicking the dirt, seeding the 
ground and covering it up.”

Nick said that they receive some interesting and 
uninformed questions about agriculture from those 
who comment on their videos. But, he said, that gives 
Welker Farms the opportunity to explain how a farm 
works.

The Welkers are most often asked about how many 
acres they farm.

“It’s kind of like asking how many dollars you have 
in a bank account,” said Nick, who added that he 
now tells people that they farm 10,000 acres without 
waiting for the question. “Land doesn’t transition into 
money unless you sell it. That why it’s often said that 
farmers are land rich but cash poor – broke in the 
bank, but wealthy in the land. No one want to sell it, 
though, because when it’s gone, it’s gone.”

Bob Welker said he has mostly transitioned the 
leadership of the farm to his two sons. He admitted 
that’s it’s not been easy for him, but it has been the 
right thing to do. “In fact, it’s been a good transition,” 
Bob explained. “When I finally decided to release 
control, which can be kind of difficult as some ‘Dad’ 
farmers know,  I realized (my sons) are as capable – or 
even more capable – than myself. So, I backed away, 
and it’s just been a joy to see them come in the fabric 
of the farm and put their ideas, their talent and their 
work into the farm and see the success.”

Bob said meeting farmers from across the country has 
been a highlight of their YouTube popularity. He said their 
videos include content for education, entertainment and 
cinematic photography of sunsets, equipment in the field 
and overhead drone footage of the farm.

Bob said parents don’t have to worry about allowing 
children to watch their videos. “We have accountability to 
our Lord, we have accountability to our families and we have 
accountability to our audience,” Bob said.

Scott Welker, who is known for being able to repair 
machinery, said there is little conflict on the farm. He said 
everyone knows their role on the farm, and each person 
works to their own strengths. Scott believes that comes 
through in the videos. “We want to be genuine. We don’t 
want to put up a front,” he said. “We don’t always get along, 
but most of the time we do.”

Nick said people interested in their videos can follow 
Welker Farms on YouTube, Instagram, Twitter and Facebook 
by going to their website welkerfarmsinc.com

Movin’ The Pile host Kevin Cox interviews Nick Welker, left, and Bob 
Welker, during the last session of the Indiana Corn & Soybean Forum.

Nick Welker shoots and produces most of 
the videos that they post on YouTube.



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST16   

For the past ten months, the 
world has been laser-focused on 
the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
During that time, our farmers 
have been out of the national 
spotlight. I know, however, 
that farmers are the definition 
of essential workers, and your 
representatives in Washington 
have been working to support the 
ag community. 

In 2020, the pandemic caused 
supply chain disruptions as workers quarantined to control 
the spread. This had a severe impact on farmers, and I 
pushed for funds to assist Hoosier producers to weather 
the storm. My colleagues and I were able to secure more 
than $23 billion in combined lending authority last spring in 
the CARES Act, and another $13 billion in December. This 
funding allowed U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary 
Perdue to establish the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program to provide needed relief quickly for farmers and 
producers.

Even while the pandemic continues, we have made 
strides to combat unfair trade practices from bad actors 
across the globe. Previously, American businesses had 
been constantly steam-rolled by subsidies from the 
Chinese government and were forced to give up trade 
secrets in order to access international markets. With the 
help of the Trump Administration, we have had success in 
curbing those abuses.

The United States must continue to hold nations 
accountable for actions that harm American workers, 
farmers, and entrepreneurs. Finding new markets and 
expanding existing ones so Hoosier commodities can reach 
consumers all across the globe is of utmost importance. 
This is one of the reasons I pushed my colleagues in 
Congress to drive the United States Mexico Canada 
Agreement (USMCA) to the finish line – one year ago this 
month – and work to implement it. 

As a new administration enters office this year, we must 
continue working to educate consumers about how food 
gets from the farm to a plate so that our federal regulations 
are based in science and not hysteria. I have been lucky 
enough to see firsthand how innovation leads to higher 
yields, better quality, and more opportunity. I support 
biotechnology research and advances that provide farmers 

with another tool to combat market uncertainties. 
While commodity prices are trending in the right 

direction, we must do more to support agriculture. For 
example, rural broadband investments and better mapping 
help our farmers become more efficient and better at 
what they do. Rural broadband also helps our children and 
grandchildren complete homework at the kitchen table, 
which has been a necessity this past year.

As we emerge from the pandemic and rebuild our 
economy, perhaps we can take a page from our farmers’ 
book. Farmers do not get days off. They work holidays, 
weekends, and overtime. They sit next to us on Sunday 
morning at church and in the bleachers on Friday night 
for the football game. Our rural communities are shining 
examples of how we can innovate, thrive, and succeed by 
confronting challenges head-on and figuring out how to 
move forward together. 

I look forward to protecting, advocating for, and 
strengthening Hoosier agriculture in 2021 and beyond.

Young: Farmers are definition
of essential workers
BY SEN. TODD YOUNG (R-IND.)
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A ccording to his wife, Sheryl, Mark Seib is a 
“volunteer-aholic:” He has been or is involved with 
more than 20 organizations or committees for the 

betterment of agriculture, his state and his community.
Seib’s commitment to these causes is rooted in his 

upbringing on his family’s fourth-generation farm and the 
importance of giving back. Near Poseyville in southwestern 
Indiana, the farm began under Seib’s maternal great-
grandmother, Sophia Mahrenholz, in 1898. It was her son – 
the first farmer in the community to have a farrowing house 
– who was most influential in Seib’s decision to continue the 
family tradition in agriculture.

“Grandpa had infinite patience with me as I worked beside 
him,” Seib explained. “One thing that stands out in my 
memories was his enormous hands. Those hands taught me 
many lessons I still use on the farm today.”

Seib’s hands have been full since age 9, when he began 
helping on the farm chopping cornfields with a two-row 
bush hog and an International Harvester tractor. Initially, the 
farm became a farrow-to-feeder and grain (corn, wheat and 
soybeans) operation. Through time, new hog buildings were 
added, and the production shifted to farrow-to-weaner.

They exited the hog operation when Seib’s brother 
returned to the farm following college and working off-

farm. Today, his parents are retired, and his brother and two 
nephews have joined the grain enterprise.

Giving back is important to Seib, who proudly claims 
being the first farmer to be president of the Posey County 
Chamber of Commerce. “We have to give back. This is 
an industry where we don’t have a lot of people who are 
spokespeople or leaders. We have to promote our own 
industry,” he urged. “Before I got involved on what was 
first the Indiana Soybean Board, now the Indiana Soybean 
Alliance (ISA), it didn’t take me long to see Indiana farmers 
weren’t getting their just returns.

“We, as producers, can help the industry. We need to 
have our 30-second ‘elevator speech’ always at the ready 
on why we farm, and communicate with the public how 
important it is to their lives that food doesn’t come from just 
the grocery store.”

His goal when beginning to work with the checkoff was 
to have a good return on investment (ROI) for Indiana 
producers. “I am extremely proud that the ISA, American 
Soybean Association and the United Soybean Board (USB) 
are creating more markets,” said Seib, who is on USB’s 
executive committee and was appointed to it by former 
USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue.

“Who would have ever thought we could take a soybean 

Prolific volunteer winding down service with USB
BY SUSAN HAYHURST

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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and feed aquaculture? According to ISA, aquaculture is the 
fastest-growing use for soybean meal worldwide. Research 
has shown each species has to have a different percentage 
of soy in its diet. Fish aren’t as abundant as they once were, 
so we are subsidizing their diet.

In 2019, USB commissioned an ROI study to assess the 
value of checkoff investments made by farmers. “The ROI 
report shows for every $1 from the soybean checkoff, the 
return is $12.34 back to the farm. That’s a great return for 
soybean farmers.”

Seib further noted the market now includes Indiana 
launching a new concrete durability 
enhancer containing soy that adds 
years to bridges and asphalt. Nearly all 
household paint, some Goodyear tires, 
some crayons and most Ford car seats 
have soy in them, thanks in part to 
soybean checkoff investments into new 
use products at the state and national 
levels. The 27 year, ISA-sponsored 
Purdue Student Soybean Innovation 
Competition has also played a part in 
these successes.

Lower Mississippi River 
basin project

Perhaps one of Seib’s most notable 
“give-backs” is serving as USB’s leader 

in the core investing, planning and analysis of dredging the 
Lower Mississippi River basin.

“While earlier chairing USB’s sustainability committee, I 
learned how important a project the river dredging would 
be,” he said. “USB – America’s farmers – helped provide 
$1 million in checkoff funds to help fund research for the 
project. This is the first phase of lowering the river.”

As the largest-volume port in the United States, the 
basin and its other ports comprise a major gateway to 
the U.S. export economy. According to a 2019 river basin 
documentary featuring Seib, 60 percent of U.S. grain and 

other exports ship out there every year. No 
other country has the advantage of a major 
river system and a one-port complex.

The dredging project focuses on the 
basin’s sediment at 45 feet. Dredging will 
deepen the basin’s limit to 50 feet, while 
using the sediment to enhance a two-mile 
wetland near the basin.

Sean Duffy, executive director of Big 
River Coalition, explained, “Brazil, our No. 
1 competitor, is already loading boats at 
50 feet, and we’re losing business to them. 
The effort to lower the river from 45 to 50 
feet will make us competitive in the world 
by loading larger-size ships that leading 
import countries are accepting.

“Much of what happens in our economy 

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — The Indiana Soybean Alliance 
(ISA) seeks candidates for an open seat on the United 
Soybean Board (USB). Interested soybean farmers must 
submit an application to the ISA by Feb. 28.

Comprised of 78 volunteer farmer-directors, the 
USB oversees the investments of the national soybean 
checkoff on behalf of all U.S. soybean farmers. All 
USB directors serve three-year terms. Four directors 
represent Indiana on the USB board.

Mark Seib, a soybean farmer from Poseyville, Ind., will 
complete his third and final term on the USB. He was first 
appointed to the board in 2012. Prior to that, he served on 
the ISA board as a farmer-director and as president and 
vice president. The other Indiana members on the USB 
board include Tom Griffiths, Kendallville; Kevin Wilson, 
Walton; and Don Wyss, Fort Wayne.

The soybean checkoff program allows farmers to 
contribute to the market development, promotion, 
production and utilization of soybeans. USB farmer-
directors ensure the investment of checkoff funds create 

value for soybean growers in appropriate programs.
USB asks that directors commit to attending three 

board meetings each year, usually in February, June and 
December. In addition, directors serve on action teams 
or other subgroups. If appointed, the term would begin 
in December 2021.

