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All soybean farmers, including you, are really big in poultry and 
livestock feed. How? By pooling your resources through your soy 
checkoff. Learn how your soy checkoff is bringing tangible returns 
back to you and your operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.
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Who’s the No. 1 protein source in chicken feed? 
YOU are. That’s right. You’re winning.
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Corn, soybean farmers benefit
from strong U.S. meat exports
ICMC and ISA farmer-leaders often point out it’s not just direct 
sales of those two crops that “move the pile” – it’s also derived 
products such as oil and biofuel and value-added goods like 
meat, eggs, milk and other livestock and poultry products.
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High Octane Fuel Summit touts 
ethanol’s benefits to fuel retailers
The Indiana Corn Growers Association hosted its annual High 
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Busy summer season for ICGA
will reap benefits in near future

PRESIDENT’S  REVIEW

W
e’ve started running some soybeans, and some 
of my neighbors are running corn. Thanks to 
all the heat and dry, dry weather, harvest came 

early this year for many of us. I don’t need to tell you that 
harvest is a busy time. Harvest is when you see the results 
from all of the work and worry from the year’s efforts. 
Mostly, Indiana farmers have been blessed with good 
crops and yields year after year.

For the Indiana Corn Growers Association, this summer 
has been a busy season, and I think we’re seeing good 
results that that work, too. We’ve hosted and participated 
in many events – and at least for me – I’m glad they’ve 
been in person instead of on Zoom on my computer.

In late August, we hosted the Indiana Ag Policy Summit 
at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds in Danville. The focus 
was on sustainability, and we look at that as a three-
legged stool that includes environmental, economic and 
social sustainability. We had a lively discussion about 
carbon credit programs, which does combine those three 
categories of sustainability.

Private companies offer carbon credit programs, in many 
cases, to pay farmers to adopt environmentally friendly 
farming practices. If everything works as intended, the 
private companies and farmers show social sustainability; 
the new farming practices show environmental 
sustainability; and by paying for these changes, farmers 
could benefit from added economic sustainability.

It’s not perfect, though; very few things are perfect. For 
many of us who were early adopters of no-till farming, 
cover crops and similar techniques, we are not eligible to 
benefit from most of these carbon credit programs. We 
believe that should change, and we will campaign for that.

During the Indiana State Fair, ICGA participated in a farm 

bill listening session hosted by Rep. Jim Baird (R-Dist. 4) 
and included Rep. Victoria Spartz (R-Dist. 5) and Rep. Greg 
Pence (R-Dist. 6). It’s hard to believe that the 2023 Farm 
Bill is less than two years away. Rep. Baird is on the House 
Ag Committee, and he is determined to get the discussion 
started earlier than the last-minute 2018 Farm Bill. During 
the listening session, we told our lawmakers that we 
liked the additions to the crop insurance program from 
the last program and that opening more trade markets is 
important.  With one party controlling the conversation in 
Washington, it’s imperative that we make our voices heard, 
loud and often.

Rep. Baird is a farmer, and we’re fortunate to have 
him representing us in Congress. He understands our 
issues and is a strong advocate for Hoosier farmers. We 
appreciate the support of lawmakers like Rep. Spartz and 
Rep. Pence, as well. They frequently participate in shop 
talks, and they are often available to speak with us when 
we have an issue to discuss.

Speaking of shop talks, our ICGA staff hustled to 
accommodate two shop talks on the same day on Sept. 2. 
Sen. Todd Young (R-Ind.) and Rep. Jackie Walorski (R-Dist. 
2) both made time to visit farmers that day.

Sen. Young’s shop talk was at the farm on Don Wyss 
near Fort Wayne, Ind. The senator talked about the Biden 
Administration’s $3.5 trillion infrastructure proposal and 
potential changes in the tax code to pay for that bill. Some 
of those tax changes could impact how family-owned 
farms and small businesses may transfer their business 
to the next generation. Rep. Walorski made a short drive 
from her home to the farm of Lynn Loucks in Elkhart, Ind. 
Rep. Walorski is a past recipient of our Friend of Farmer 
award, and often makes herself available to speak with 
farmers in her district.

Finally, on Sept. 16, ICGA hosted its annual High Octane 
Fuel Summit to tout the benefits of ethanol to group of 
fuel retailers and ethanol industry stakeholders. This 
always an entertaining and informative event. Ethanol is 
important to us as nearly half of all of the corn produced in 
Indiana is consumed in one of our 14 ethanol plants.

So, we go from our busy summer policy season into our 
busy harvest season. Be careful this year. Take time to rest 
and enjoy the process.