Any Indiana farmer eligible to apply must grow 
soybeans or own or share in the ownership and risk 
of loss of soybeans. Although the USDA secretary 
appoints directors to the USB board, the ISA – as the 
state soybean checkoff organization – submits director 
candidate names to the USDA for consideration.

Indiana soybean farmers who want to be an ISA 
nominee to the USB board should complete a 
background form and candidate questionnaire. Visit 
www.indianasoybean.com/elections or call Hannah 
Vorsilak, ISA Marketing Operations and Leadership 
director, at 317-644-2791 for an application.

All forms must be received in the ISA office by Sunday, 
Feb. 28.

ISA seeks candidates for appointment to USB board
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Bayer is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Bayer products are commercialized in 
accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with Bayer’s Policy for 
Commercialization of Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. Commercialized products 
have been approved for import into key export markets with functioning regulatory systems. Any crop or material 
produced from this product can only be exported to, or used, processed or sold, in countries where all necessary 
regulatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and international law to move materials 
containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted. Growers should talk to 
their grain handler or product purchaser to con� rm their buying position for this product. Excellence Through 
Stewardship® is a registered trademark of Excellence Through Stewardship.

XtendiMax® herbicide with VaporGrip® Technology is part of the Roundup Ready® Xtend Crop System, is a 
restricted use pesticide and must be used with VaporGrip® Xtra Agent (or an equivalent vapor-reducing agent). 
For approved tank-mix products (including VRAs and DRAs), nozzles and other important label information, visit 
XtendiMaxApplicationRequirements.com.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. XtendiMax® herbicide with VaporGrip®

Technology is a restricted use pesticide. Not all products are registered in all states and may be subject to use 
restrictions. The distribution, sale or use of an unregistered pesticide is a violation of federal and/or state law 
and is strictly prohibited. Check with your local dealer or representative for the product registration status in your 
state. For additional product information, call toll-free 1-866-99-BAYER (1-866-992-2937) or visit our website 
at www.BayerCropScience.us. Bayer Crop Science LP, 800 North Lindbergh Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63167.

Products with XtendFlex® Technology contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, glufosinate and 
dicamba. Glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Glufosinate will kill crops that are not 
tolerant to glufosinate. Dicamba will kill crops that are not tolerant to dicamba. Contact your seed brand dealer 
or refer to the Bayer Technology Use Guide for recommended weed control programs.

Asgrow and the A Design®, Asgrow®, Bayer, Bayer Cross, Roundup Ready® and XtendFlex® are registered 
trademarks of Bayer Group. LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design® is a trademark of BASF Corporation. 
©2021 Bayer Group. All Rights Reserved.

ASGROW.COM

WHEN PUSHING YIELDS,
IT PAYS TO BE FLEXIBLE.
Drive profitability and manage tough-to-control weeds with 
the combined performance of Asgrow® brand soybeans and 
XtendFlex® Technology – the industry’s first triple-stacked 
soybean trait containing tolerance to dicamba, glyphosate 
and glufosinate. Ask your dealer how much further you can 
grow when Asgrow leads the way.

happens on that river. We want to be No. 1, but we are No. 2 or No. 3 in 
the world. The U.S. has the most miles of navigable waterways, we have 
the largest ag area in the world - and if we don’t maximize those benefits, 
we lose face. As a world leader, we’re talking about American jobs and 
stimulating the economy.”

Paul Aucoin, executive director of the Port of South Louisiana, noted the 
Mississippi River Basin, as the largest foreign trade zone in United States, 
produces $51 billion in trade cargo annually. In 2018, the U.S. Corps of Army 
Engineers report concluded the deepening would add $127.5 million per 
year to the nation’s economy; the river basin accounts for $750 billion a 
year in the economy and more than 2.4 million jobs.

Duffy noted for every dollar invested, there will be a $7.20 return on 
investment: “This project will pay for itself in two years.”

Seib emphasized agriculture would be one of the project’s biggest 
beneficiaries. “For the American farmer, being able to have this dredging 
project completed should bring basis to their soybean price, and it should 
bring a better price than we’re getting with more going out the door through 
exports,” he said. “It will also allow for more of our soybeans to be utilized.

“Each American soybean farmer could add 5 or 10 cents to their basis. So, 
it’s a huge plus all the way down the channel. This is a big win for farmers 
because they’re contributing to it.”

“The ROI report shows for every $1 from the soybean checkoff, the return is $12.34 
back to the farm. That’s a great return for soybean farmers.”
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Checkoff dollars  
to fuel interest in 

soy biodiesel
Biodiesel provides a renewable, sustainable alternative to petroleum diesel and is made 
from soybeans grown right here in Indiana. Soy biodiesel offers health benefits for 
consumers, the environment and farmers alike.

Safer air. Soy biodiesel adheres to the health effects testing requirements of the 
Clean Air Act and is labeled a Clean Air Choice by the American Lung Association

Reduced emissions. The fuel results in 78.5 percent fewer carbon dioxide 
emissions from its use and production compared with petroleum diesel

Increased markets. By promoting soy biodiesel, the Indiana Soybean Alliance 
puts farmer checkoff dollars to work to ensure a profitable future for your crop

Growing soybeans for biodiesel fuel provides a beneficial option for your soybean crop 
and lets everyone in Indiana breathe a little easier. 

Visit indianasoybean.com for more information.

Funded with Indiana soybean checkoff dollars. 
insycn soymem 6295-4

INTERESTED?

F our diesel fleets in Indiana were recently inducted as 
inaugural members of the newly formed B20 Club of 
Indiana, a collaboration between the Indiana Soybean 

Alliance (ISA) and the American Lung Association that show-
cases exceptional green fleets with experience using B20 – a 
cleaner-burning blend of twenty percent biodiesel and eighty 
percent ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel—and higher blends of 
biodiesel.

“We are thrilled to launch this innovative collaboration 
between ISA and the American 
Lung Association,” said ISA Biofuels 
Director Helena Jette. “The B20 Club 
is a great way to tell the stories of 
fleets in diverse applications that are 
protecting the health of residents 
and the environment by reducing 
diesel emissions through the use 
of biodiesel. Biodiesel provides an 
important market for Indiana soy-
bean farmers, so we are thrilled to 
welcome the inaugural members 
and our new relationship with the 
Lung Association. We look forward to 
working with them to expand the use 
of biodiesel in Indiana.” 

The first of the four fleets includes 
The City of Fort Wayne. The City of 
Fort Wayne operates its award-winning municipal fleet of 
more than 300 unique diesel vehicles – from fire engines to 
street sweepers to plow trucks – on B20. The City began using 
a B20 blend of biodiesel in 2004, making it the oldest munici-
pal B20 program in the state.

Ball State University is the first university fleet to join the B20 
Club of Indiana with its 31 transit buses using B20 since 2009. 
Ball State has a long-standing commitment to protecting and 
enhancing the environment through all aspects of its opera-
tions, including the use of low-carbon biofuels like biodiesel.

Al Warren Oil Company is a family-owned specialized pe-
troleum marketer based in Hammond, Ind., that not only sells 
B20 but uses it in its 42 fuel delivery vehicles, consuming more 
than 500,000 gallons each year. Al Warren Oil was founded 
in 1948 with one truck and one mission, to provide the high-
est quality service and products while fostering and building 
personal relationships.

Altom Transport, a specialized transporter of liquid fuels 
and chemicals operating in the United States and Canada, 
and a sister company to Al Warren Oil, also uses B20 to power 
its fleet of more than 215 diesel vehicles. The family-owned 
company is committed to providing high-quality and reliable 
logistics services while protecting the environment by using 
the latest clean diesel technologies and high-quality biodiesel 
blends, like B20.

According to member data quantified by the American Lung 
Association, B20 Club fleets use nearly 
1.3 million gallons of B20 every year, 
eliminating an estimated 394 pounds 
of unburned hydrocarbons (HC) and 
148 pounds of particulate matter 
(PM), providing an annual health cost 
savings of nearly $60,000. Member 
fleets reduce 4.9 million pounds of 
carbon dioxide and equivalents (CO2e) 
annually, reducing emissions equal to 
planting 37,000 trees or eliminating 2.5 
million pounds of coal burned each 
year.

“The American Lung Association 
has proudly recognized biodiesel as a 
Clean Air Choice alternative fuel for its 
ability to reduce harmful lifecycle and 
tailpipe emissions since 2005,” said 

Bailey Arnold, Senior Manager of Clean Air Initiatives for the 
American Lung Association.

‘“Choosing a B20 or higher blend of biodiesel instead of pe-
troleum-based diesel fuel is a simple and cost-effective way 
for fleets and diesel vehicle owners to reduce their emissions 
overnight. Biodiesel is readily available today, and we encour-
age any diesel vehicle operator to consider using biodiesel as 
a cleaner-burning, renewable alternative to petroleum-based 
diesel fuel.”

Made from an increasingly diverse mix of resources such as 
recycled cooking oil, soybean oil and animal fats, biodiesel is 
a renewable, clean-burning diesel replacement that can be 
used in existing diesel engines without modification. It is the 
nation’s first domestically produced, commercially available 
advanced biofuel.

To learn more about the B20 Club of Indiana, visit
www.b20clubindiana.org

American Lung Association, ISA 
launch B20 Club of Indiana
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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Checkoff dollars  
to fuel interest in 

soy biodiesel
Biodiesel provides a renewable, sustainable alternative to petroleum diesel and is made 
from soybeans grown right here in Indiana. Soy biodiesel offers health benefits for 
consumers, the environment and farmers alike.

Safer air. Soy biodiesel adheres to the health effects testing requirements of the 
Clean Air Act and is labeled a Clean Air Choice by the American Lung Association

Reduced emissions. The fuel results in 78.5 percent fewer carbon dioxide 
emissions from its use and production compared with petroleum diesel

Increased markets. By promoting soy biodiesel, the Indiana Soybean Alliance 
puts farmer checkoff dollars to work to ensure a profitable future for your crop

Growing soybeans for biodiesel fuel provides a beneficial option for your soybean crop 
and lets everyone in Indiana breathe a little easier. 

Visit indianasoybean.com for more information.

Funded with Indiana soybean checkoff dollars. 
insycn soymem 6295-4

INTERESTED?
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INfield Advantage is a proactive, collaborative opportunity for farmers to collect and understand personalized, on-farm data to optimize their 
management practices, to ultimately, improve their bottom line and benefit the environment.

  *Land O' Lakes TruTerra tool will be used statewide 
**Must be eligible for EQIP

Funded with Indiana corn and soybean checko� dollars. 610647518

Collect
Gather and analyze personalized, 
field-specific data. 

PROGRAM TOOLS
Understanding inputs and vulnerabilities for nutrient 
loss is critical to making strong management 
decisions. As an INfield Advantage participant you’ll 
have access to tools to help you collect the right 
information to make these decisions. Every 
participant will work with their group on a specific 
trial program. All programs’ trials will be conducted 
as split field trials and include data from: 

•  Soil sampling
•  Soil health assessments
•  Agronomic benchmarking software*

In some areas, regional sponsors o�er additional trial 
data collection and research trials, such as: 

•  Cover crop trial
•  Nitrogen rate trial
•  Reduced tillage trial

Connect and learn more about programs o�ered in 
your region at www.infieldadvantage.org.

Understand
Through peer-to-peer group discussion and 
INfield Advantage’s tools, understand and 
evaluate unbiased, individualized data.

Participating farmers conduct trials on their own 
farms, evaluating the e�ectiveness of their own 
management practices and comparing notes with 
other local farmers. Understanding more about how 
field-specific practices directly influence crop 
health, environmental field condition and yield — 
not only for the next growing season, but many 
future cropping years — can help farmers adapt 
management systems on their own farms.

Optimize
Make more informed decisions by utilizing 
INfield Advantage insights to compare and 
implement management opportunities that 
optimize inputs. 

INfield Advantage combines locally sourced data, 
innovative ag technologies, a collaborative 
environment and farmer-to-farmer discussion so 
participants can make personalized best 
management decisions for their farms. 

Benefit
Proactive input management leads to improved 
soil health and water quality. Your decisions 
today impact your tomorrow.

Better understanding of real-time data drives 
real-world benefits. Through INfield Advantage, 
Indiana farmers can improve more than their 
bottom line — they have the opportunity to increase 
yields, adapt management practices, protect 
natural resources and benefit their surrounding 
communities.

Learn more
Eligible participants will receive a $200 sign-up 
incentive upon completion of participation and 
data entry.** Limited spots available. 

www.infieldadvantage.org 
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T here are certain things in this world that forever go 
hand-in-hand. Things that, when you hear one half 
of the combo, you immediately think of the second 

half. For example, it’s hard to imagine a better pairing for 
eggs than bacon. Who can think of Paul Simon without Art 
Garfunkel? Even Batman is only half as dynamic without 
Robin rounding out their duo.

However, when it comes to Indiana corn farmers and craft 
spirit distillers, the match may not be as obvious. That is until 
you realize that the Hoosier distilling industry is growing 
at an impressive rate and most of them are using Indiana-
grown corn to create some extraordinary products.

While Indiana is often overshadowed in the distilling 
game by our neighbors to the south, Hoosiers are no 
strangers when it comes to crafting lively libations. Not only 
is much of the corn used to distill spirits in Kentucky grown 

right here in Indiana, one of the largest distillery operations 
in the country, Midwest Grain Products (MGP) is located 
in Lawrenceburg, Ind., and creates private-label spirits for 
start-up distilleries all across the United States, including 
some in the Bourbon Capital of the World.

If you’ve enjoyed a premium-label bourbon or rye whiskey 
within the first few years of it hitting the market, chances 
are good it was made at MGP. That’s because the larger 
distilleries want to flood the market with their product, but 
what makes products like these so great is that they take 
time. So, they put their label on a tried-and-true product 
that’s already aged for a few years from MGP and grow the 
brand until their product is ready to bottle.

And while the artistry and romance of what goes into 
your Cosmo or Manhattan may seem to get watered down 
by the likes of behemoths like MGP, Jim Beam, Seagram 

Indiana Corn: The Spirit of Hoosier Distilling
BY MATT KELLER

Leah Beyer from www.farmwifedrinks.com interviews Thomas Hartman from Hotel Tango as part of ICMC’s new Raising the Glass 
video series. Above: To make bourbon, the mash bill must contain at least 51 percent corn. After the grains are crushed and boiled, it 
is transferred to containers like these where, once it has colled, yeast is added and the fermentation process begins.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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or Absolut, there remains a fraternity of master 
distillers who are maintaining the magic of the 
mash by keeping it small – and their numbers 
are growing. From Evansville to Gary and many 
points between, there are more than 45 Hoosier 
distilleries across the state of Indiana making craft 
spirits such as vodka, gin, whiskey and bourbon all 
from Indiana corn.

The trade has grown so much that Indiana 
Grown, an ISDA program specifically dedicated 
to promoting Hoosier packaged, raised, grown, or 
processed products, has created its own distillery 
trail. The trail consists of 18 distilleries across the 
state; and if you visit them all, you can receive a 
custom Indiana Grown coaster for your efforts.

To shed more light on this curious combo of 
corn and cocktails, Indiana Corn Marketing Council 
has launched a monthly video series called “Raising 
the Glass.”

The series will be hosted on YouTube, shared 
through social media and INCorn.org and will feature 
local distillers, mixologists and artisans who will share a 
little about where they source their corn, how the distilling 
process works, what happens with the spent grains and 
even stir in some of the delicious cocktails that can be 

created using these spirits.
Food and cocktail blogger Leah Beyer from 

TheFarmwifeDrinks.com and BeyerBeware.com will serve 
as host of the series and is excited about the ways this effort 
can reach multiple audiences.

“The reason I started to blog over 10 years ago was to 
connect with people who don’t live on farms but share a 
passion for food and drink,” said Beyer. “By highlighting 
distilleries in Indiana using corn grown right here in Indiana 
I am able to connect with people over a good cocktail while 
also helping them also learn about the grain going into their 
spirits and the farmers who grew it.”

Not only is this a great opportunity to make the corn 
connection to consumers, but this is also a great way to 
highlight the small businesses that are crafting, selling and 
distributing these products across the state.

The entrepreneurial spirit of these distillers isn’t the only 
thing that keeps their stills running though. For many of the 
master distillers, there’s a spirit of competition as well. Local 
and national competitions like the American Craft Spirits 
Association’s Heartland Spirits Program that the Indiana 
Corn Marketing Council will be sponsoring this summer, are 
a great way for these individuals and organizations to get 
their names out in the marketplace.

A few medal-winning recipes can create a buzz around 
their brand and grow business. More business means more 
demand, which in turn could result in an uptick in corn 
sales. With the continued participation and promotion of the 
Indiana craft spirits scene, hopefully soon, when you see 
the ever-growing selection of spirits from Hoosier distilleries 
available from retailers near you, you will raise a glass to the 
Indiana Corn farmers who made them possible.

It’s a pairing as perfect as gin and tonic.

Along with bourbon, distillers can make vodka, whiskey, gin, white dog and 
various liqueurs using corn.
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USDA grants $600,000
for ISA and Indiana State
Department of Agriculture program

 It’s not that he didn’t know later-applied nitrogen is 

better for his corn’s development in the field; after all, he’d 

tried it before on his own. But, “as far as actually taking out 

the scales and documenting it, I hadn’t done that,” said Ross 

Woodward.

Last year, the Lapel, Ind., farmer signed up to take part 

in a nitrogen rate trial as part of INfield Advantage and did 

just that. He dedicated one field in his 1,500 acres to the 

split-application of N – half the field was a control area 

that received spring pre-plant N, and on the other half, he 

waited to sidedress when corn was in Stage V3 or V4. He 

gained a 19.8-bushel per acre boost on the post-emergent 

crop.

Woodward noted as part of last year’s trial, agronomists 

from Purdue University flew drones over his field as well. 

In thermal imagery photos, he said there was a clear 

difference in how plants looked based on application 

timing.

For 30 years he chiefly raised hogs, but has focused on 

grain crops over the past decade. The Purdue graduate 

plants 50/50 corn and soybeans each year in rotation.

“You’re always trying to look at something better, or 

something a little cheaper, or something more effective” 

as a farmer from year to year, he explained. He would 

recommend growers take part in an INfield Advantage 

trial “just to gain knowledge; to hopefully achieve maybe a 

management practice that can result in more profitability.” 

For his part, he is interested in enrolling in the N rate trial 

again this season.

From now until March 12, interested growers can sign up 

to participate in an INfield trial by visiting infieldadvantage.

org and clicking “Contact Us” at the top of the webpage.

After filling out the form that pops up, it will be submitted 

to Annette Manusevich, Soil Health Program manager with 

the Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA), who will 

connect the farmer with their local area’s group leader.

The three types of split-field trials available are the 

above-mentioned nitrogen rate; cover crop; and reduced 

tillage. First-time participants receive a $200 incentive 

payment, and all growers are provided free use of Truterra 

software developed by Land O’Lakes – a conservation tool 

that allows farmers to track and measure their sustainability 

progress in real time. The variables it tracks include N use, 

soil quality and organic matter, to name a few, to assist with 

both conservation and profitability concerns.

Soil health sampling and assessment services are also 

provided, as well as seed for the cover crop participants. 

Ceres Solutions, Premier Ag and Beck’s Hybrids all worked 

with ISA, ICMC and ISDA on the grant application to provide 

services and supplies for these trials.

INfield applicants must first be eligible for the 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and sign 

up through their local Farm Service Agency office.

“I just think it’s a great opportunity for growers to get 

more out of their operation and their fields,” Manusevich 

said, “and expand on the current practices that they’re 

doing – and if they’ve ever been interested in trying out any 

of these conservation practices on their fields.”

INfield Advantage began as the On-Farm Network 

in 2010, thanks to a grant from the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS). For the first eight years, it was 

primarily a nitrogen-use efficiency and cornstalk nitrate 

testing program, designed to track and reduce N leachate 

into waterways. In 2014 NRCS funding ended, but several 

state-level partners – including ISDA, Indiana Soybean 

Alliance (ISA) and Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) – 

picked up the ball and funded it into 2019.

Then last year, INfield Advantage (so renamed 2015) 

once again received an NRCS grant and the program was 

revamped to focus on offering the three split-field trials. 

Manusevich said this was done to make INfield more 

focused on conservation and data management and 

provide growers not already well-versed in conservation 

the opportunity to get better metrics from their fields, as 

well as to test out practices they might not otherwise have 

tried.

INfield Advantage offering
$200 incentive for first-timers

BY ANN HINCH
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Program updated benefits
Like much else in the world intended to roll out in 

2020, the new INfield’s ambitions were derailed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Manusevich said the goal last spring 
was to enroll 100 farmers across Indiana – and this wasn’t 
unreasonable, considering at its height there were 400 
growers participating in INfield Advantage.

But because of shutdowns and other concerns, only 
18 growers signed up – including Woodward, who was 
Hamilton County SWCD’s only participant. “There was so 
much uncertainty with what was going on (because of 
the pandemic), and I think farmers were more focused on 
making sure their operations were solid, instead of new 
programs,” she said.

The silver lining is that low participation allowed program 
leaders space to learn the new system and make rookie 
mistakes. “Going into this year, we’ve really nailed it down 
on how it all goes,” she said, adding the 2021 goal is to sign 
up as many of the 200 growers for which funding allows.

This round of NRCS funding lasts three years, which will 
take INfield Advantage through 2022. Manusevich said to 
get true value and useful data out of the program, it is best 
for a grower to sign up for consecutive years in the same 
trial. “It’s good to just change one variable at a time so you 

see the long-term effects of that trial on crops,” added Ariel 
Kittle, production and environment manager with ISA and 
ICMC.

Woodward, who is going into his 41st year of active 
farming, is glad to continue the nitrate rate trial for a 
while as recommended; in a few years, he might consider 
switching to the reduced tillage trial if he wants a change of 
pace.

As production and environment manager with ISA and 
ICMC, Kittle helps maintain the partnerships for INfield 
Advantage, doing outreach with agribusinesses and 
cooperatives and coordinating their contributions. She also 
helps manage the NRCS grant administration.

Last year, the INfield partners were able to fund a bonus 
in the form of aerial imaging from Purdue in three drone 
flights over each participating field throughout the season; 
Another side benefit of the trials Kittle noted is the soil 
health assessments that gauge soil chemical makeup, 
aggregate stability, respiration and active carbon.

Mark McCauley is Hamilton County SWCD’s resource 
conservationist, and he has worked with local growers 
since INfield Advantage was On-Farm Network. The stalk 
nitrate testing was extremely popular, so much that his 
SWCD was one of those that chose to fund it in 2019 when 
INfield stopped doing so.

Attendees at the Winter 2020 INfield Advantage meeting review materials while instructors answer questions.



 INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST28   

Even before then, he said growers questioned if there 
were any more data they could get out of their fields. 
“When we’re doing stalk nitrate testing, we’re only testing 
certain spots in the field, and it can vary all throughout,” 
McCauley pointed out.

While the testing data at the end of the season did 
help participants curb their N spending, the new trials are 
designed to give them more information – and in real time, 
“when they can actually do rescue treatments if they need 
to.”

The split-field trials are more work for the farmers than 
the stalk nitrate testing (“I don’t know how many thousands 
of stalks I cut, but a lot,” he mused). Woodward, who has 
taken part in trials before for seed companies, said even 
in a non-trial year of farming he always keeps track of 
planting data such as dates, locations, amount of seed and 
fertilizer and herbicide used. He called recordkeeping for 
the INfield trial “kind of easy.”

For his part, McCauley has begun sending out notices 
to Hamilton County growers to gauge signup interest for 
INfield this year. Normally he would have already begun 
talking with those he ran into at winter meetings or farm 
shows about it, but with COVID-19 that has not been 
possible.

For questions about the program, contact ISA   
Production and Environment Manager Ariel Kittle at  
akittle@indianasoybean.com

Farmers and private landowners interested 

in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) can 

sign up until Feb. 12. The competitive program, 

administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency 

(FSA), provides annual rental payments for land 

devoted to conservation purposes.

Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish 

long-term, resource-conserving plant species, 

such as approved grasses or trees, to control 

soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance 

wildlife habitat on cropland. Farmers and ranchers 

who participate in CRP help provide numerous 

benefits to their local region and the nation’s 

environment and economy. CRP general signup is 

held annually and is competitive; general signup 

includes increased opportunities for wildlife 

habitat enrollment through the State Acres For 

Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) initiative.

New cropland offered in the program must have 

been planted for four out of six crop years from 

2012 to 2017. Additionally, producers with landa 

already enrolled but expiring on Sept. 30, can re-

enroll this year. The acreage offered by producers 

and landowners is evaluated competitively; 

accepted offers will begin Oct. 1. For more CRP 

details, search under programs and services on 

the FSA website at ww.fsa.usda.gov

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, 

including those that restrict in-person visits or 

require appointments. All Service Center visitors 

wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service or any other 

Service Center agency should call ahead and 

schedule an appointment.

Service Centers that are open for appointments 

will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns 

or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social 

distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to 

wear a face covering during their appointment. Our 

program delivery staff will continue to work with 

our producers by phone, email, and using online 

tools. More information can be found at www.

farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Conservation Reserve 
Program signup underway

Instructor Hans Kok teaches attendees about reading aerial 
images to better understand farm fields.
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Thanks to your checkoff dollars, the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and Indiana Corn 

Marketing Council (ICMC) can partner with top universities to fund research programs that 

help improve conservation practices that benefit farmers while nurturing soil health and 

water quality. Moreover, checkoff research investments help address farmer challenges 

such as pest management, weed control and production efficiencies. Most notably, 

checkoff dollars helped to develop the new automated plant phenotyping facility at the 

Purdue Agronomy Center for Research and Education (ACRE). Inside the state-of-the-art 

facility, researchers measure, analyze and observe various plant characteristics. It’s just 

one of the many ways ISA and ICMC are invested in Indiana.

Visit incorn.org or indianasoybean.com to learn more.

Discovering ways to push 
Indiana’s ag industry further. 

Funded with Indiana corn and soybean checkoff dollars.
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It’s not just the cost of seed and fuel that 
precision data and planning can save 
growers. There is a continuing effort of 

observing the 4Rs in fertilizer application and 
management: This is the use of the Right source 
of nutrients at the Right rate and Right time, in 
the Right place.

As a concept, this has been around for a 
few decades, but “4R” is a 21st century label 
that is becoming more recognizable. It is a 
global reflection of a growing awareness in the 
general public of the environmental impacts of 
agriculture, and of farmers’ quest to be good stewards of the 
land and water they depend upon.

In November 2020, the Agribusiness Council of Indiana 
(ACI) rolled out its 4R certification program statewide for 
retailers, after three years of development and the first-
stage certification of a handful of agribusinesses bold 
enough to sign up for the pilot audit process. ACI President 
Amy Cornell explained Ohio was the first state to introduce 
4R certification for ag retailers and nutrient service providers, 
in 2017 – and other states have adopted it.

She noted ACI had the benefit of seeing how the program 
operates across these different farming geographies before 
implementing it in the Hoosier State, to learn what works 
and what doesn’t. It also had benefit of support from The 
Fertilizer Institute (TFI) of Washington, D.C., and from the 
Indiana Agriculture Nutrient Alliance (IANA) in developing 
certification standards.

Over time, Cornell said changing industry trends and the 
increased emphasis consumers place on sustainability and 
environmental concerns have changed retailers’ perspective 
– and she hopes ag businesses that supply seed, fertilizer, 
advice and other necessities to growers will see the 
benefit to their own operations participating in the 4R 
audit and certification process. Certification is also open to 
professional crop advisors. ACI’s goal now is to get retailers 
enrolled.

“In the first year, we would be thrilled if we had 15 certified 
locations,” she added.

Five retailers agreed to take part in pilot certification, said 
IANA Executive Director Ben Wicker. As part of the program, 

an audit takes place over a three-year cycle 
and is performed by an independent third 
party. It uses 31 standards developed in the 4R 
steering committee and tailored in accordance 
with priorities for Indiana water quality based 
on information from Purdue University and 
the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service.

He said of these, four retailers have already 
completed Year 1 certification, which means 
they have met 18 of the 31 standards (the fifth 
is still auditing). In Year 2, a participant must 

maintain these and successfully audit 10 more standards; 
the Year 3 audit adds the final three standards, on top of 
maintaining the first 28. Then the cycle begins again.

These four retailers are Crop Fertility Specialists in 
Rossville, Helena in Berne, The Andersons in Waterloo and 
White River Co-op in Mitchell, Ind.

A multitude of benefits
Wicker and Cornell said the audit process includes 

education to the retailer, as well as guidance to improve 
whatever corrective actions the auditor recommends in 
order to meet or maintain certification. In the first year, 
Wicker said the 18 standards largely emphasize soil health 
and yield goals.

This 4R certification began in Ohio, particularly the West-
ern Lake Erie Basin, where ag stakeholders and state agen-
cies were suggesting a managed stewardship program back 
in 2012 to help reduce harmful algal blooms in waterways. 
Bloom reduction is still one goal of nutrient management in 
the Midwest, as well as not adding to waterways that feed 
into the Gulf of Mexico, where a sizable zone of fertilizer-fed 
hypoxic water has made news for several years for being 
detrimental to fish and other marine life.

4R management is beneficial to farmers’ bottom line, as 
it helps target nutrient use and application and may help 
them save money and time. As an ag retailer’s customer, 
“the most direct benefit (of this certification program) is it’s 
a validation process that the agribusiness you’re working 
with is following and giving the most comprehensive set of 
4R recommendations and following those practices that’s 

Indiana certification brings fifth ‘R’
into nutrient stewardship: Retailers
BY ANN HINCH
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Indiana certification brings fifth ‘R’
into nutrient stewardship: Retailers

going to lead to that farmer’s success,” Wicker said. “So, it’s 
added assurance there.”

Another benefit is the documentation this program 
requires from the retailers and certified crop advisors 
to prove they are using best practices in their product 
offerings and recommendations, both to consumers and 
potential government regulators.

“We’ve always been able to say ‘trust us, we’re doing the 
right things’” in response to consumer and food industry 
demands about responsible stewardship, he noted – but 4R 
certification is a way to show tangible efforts of the doing.

Early last year, IANA developed a draft of certifica-
tion – “I think it was one of the last in-person meetings 
we would’ve had,” Wicker mused, explaining the steering 
committee had to go to virtual meetings in March be-
cause of COVID-19 restrictions. “It actually worked and 
moved amazingly well” with the 30 members representing 
retailers, agronomists, farmers, government agencies, ag 
organizations and conservation groups verbally walking 
through each standard.

“I consider it a pretty great success story of a really 
disrupted year,” he said. “We (IANA) think on every farm 
across Indiana, the 4R principles are foundational to our 
goals of clean water, healthy soils and viable farms.”

The Indiana Soybean Alliance and Indiana Corn 
Marketing Council share in these goals. Production and 
Environment Director Aly Wells said the two organizations 
were on the steering committee. This is more voluntary 
work the ag industry can tout among its efforts to be 
responsible global stewards.

“That’s one reason the steering committee pursued it, 
was to take a proactive approach,” Wells explained. “So 
if we can show strong results through this program, that 
might reduce interest in adding regulations in Indiana.”

Quality Loss Assistance Program registration open
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced a new 

program, the Quality Loss Assistance (QLA) Program, which 
will provide financial assistance to producers who suffered 
eligible crop quality losses due to natural disasters such as 
drought, excessive moisture, flooding, hurricanes, snow-
storms, tornadoes, or wildfires in 2018 and 2019.

According to USDA’s QLA website, crops eligible for the 
program: 

• Generally include those for which federal crop insur-
ance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
coverage is available, with some specific exceptions.

• Suffered a quality loss due to a qualifying disaster 
event in calendar year 2018 or 2019.

• Had a 5 percent or greater quality discount due to the 
qualifying disaster event.

Additionally, crops that were sold or fed to livestock or in 
storage may be eligible; however, crops that were destroyed 
before harvest do not qualify for QLA.

Signup for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program 
began earlier this month. The deadline to apply for QLA is 
Friday, March 5, and payments will be distributed after this 
date.

To learn more about the program, including documenta-
tion requirements, visit USDA’s QLA website.
www.farmers.gov/quality-loss

FIELD NOTES

Ongoing support
In going through certification, retailers and crop advisors 

will receive the most up-to-date shared scientific standards 

for best practices associated with the 4R philosophy. From the 

farmer’s point of view, “it provides assurance that the nutrient 

service providers that go through the certification will be 

receiving that information,” Wells said.

“That way, the farmers that work with those providers can 

know that the person or location that they’re working with is 

sharing the best information, the best practices, that will retain 

nutrients on their fields.”

The four retailers that have completed the first year of 

certification auditing under the pilot program, Cornell said, 

represent 111,000 acres of serviced ground in Indiana – either 

having nutrients applied directly through those businesses, or 

otherwise benefiting from their 4R recommendations. Three 

new applications have been filed recently, ACI has heard from 

several more interested applicants and the pilot retailers are 

talking about certifying additional locations of theirs as well.

In addition to education and audit support for the program, 

she said ACI is heavily involved in marketing promotion for a 

member once they are 4R-certified.

Asked about future plans for growth, Cornell noted right now 

ACI is focused on meeting the current goals set out by program 

grantors TFI, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and The Mosaic 

Co., which all provided funding to get this effort off the ground. 

In fact, TNC is offering a $300 scholarship to new applicants 

this year – but there is a limited pool of funding, and it’s going 

first to those with completed applications.

To learn more about the Indiana 4R certification program, 

visit www.inagribiz.org/indiana-4r-certification, and to become 

a member of ACI first, go to inagribiz.memberclicks.net
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Indiana Corn Marketing Council President Josh Miller, 

a farmer from Anderson, Ind., who also serves as the 

U.S. Grain Council (USGC) Secretary/Treasurer, gave a 

presentation on crop conditions in Indiana to grain buyers 

from Southeast Asia and Oceania attending USGC’s 2020-

21 U.S. corn harvest quality report webinar in December 

2020. Miller talked to 129 webinar participants, who are 

responsible for making buying decisions.

The webinar was part of an ongoing effort to provide 

global customers with accurate, consistent and comparable 

information about U.S. grain quality. The USGC recently 

offered information from its 2020-21 U.S. corn harvest quality 

report. This was the first of several corn quality rollouts 

scheduled to happen around the globe in the coming 

months.

While ICGA acknowledges that checkoff dollars are 

essential for market development, those funds cannot be 

used to lobby state or federal lawmakers about the policies 

that affect Hoosier farmers. The ICGA relies on membership 

dues and corporate sponsorship revenue to lobby members 

of Congress on the importance of trade agreements with 

Asia-Pacific nations among other policies.

ICMC President Miller addresses grain buyers from Asia

USDA expands eligibility for CFAP payments

FIELD NOTES

SDA announced earlier this week that it will provide 

additional assistance through the Coronavirus Food 

Assistance Program (CFAP), expanding eligibility for some 

agricultural producers and commodities as well as updating 

payments to accurately compensate some producers who 

already applied for the program. Producers who are now 

eligible and those who need to modify existing applications 

due to these updates can contact USDA’s Farm Service 

Agency (FSA) between Jan. 19 and Feb. 26. Some of these 

changes are being made to align with the recently enacted 

Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 while others are 

discretionary changes being made in response to ongoing 

evaluation of CFAP.

Contract producers of swine, broilers, laying hens, 

chicken eggs and turkeys who suffered a drop in revenue 

in 2020 as compared to their 2019 revenue because of 

the pandemic are eligible for assistance. Producers could 

receive up to 80 percent of their revenue loss, subject to 

the availability of funds.

Additionally, FSA adjusted the payment calculation 

for certain row crops for CFAP 2, specifically those for 

which a producer had crop insurance coverage but not an 

available 2020 Actual Production History (APH) approved 

yield. FSA is now using 100 percent of the 2019 Agriculture 

Risk Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark 

yield to calculate payments when an APH is not available 

rather than 85 percent, which was in the original CFAP 2 

calculations.

This calculation change is only for producers with crop 

insurance coverage who grow barley, corn, sorghum, 

soybeans, sunflowers, upland cotton and wheat. 

Producers who applied during the sign-up period that 

closed Dec. 11, 2020, can modify an existing CFAP 2 

application until Feb. 26.

New applicants can obtain one-on-one support with 

applications by calling 877-508-8364. To learn more about 

this additional assistance, visit www.farmers.gov/cfap
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Longtime Purdue University faculty member Dr. Marshall 
Martin, who was a general liaison between the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance, the Indiana Corn Marketing Council 

and the Purdue College of Agriculture, retired in December 
with a resume of diverse roles exceeded only, perhaps, by his 
list of accomplishments during his time serving in those roles.

“I have been privileged to work with some of the best aca-
demics and scientists in the world,” Martin said. “I have enjoyed 
this opportunity and challenge.”

Like many career agriculturalists, he knew early that he 
wanted to aim his life and career toward agriculture. He grew 
up on an Illinois farm of modest acreage where he worked 
with his father caring for livestock and crops. He was active in 
4-H and FFA as a teenager and, over the years, gained a deep 
admiration of farm machinery. In fact, he initially enrolled at 
Iowa State University in ag engineering with the intention of 
designing farm equipment.

“I discovered over time through my coursework that eco-
nomics and the application of mathematics and statistics to 
agricultural problems was more interesting to me than engi-
neering graphics,” Martin explained.

His passion for farm technology remained, however, and his 
career as a whole has revolved around farm economics relat-
ed to the adoption of ag technology. He graduated from ISU 
in 1966 with a major in agricultural business and economics 
and a minor in ag engineering. He met his wife, Berdine, at ISU; 

she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in home economics 
education in 1962. They both earned master’s and doctorate 
degrees from Purdue, where Martin completed his with a the-
sis on farmer adoption of cotton harvesters, and it was nation-
ally recognized.

He reached the rank of full professor in 1990 and became 
chair of the Graduate Admissions Committee. Following this, 
he had several titles in the College of Agriculture, including 
associate department head of Agricultural Economics and 
senior associate director of Agricultural Research and Gradu-
ate Education.

Martin taught all manner of graduate and undergraduate 
classes related to ag economics, including aspects of ag 
policy and research. He taught more than 3,500 students in his 
classes during his career, and supervised more than 60 gradu-
ate student research theses.

Martin retires from Purdue
after distinquished career
BY EMMA HOPKINS-O’BRIEN

Dr. Marshall Martin is at home in both his office and in the “field 
office” of a tractor.
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He is keenly interested in ag technology ranging from 
mechanization to crop and animal genetics, to fertilizer and 
pest management. He is hands-on with this tech because he 
also farms - he is responsible for a 1,600-acre farm that he co-
owns with a former student, Kristy Welch. Martin and Berdine 
have operated a U-pick blueberry farm near West Lafayette 
since 1990.

As a side effect of his interest in farm tech, Martin is a prolific 
collector of antique tractors, and has displayed his collection 
at events such as the Half-Century Progress show in Rantoul, 
Ill., and the American Soybean Assoc. 100th Anniversary in 
Camden, Ind., last year. In retirement, he plans to collect more 
tractors, “as long as there is space in my machine shed.”

His career has also been occupied with observing ag tech-
nology adoption in other cultures. Following their marriage in 
1966, the couple spent five years in Bolivia where he taught 

vocational agriculture in Spanish and was director of the K-12 
Instituto Rural de Montero, consisting of 400-plus students 
and 40 teachers.

At the same time, he taught community development at 
Wesley Seminary to future Bolivian Methodist pastors. As part 
of his PhD coursework, Martin spent a year speaking Portu-
guese at the University of Sao Paulo and served as a research 
advisor for Brazilian graduate students.

“My wife and I are very concerned about people having an 
education, being able to produce food, to consume a nutri-
tious diet, to get an education and job, being able to pay for 
their family expenses,” he explained. “And part of the answer is 
education, providing opportunities for people to have jobs - so 
we’ve always been concerned not only with getting food to 
people in other countries, but in this country as well.”

In addition, he has lived in Costa Rica and made 17 trips to 

Past ISA Chair David Rodibaugh: I had known Marshall for some time before his service with the Indiana Soybean 
Alliance. He has a wide and interesting range of experiences and shares good stories along the way. He has been 
able to organize helpful connections with Purdue staff for farmer organizations.”

Jay Ackridge, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Diversity at Purdue University: 
“I have known Marshall for nearly 40 years - first as one of my professors, then as a faculty colleague in the 
Department of Agricultural Economics, then working with him as an administrator while I was Dean, and more 
recently, in my role as Provost. Marshall has been a true role model for what it means to be a faculty member at 
a land-grant university. … His work ethic is legend, and his passion for agriculture unparalleled. While Marshall 
enjoyed a stellar academic career, he is truly a farmer at heart. Marshall likes nothing better than getting on a 
tractor for field work. That passion for helping our farmers be more informed, more successful, infused everything 
he did at Purdue.”

Karen Plaut, Glenn W. Sample Dean of Agriculture at Purdue University: “Marshall is a friend and colleague that 
I value dearly because he cares about people. … Marshall is a very kind person. I always tell people he has a heart 
of gold. He will do anything for anyone. His goal is always to make other people shine through helping them. He 
also is an extremely hard worker. He will work long days in the office and then go and work at his blueberry farm 
or help a neighboring farmer. He has unbelievable energy and is a resource to everyone.”

They said it . . .

Dr. Marshall Martin has always enjoyed antique farm equipment, 
and he expects to continue that hobby during his retirement.

Martin and his wife, Berdine, have operated a U-pick blueberry 
farm near West Lafayette since 1990.



WINTER 2021 35    INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST34   

Argentina, 11 to Brazil and has been at least once each to 
the countries of Spain, Mexico, Netherlands, Egypt, Russia, 
China, Venezuela, Colombia, Italy, Cuba, Peru, India, Portugal, 
Hungary, Austria, Belgium and Switzerland. On some of these 
trips, he accompanied the ISA as a leader and/or translator.

Though he can certainly count himself an economist, agri-
culturist, researcher and servant-leader, Martin sees himself 
mostly as a teacher.

“I have always enjoyed teaching the next generation of 
farmers and agricultural leaders in Indiana, the U.S. and 
around the world,” he said. “I gain most of my satisfaction 
in following the career and accomplishments of my former 
students. With my recent retirement, I have been both hum-
bled and honored by the unsolicited letters, cards and email 
messages from former students.”

Martin said former students often mention his caring 
attitude, his encouragement to them professionally and the 
many semesters he and his wife hosted entire classes in their 
home during the fall semester. Students often appreciated 
his scholarship, integrity and politeness in interactions with 
them, even beyond graduation. He hopes his epitaph might 
read: “He Listened, He Taught, He Cared.”

But his former students were not the only ones to enjoy 
Martin’s company in pursuing agricultural excellence – he also 
acted as a Purdue liaison to numerous professional ag groups, 
the members of which agree he is pleasant to work with.

“Dr. Martin was generous with his time and expertise at the 
board meetings and with me personally,” said ISA and ICMC 
CEO Courtney Kingery. “His deep passion for education and 
agriculture became apparent to me immediately. He shared 
with me his experience working with farmers all over the 
world to improve their production and yields.”

Along with the ISA and the ICMC, he has worked with the 
Indiana Pork Board and Indiana Crop Improvement Assoc., 
among others. Kingery’s executive assistant, Chris Weldon, 
said though Martin’s curriculum vitae is long and distin-
guished, he has never acted with the least pretension.

“My role is not one in the spotlight, yet he made it a point 
to never leave without coming up to me and thanking me for 
the behind-the-scenes work and preparation I put into our 
board meetings,” Weldon said. “He didn’t have to do that, but 
he did, every time.”

Though he is not going completely off the radar, Martin 
will deeply miss his daily interactions with students, faculty, 
administrators, colleagues and directors and staff of various 
other stakeholder organizations. Kingery said while Mar-
tin has global reach, he also understands that agriculture 
requires hard work from individuals, who should be valued 
even more than the ever-changing technology they handle.

“He understands deeply that while in agriculture we 
address big global issues like hunger, food security and sus-
tainability - at the root of it, there are individual people doing 
the work,” she noted. “And it was the people of agriculture to 
whom Dr. Martin gives his heart and his life’s work.”

Dr. Bernie Engel, who is a 

professor of agricultural and 

biological engineering at 

Purdue University, has replaced 

the retiring Dr. Marshall Martin 

as the liaison between Purdue 

and the Indiana Soybean 

Alliance and Indiana Corn 

Marketing Council boards.

Engel led Purdue’s 

Department of Agricultural and 

Biological Engineering (ABE) to recognition as having the 

top graduate and undergraduate ABE programs in the 

country. In January 2019, Engel was named as the new 

associate dean of Research and Graduate Education for 

Purdue’s College of Agriculture.

His connection and commitment to agriculture is per-

sonal as well as professional. “I was raised on a 1,200-acre 

farm in Illinois that my parents continue to operate. My 

wife and I also purchased a small farm 20 years ago that 

produces hay, corn, soybeans and livestock,” Engel said.

He earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 

agricultural engineering from the University of Illinois 

and his doctoral degree in agricultural engineering from 

Purdue University. He joined the faculty in 1988 and was 

appointed department head of ABE in 2005.

Under his leadership, the department has risen to the 

No. 1 ranking for its undergraduate programs for eight 

consecutive years, and graduate programs for 10 of the 

past 11 years. Undergraduate enrollment has almost 

doubled and graduate enrollment has increased by 50 

percent during his tenure.

“I understand the enormous impact the students we 

educate and the research we conduct can make,” Engel 

added. “Working together and across disciplines and 

institutions, we have the capacity to change the world 

as well as to make a difference in the lives of individual 

farmers.”

His research area is soil and water engineering. He is a 

leading global expert on development and application 

of hydrologic/water quality models and environmental 

decision support systems used to address agricultural, 

rural, urban and mixed land use watersheds and a range 

of constituencies, including nutrients, pesticides and soil 

erosion.

Engel to represent Purdue
on ISA and ICMC boards
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The Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) board of directors 
welcomes two new voting members and two new 
non-voting members in 2021. Steve Phares of Albion 

and Kevin Kelley of Brookston, Ind., joined six incumbents 
elected to the board.

Purdue University professor Dr. Bernie Engel replaces 
the retiring Dr. Marshall Martin as the board’s liaison from 
Purdue. And, John O’Donnell, ADM Commercial Manager 
with the Frankfort Oilseed Processing plant, was added as 
an additional ex-officio member.

Phares takes the position 
left by John Emmert, who 
passed away on Nov. 26, 
2020, from ISA District 2. 
Emmert had planned to 
retire from the ISA board 
this year. C.J. Chalfant 
of Hartford City was re-
elected as a District 2 
representative. The counties 
in District 2 include Adams, 
Allen, Blackford, DeKalb, 
Delaware, Grant, Henry, 
Huntington, Jay, LaGrange, Madison, Noble, Randolph, 
Steuben, Wayne, Wells and Whitley.

Kelley replaces Joe Tuholski, who completed his nine 
years of service on the board in 2020. ISA board member 
Denise Scarborough of La Crosse was re-elected to another 
three-year term in District 1, along with Kelley. District 1 
includes Benton, Carroll, Cass, Clinton, Elkhart, Fulton, 
Howard, Jasper, Kosciusko, LaPorte, Lake, Marshall, Miami, 
Newton, Porter, Pulaski, St. Joseph, Starke, Tipton, Wabash 
and White counties.

Newly elected board members
Kelley, 51, grows seed rye, wheat, corn and popcorn 

in addition to soybeans on his farm in rural White and 
Tippecanoe counties. He and his wife, Amy, have three 
children: Grace, Ryan and Aidan.

Kelley earned a bachelor’s degree in ag engineering 
from Purdue in 1992, and he added a master’s degree in 
ag engineering in 1995. After working as an ag engineer for 

three years, he returned to farm full-time in 1999. In addition 
to farming, he owns Kelley Engineering LLC.

Involved in his community, he serves as a board member of 
the White County Ag Assoc., and he is a board member and 
secretary on the Prairie Township Library Board. In the past, he 
has been a board member of the White County Farm Bureau.

Kelley hopes to learn how checkoff dollars are used to 
help Hoosier farmers. “I want to be an advocate for the 
American soybean producer,” he said. “I want to grow 
professionally and as a farmer, and I’m looking forward to 

working with a great team. 
I don’t have an agenda. 
I just want to serve and 
contribute to the success 
of American agriculture.”

Phares, 70, and his 
wife, Paula, farm in rural 
Noble County with their 
son, Clint. Phares has 
been a full-time farmer 
since 1973. In addition to 
soybeans, he grows corn and 
hay and keeps a pasture for 

steers. He also raises beef cattle and heifers. He recently 
retired from the dairy business. Phares is also a four-year U.S. 
Air Force veteran.

He has been involved in many organizations through 
the years: he is a member of the Indiana Holstein Assoc., 
Indiana Dairy Producers and Indiana Farm Bureau. Phares is 
a past board member of American Dairy Assoc. Indiana and 
Foremost Farms.

His goals for service with the ISA board include expanding 
the value of the soybean crop. “I want to continue new 
product development, and I want to help find new export 
markets,” Phares explained.

In District 3, incumbents Mark Legan of Coatesville and Der-
ika Lynam-Spaetti of Rockport were re-elected to three-year 
terms. District 3 includes the counties of Clay, Daviess, Dubois, 
Fountain, Gibson, Greene, Knox, Martin, Montgomery, Owen, 
Parke, Pike, Posey, Putnam, Spencer, Sullivan, Tippecanoe, 
Vanderburgh, Vermillion, Vigo, Warren and Warrick.

District 4 incumbent board members Jim Douglas of 

A pair of Hoosier farmers new 
to ISA’s board of directors
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Kevin Kelley Steve Phares

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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Flat Rock and Anngie Steinbarger of Edinburgh will return 
to serve three-year terms. District 4 counties include Bar-
tholomew, Boone, Brown, Clark, Crawford, Dearborn, De-
catur, Fayette, Floyd, Franklin, Hamilton, Hancock, Harrison, 
Hendricks, Jackson, Jefferson, Jennings, Johnson, Lawrence, 
Marion, Monroe, Morgan, Ohio, Orange, Perry, Ripley, Rush, 
Scott, Shelby, Switzerland, Union and Washington.

Appointed ex-officio members
Purdue’s College of Agriculture has been closely linked 

to the soybean checkoff since the checkoff was launched. 
For most of that time, Martin has been that personal contact 
between Purdue and the checkoff; however, he has new 
goals to chase as he enters retirement. He is replaced as 
Purdue’s liaison to the ISA board by Engel.

Engel is a professor of agricultural and biological 
engineering and an associate dean of Agricultural Research 

and Graduate Education. He earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from the University of Illinois and his 
doctorate from Purdue. His research interests are soil and 
water engineering with a focus on water quality model 
development and application.

In addition, he develops readily used environmental 
decision support tools. These application areas are 
supported with research in fields of GIS, remote sensing, 
optimization and artificial intelligence. Engel is a Fellow 
of the American Society of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineers (ASABE) and recipient of the ASABE Gilley 
Academic Leadership Award.

Added as an industry representative to the ISA board is 
John O’Donnell, who is a Commercial Manager with the 
Frankfort Oilseed Processing plant with Archer Daniels 
Midland Company, a multinational food processing and 
commodities trading corporation based in Illinois.

The Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) seeks farmer 

leaders to join its 24-member board responsible for 

investing Indiana’s soybean checkoff funds each year 

in programs that develop new markets for Indiana 

soybeans, create value to the state’s soybean growers, 

engage producers in events and support farmers’ 

environmental, social and economic sustainability.

The ISA Board of Directors represents approximately 

20,000 Indiana soybean farmers who contribute their 

dollars through the checkoff program, and it manages 

soybean farmer investments. Eight board seats are up 

for election this year. Applications for the 2021 election 

are due by Friday, March 5.

In District 1, board members Kendell Culp and David 

Rodibaugh, both of Rensselaer, Ind., are completing 

their third and final terms as ISA directors this year. 

Both positions from this district are open. District 1 

includes Benton, Carroll, Cass, Clinton, Elkhart, Fulton, 

Howard, Jasper, Kosciusko, LaPorte, Lake, Marshall, 

Miami, Newton, Porter, Pulaski, St. Joseph, Starke, 

Tipton, Wabash and White counties.

In District 2, both Carey McKibben of LaGrange and 

Larry Wilkinson of Kimmell, are up for re-election. The 

counties in District 2 include Adams, Allen, Blackford, 

DeKalb, Delaware, Grant, Henry, Huntington, Jay, 

LaGrange, Madison, Noble, Randolph, Steuben, Wayne, 

Wells and Whitley.

In District 3, incumbent board directors Kevin Cox 

of Brazil and Gary McDaniel of Boonville are up for 

re-election in 2021. District 3 includes the counties 

of Clay, Daviess, Dubois, Fountain, Gibson, Greene, 

Knox, Martin, Montgomery, Owen, Parke, Pike, Posey, 

Putnam, Spencer, Sullivan, Tippecanoe, Vanderburgh, 

Vermillion, Vigo, Warren and Warrick.

In District 4, board members Roger Bommer, 

Brookville, and Keevin Lemenager, Monrovia, are up for 

re-election. District 4 counties include Bartholomew, 

Boone, Brown, Clark, Crawford, Dearborn, Decatur, 

Fayette, Floyd, Franklin, Hamilton, Hancock, Harrison, 

Hendricks, Jackson, Jefferson, Jennings, Johnson, 

Lawrence, Marion, Monroe, Morgan, Ohio, Orange, 

Perry, Ripley, Rush, Scott, Shelby, Switzerland, Union 

and Washington.

Each candidate must meet these requirements:

• Has paid into the federal soybean checkoff 

within the last two years.

• Certify ownership or share ownership and risk of 

loss of soybeans

• Completes a director expectation statement and 

returns it to ISA by March 5

Go online to www.indianasoybean.com/elections 

to learn more about serving as an ISA director or 

to download a director expectation statement. For 

more information, call Hannah Vorsilak, ISA Marketing 

Operations and Leadership Director, at 317-644-2791.

The ISA will distribute election ballots to soybean 

farmers by mail in May. ISA will announce election 

results in July.

ISA calls for farmers to run for its board of directors



We need leaders like you.
The Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) manages soybean farmer investments 
from the soybean checkoff. The ISA Board of Directors represents the
nearly 28,000 soybean farmers in Indiana who contribute their dollars to
the checkoff.

ISA is seeking soybean farmer leaders to join a 24-member farmer board 
that is responsible for annually investing Indiana soybean checkoff funds in 
biofuels, livestock, production and environment research, grain marketing, 
new uses and aquaculture programs.

Elections will take place in all four districts. To be a candidate you must:

     • Be engaged in the growing of soybeans in the last two years.

     • Certify ownership or share ownership and risk of loss of soybeans.

     •  Fill out director expectation statement and return it to ISA. (Director 
expectation statement must be returned by March 5, 2021.)

To learn more about serving as an ISA Director, or to receive a director 
expectation statement, go to www.indianasoybean.com/elections
or call the ISA office at 1.800.735.0195.

Election ballots will be distributed by mail in May. The election will
take place in June, and results will be announced in July. 

Represent your district.

ADAMS

ALLEN

BARTHOLOMEW

BENTON

BLACKFORD

BOONE

BROWN

CARROLL

CASS

CLARK

CLAY

CLINTON

CRAWFORD

DAVIESS

DEARBORN

DECATUR

DE KALB

DELAWARE

DUBOIS

ELKHART

FAYETTE

FLOYD

FOUNTAIN

FRANKLIN

FULTON

GIBSON

GRANT

GREENE

HAMILTON

HANCOCK

HARRISON

HENDRICKS

HENRY

HOWARD

HUNTINGTON

JACKSON

JASPER

JAY

JEFFERSON

JENNINGS

JOHNSON

KNOX

KOSCIUSKO

LA GRANGE

LAKE

LA PORTE

LAWRENCE

MADISON

MARION

MARSHALL

MARTIN

MIAMI

MONROE

MONTGOMERY

MORGAN

NEWTON

NOBLE

OHIO

ORANGE

OWEN

PARKE

PERRY

PIKE

PORTER

POSEY

PULASKI

PUTNAM

RANDOLPH

RIPLEY

RUSH

ST JOSEPH

SCOTT

SHELBY

SPENCER

STARKE

STEUBEN

SULLIVAN

SWITZERLAND

TIPPECANOE

TIPTON

UNION

VANDERBURGH

VERMILLION

VIGO

WABASH

WARREN

WARRICK

WASHINGTON

WAYNE

WELLSWHITE

WHITLEY

1 2

4
3

Looking for a few good
SOYBEAN FARMERS

Applications Now Being Accepted

Funded with Indiana soybean checkoff dollars.



WINTER 2021 39   

Two new farmers have started 
their work on the Indiana Corn 

Growers Association (ICGA) board 
this year. They are Tyler Everett of 
Lebanon, Ind., and Tom Murphy of 
Chesterton, Ind.

Murphy was elected to represent 
District 1 in the northwest corner of 
Indiana last year. Murphy replaces 
Mike McIntire, who termed off of 
the board.

Murphy and his wife, Lori, grow 
corn and soybeans in Porter and 
Lake counties. He has been a full-time farmer since 1999.

“We are a modern, row-crop farm,” Murphy explained. 
“We utilize technology and research to obtain the highest 
possible yields.”

In fact, Murphy has participated in the National Corn Yield 
Contest in an attempt to test that research. Besides ICGA, 
Murphy has also been a part of the Porter County Farm 
Bureau.

He is looking forward to working with farmers through his 
service on the ICGA board. “I hope to improve agriculture and 
farm businesses through education and better legislation.”

Everett succeeds another Lebanon, Ind., farmer, George 
Morton, as the District 7 representative on the board.

Everett works on his farm 
along with his father, Doug, and 
grandfather, Aaron. Together they 
raise corn, soybeans and wheat. 
Everett said he handles most of the 
repairs and maintenance, trucking 
and seed handling.

The farm that he and his wife, 
Brittney, live on is in both Boone 
and Hendricks counties. Everett is 
a full-time farmer, but he is also a 
Beck’s Hybrids seed dealer and a 
volunteer and pair fireman. He also 

is a substitute school bus driver.
He earned an Associates of Applied Sciences from Lake 

Land College in 2011 through their John Deere Ag Tech 
Program.

In addition to ICGA, Everett is a member of the Farm 
Bureau Young Farmers, the Boone County Farm Bureau and 
the Boone County 4-H Council. Everett has an eye on the 
future of Indiana agriculture during his time on the board.

“I hope to be able to bridge the gap from the corn growers 
who have served in the past to the new group of minds 
coming into ICGA for future years to come,” Everett said. “I 
hope to share the member’s wealth of knowledge with those 
coming up.”

Those who have strong opinions about government 
regulations and policies that affect Indiana farmers 

should consider running for a position on the Indiana 
Corn Growers Association (ICGA) board of directors.

The ICGA board advocates for Hoosier corn farmers 
at the local, state and federal levels. ICGA’s governing 
districts match the nine Congressional districts across 
Indiana. This year, ICGA will have elections in districts 
3, 6 and 9.

“If farmers do not participate in the process that 
creates new policies and regulations on Indiana 
agriculture, then people who don’t understand 
farming will make those rules,” said Christian Rosen, 
an ICGA board member and corn grower from Urbana, 
Ind. “Participation is necessary at every level of 
government.

“From county zoning boards to the state legislature 
to the USDA and EPA, we need to keep our eyes and 
ears open for proposals that may impact how we farm. 
I encourage anyone with a passion for these issues to 
join us on the ICGA board.”

Time to consider running for the ICGA board

Tyler Everett Tom Murphy

Everett, Murphy newly elected to ICGA board

Candidates must meet the following eligibility requirements:
• A dues-paying member of ICGA in good standing
• A producer of corn as an owner, manager or operator
• A resident of the district they seek to represent
• Current on their ICGA membership dues
District 3 includes the counties of Kosciusko, LaGrange, Noble, 

Whitley, Huntington, Wells, Blackford, Jay, Adams, Allen, DeKalb 
and Steuben. Incumbent board member Sarah Delbecq, who 
farms near Auburn, is up for re-election.

The District 6 seat is open in this year’s election. This district in-
cludes the counties of Delaware, Randolph, Henry, Wayne, Union, 
Fayette, Franklin, Rush, Hancock, Shelby, Bartholomew, Decatur, 
Ripley, Jennings, Jefferson, Scott, Switzerland, Ohio and Dearborn.

District 9 includes Morgan, Johnson, Brown, Monroe, Lawrence, 
Orange, Jackson, Washington, Scott, Clark, Floyd, Harrison and 
Crawford counties. Incumbent board member Mike Flock, who 
farms near Ramsey, is up for re-election.

Election applications are due by Friday, March 5. Ballots will be 
mailed to ICGA members over the summer. Winners will begin 
a three-year term in December. To learn more about this year’s 
election, find a district map or download an application, visit
www.incorn.org/ICGAelections
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JOHN EMMERT, 74, a farmer from Ligonier, Ind., died on Nov. 29, 2020. Emmert 
had been a District 2 board member on the Indiana Soybean Alliance since 2014. He 
represented Indiana soybean farmers as a director of the Soy Aquaculture Alliance from 
2015-17. He raised soybeans as well as corn, hay and beef cattle at his Eagle View Farm in 
Noble County.

He was a lifelong farmer and a livestock feed salesman for Moorman’s/ADM for 50 
years. After retiring, he volunteered for many organizations such as Gideon’s, International 
and Lion’s Club International, in addition to the ISA and other farm groups.

Emmert enjoyed going on mission trips accompanied by his wife with groups such 
as Cairo’s Carpenters and Samaritan’s Purse. He was a member of Burr Oak Church in 
Ligonier, Ind., where he faithfully served his church as an elder and church board member 
for many years.

His family said Emmert was a wonderful example of being the hands and feet of Jesus 
in the way he lovingly served others by meeting whatever needs they might have. He had 

a generous and giving spirit; and most of all, a love for fun and adventure. Emmert enjoyed making people laugh by telling 
funny, animated stories about his adventures.

He was born Jan. 18, 1946 to Arthur F. and Minnie M. Emmert. He married Maxine J. Heerschop on July 31, 1967. Together 
they had three children, Russell F. Emmert, Mindy M. Morgan and Jonathan D. Emmert . He a grandfather to 10 grandchildren: 
Mya and Ava Emmert, Ashlyn and Abby Siegel, Brody, Brant and Brock Morgan, Lincoln Penny, and Greyson and Eloise 
Emmert. He was a brother to Pat Franke, Fancheon Resler, Sandra Riegsecker and Willam Emmert.

RONNIE MOHR, 72, a farmer from Greenfield, Ind., died on Dec. 14, 2020. For more than 
17 years, Mohr served on the boards of the Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) and 
the Indiana Corn Marketing Council. At the time of his death, Mohr represented District 6 
on the ICGA board of directors, and he was the organization’s vice president.

Mohr began farming in 1962, and he grew corn and soybeans. He received the Master 
Farmer award from Prairie Farmer magazine in 2019. At the 12th Annual Crossroads 
Cooperative Summit, coordinated by the Indiana Cooperative Development Center (ICDC) 
honored Mohr as the 2018 Cooperative Hero.

Mohr was a part of two farming entities: R&S Mohr Family Farms Inc., which he farmed 
with his brother, Joe, and Circle M Farms LLC. When his sons, Andy and Eric, wanted to 
farm, Mohr and his wife, Sarah, formed Circle M Farms to help them transition into the business.

Mohr has been a tireless advocate for farmers by investing time and work with the ICM for 20 years, the ICGA for 12 years 
and the National Corn Growers Association. He was instrumental in helping raise the cap on the Indiana Grain Indemnity Fund 
to $25 million, nearly doubling the fund and guaranteeing that farmers who voluntarily pay the premium are adequately 
insured. Previously, the cap was $14 million.

Active in his community, he served as chairman of the Ag One Co-op Board, now Harvest Land Co-op, for 19 years. He was 
a 25-year member of the NineStar Connect electric, telecommunications and wet utility board and a member of the Wabash 
Valley Power Association. Mohr was a former chairman of the Hancock County Soil and Water Conservation District.

WE REMEMBER

ISA board member Emmert leaves legacy
on Indiana agriculture

Long-time advocate for Indiana 
corn growers passes away
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S ix Indiana corn growers were among the top finishers in the 2020 
National Corn Growers Yield Contest, which is offered annually by 
National Corn Growers Association (NCGA). The top three yields in 

nine categories are awarded in the contest. In the 2020 contest, Hoosier 
farmers took first in four of the nine categories.

In the Conventional, Non-Irrigated category, Kevin Kalb of Dubois, 
Ind., finished first with an average yield of 385,4405 bushels per acre. 
Rhylan Kalb, also of Dubois, finished second in the same category at 
345.9045. In the Conventional, Non-Irrigated category, farmers use cul-
tivation as the major means of seedbed preparation and weed control. 
Typically this includes a sequence of soil tillage, like ploughing and har-
rowing, to produce a fine seedbed leaving no crop residue on the field 
from the previous crop.

Shawn Kalb, also of Dubois, finished first in the No-Till, Non-Irrigated 
category with an average yield of 329.0569. In this category, contestants 
will not use mechanical tillage, from the prior year’s harvest through the harvest of this year’s contest, where the residue 
cover is left undisturbed with no mechanical tillage. Entries used mechanical or man-made irrigation.

Ben Kron of Evansville, Ind., in only his second contest, won the Strip-Till, Minimum-Till, Mulch-Till, Ridge-Till Irrigated cate-
gory with an average yield of 367.3214 bushels per acre.

Brad Wehr of Jasper, Ind., was first in the Strip-Till, Minimum-Till, Mulch-Till, Ridge-Till Non-Irrigated category at 347.4597, 
while Nikia B. Kalb of Dubois finished second at 323.7572.

U.S. farmers not only planted and harvested a large crop successfully in 2020, but they also rolled out some impressive yields 
in the National Corn Growers Association’s National Corn Yield Contest despite weather challenges, wildfires, and a pandemic. 
Don Stall, Charlotte, Mich., produced the highest yield in the contest with a yield of 476.9052 bushels per acre, reflecting farm-
ers’ resilience and the value of modern seed varieties, advanced production techniques and innovative growing practices.

Each of these winners also took top spots in the same categories of the statewide yield contest. There were other farmers 
who finished with honors in the Indiana contest. They include:

• Sam Mehringer of Loogootee, Ind., was third in the Conventional Non-Irrigated category with an average yield of 
314.9761 bushels per acre.

• Terry Vissing of Marysville, Ind., was second in the No-Till, Non-Irrigated category with an average yield of 310.0118.
• Kim Ging of Rushville, Ind., was third in the No-Till, Non-Irrigated category with an average yield of 308.4614.
• Charlotte Vissing of Marysville, Ind., was third in Strip-Till, Minimum-Till, Mulch-Till, Ridge-Till Non-Irrigated with an 

average yield of 300.9626.
• Alan Gohn of Rochester, Ind., was second in Strip-Till, Minimum-Till, Mulch-Till, Ridge-Till Irrigated with an average 

yield of 313.6732.
• Brooks Cardinal of Oaktown, Ind., was third in Strip-Till, Minimum-Till, Mulch-Till, Ridge-Till Irrigated with an average 

yield of 310.5510.

The three winners in the statewide No-Till Irrigated category were:
• Craig Williams of Oaktown, Ind., was first with an average yield of 293.8288.
• Jerry Wischmeier of Brownstown, Ind., was second with an average yield of 290.1895.
• Ben Thompson of Seymour, Ind., was third with an average yield of 289.9274.

The three winners in the Indiana Conventional Irrigated category were:
• Jerry Cardinal of Oaktown, Ind., was first with an average yield of 304.9644.
• Dallas Cardinal of Oaktown, Ind., was second with an average yield of 294.9325.
• Brad Stackhouse of Plymouth, Ind., was third with an average yield of 293.9325.

The National Corn Yield Contest is now in its 56th year and remains NCGA’s most popular program for members. Winners 
receive national recognition in publications such as the NCYC Corn Yield Guide, as well as cash trips or other awards from 
participating sponsoring seed, chemical and crop protection companies. For contest results, visit ncga.com/get-involved/
national-corn-yield-contest

Hoosier corn growers
perform well in national yield contest

Kevin Kalb Ben Kron



M any farmers across the Midwest 
are adding high oleic soybeans 
to their rotation to earn premiums 

without any added headaches from managing 
strict growing requirements, learning a new 
management method or changing labor 
seasons or equipment.

They’re grown similarly to commodity 
soybeans, with the primary requirement being 
keeping them separated from other varieties.

“This is a great opportunity for farmers to 
add extra value to their land and crop,” said 
United Soybean Board farmer-leader Belinda 
Burrier, who grows high oleic soybeans in 
Maryland. “High oleic soybeans innovate 
and grow current markets while giving the 
consumer a product that they want and the farmer the 
premium that they need.”

These specialty soybeans currently have select availability 
across the Midwest and Delmarva Peninsula. For the 2021 
growing season, the availability of high oleic soybean 
contract opportunities has widened, with a multitude of 
delivery locations available and an average premium of 
more than 50 cents per bushel. A recent study indicated, 
if high oleic growth continues as projected, a 1,000-acre 
soybean farmer will net between $34,000 and $50,000 more 
from soybean farming as a result of higher prices driven by 
high oleic demand.

High oleic soybeans have already revolutionized the soy 
industry, from increased food functionality to industrial uses, 
with new innovations such as motor oil, tires, shoes and 
asphalt. By providing a product that meets the demand of 
bio-based alternatives, high oleic soybeans are adding long-
term value for all U.S. soybean farmers.

In today’s economic and market conditions, a modest 
boost with these specialty soybeans is just the ticket, 
according to one Indiana farmer.

“Really, being a high oleic grower helps you and helps all 
of us,” said Kevin Wilson, a soybean farmer from Indiana and 
USB farmer-leader. “Every year we plant more acres of these 
soybeans, we see the demand grow. We’re shoring up our 
own stable domestic market, and I’m proud to be a part of it.”

Farmers eager to learn where and how they can access 
high oleic soybean contracts for their farm can visit the USB 
website for high oleic soybeans at soyinnovation.com, or 
contact their seed representative to ask about high oleic 
soybeans. Elevator and processor locations throughout the 
U.S. offer contracts to growers for either on-farm storage or 
defined amounts of harvest delivery for high oleic soybean 
varieties.

“For us, these soybeans have the same weed 
management program, fungicide program and come from 
the same dealer,” said Burrier. “It’s not any harder, but we get 
paid more for them. What more can you ask for?”

To learn more about growing high oleic varieties and 
availability, contact Ed Ebert, ISA Senior Director of Grain 
Production & Utilization, at eebert@indianasoybean.com

Many Midwest growers adding high oleic 
soybeans to their rotation
BY UNITED SOYBEAN BOARD

“Really, being a high oleic grower helps you and helps all of us. Every year we plant more 
acres of these soybeans, we see the demand grow. We’re shoring up our own stable 
domestic market, and I’m proud to be a part of it.”     --Kevin Wilson, Indiana soybean farmer

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT



Actively Seeking Growers

Non-GMO Soybean Premium
Acreage Contract

Contract Highlights

1. Full production, Act of God, Acreage Contract

2. Non-GMO - eMerge Variety-specific

3. Buyer’s call 

 (Some harvest/elevator movement, some freight allowances)

4. +$2.40 over Jan ‘22 CBOT, delivered (13 varietals)

5. +$3.50 over Jan ‘22 CBOT, delivered 

 (N2358 & E42P713 with yield-based performance warranty)

6. On-farm storage premium starting Jan ’22 

 ($0.06 bu/mo) 

Grower Requirements

1. Located within 150 miles of Seymour, IN

2. A minimum of 250 acres available

Market Data & Analysis

Trading Services

Industry Connections

About Mercaris

Visit go.mercaris.com/INDIANA or scan the QR code below to apply
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SCOTT BECK, PRESIDENT

AT THE HEART OF IT.
EVERY FARMER HAS THEIR REASON FOR WHY 
THEY DO WHAT THEY DO. FOR ME, IT’S FAITH, 
FAMILY, AND FARMING.  I CARE ABOUT HONORING 
GOD AND FULFILLING HIS PURPOSE IN MY 
LIFE, IN MY FAMILY, AND IN THE BUSINESS OF 
FARMING AND AGRICULTURE.

FARMERS AT HEART ™