Mike
Beard
President
Indiana Corn Growers  
Association
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Indiana farmers would benefit from 
the Next Generation Fuels Act

The Next Generation Fuels Act 
(H.R. 5089) was recently reintroduced 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
It has been a long process with input 
from farmers, ethanol producers, 
automakers, members of Congress 
and other stakeholders, but corn 
growers are ready to go on offense 
and provide a cleaner more efficient 
fuel.

This legislation would require 
automakers to phase in higher levels of clean, low-carbon 
octane by model year 2031. As a clean octane standard, the 
bill requires that sources of additional octane result in at least 
40 percent fewer greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions than 
unblended gasoline and sets new limits on toxic hydrocarbon 
aromatics. Through advanced engine design features that 
take advantage of this new fuel, automakers will be able to 
significantly improve vehicle fuel efficiency.

Why do farmers care? Because our corn ethanol is the 
most effective, low-carbon octane source, providing the 
greatest fuel efficiency gains at the least cost to drivers 
while displacing the most toxic components of gasoline. 
Higher octane levels and vehicles designed and 
warranted for these fuels would support ethanol blends 
up to 30 percent, which would decrease GHG emissions 
and improve air quality by replacing the most harmful 
gasoline components.

The increased demand for ethanol will not only help 
the environment, it will also greatly benefit Indiana 
corn growers and their communities. But if the bill is to 
gain traction, NCGA and state corn grower associations 
need to work together to build support in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. We appreciate Rep. Jim 
Baird (R-Indiana District 4) for signing on as an early 
cosponsor of the bill, but we’re asking more Indiana 
representatives to follow suit.

The Next Generation Fuels Act will reduce emissions, 
save consumers money at the pump and help rural 
economies. Farmers are key to helping Members of 
Congress understand the many benefits of today’s 

ethanol and how the Next Generation Fuels Act can help 
accomplish their energy, economic and environmental goals.

As always, Congress has a full plate of pressing issues, 
and farmers also have multiple priorities in Washington. That 
is why I encourage you to reach out to your Representative 
about the importance of this bill and explain how corn 
ethanol is uniquely positioned to immediately and affordably 
improve transportation, paving the way to future vehicles with 
greater fuel efficiency and fewer emissions. 

Tell your member of Congress that the Renewable Fuel 
Standard was a game-changer for corn farmers, and the Next 
Generation Fuels Act builds on that success in advancing our 
commitment to providing the cleanest, most efficient and 
lowest cost energy solution. Simply put, Next Generation 
Fuels Act provides the solutions we need now. 

Corn growers offer a product that can address pressing 
environmental issues while helping farmers and rural 
communities. We need members of Congress to recognize 
this resource, and we need you to make sure they do just 
that. You can visit our website at www.ncga.com for more 
information.

BY BROOKE APPLETON
Vice President of Public Policy, National Corn Growers Association
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Greetings from Decatur County, I hope everyone 
is gearing up for a safe and productive harvest 
season. I’d say we’re within a few days from getting 

the combine rolling. Weather permitting, we’d like to get as 
much done as early as possible.

With everything going on in the world, sometimes it’s 
nice just to get into the fields and do what we love to do. It’s 
nice to concentrate on farming and the bountiful harvest 
that we are blessed with, instead of taxes, trade policies 
and government regulations. 
I know we have no control 
over the weather but we do 
have some control over some 
political issues.

As Chair of the ISA’s 
Membership and Policy 
Committee, I believe that we 
have the power to influence 
political issues – especially if 
we work together. And what 
better way to do this than 
being a member of ISA’s 
policy organization.

We are living in a time in 
which many political issues have long lasting effects. In 
the past few months, ISA and its national partner, American 
Soybean Association (ASA), have been a part of many 
important discussions. Here are just a few to consider:

• At the Ag Policy Summit, we had a lengthy discussion 
about carbon credit programs and how farmers could 
earn extra revenue by adopting farming practices that 
sequester carbon into the soil, which is also good for our 
soil. There’s a lot to learn about carbon credit programs, 
and each one is different, so make sure you do your 
homework to see which one best fits your farm before 
signing up.

• During the Indiana State Fair, Rep. Jim Baird (R-Dist. 4) 
hosted a farm bill listening session along with Rep. Greg 
Pence (R-Dist. 6) and Rep. Victoria Spartz (R-Dist. 5). 
ISA along with several other farm groups from across 
Indiana shared that crop insurance and trade promotion 
programs are essential for Hoosier farmers. It’s hard to 
believe that the deadline for the next federal farm bill is 
two years away.

ISA and ASA are fighting the good fight in Washington, D.C., 
to make sure that good policies remain and bad policies go 
away. Congress is considering the elimination of a tax tool 
called “stepped-up basis” that, among other things, helps 
farmers to pass down their farm from generation to genera-
tion. Congress may eliminate this tax policy to help pay for its 
$3.5 trillion, green-energy-based infrastructure bill. Similarly, 
the EPA is looking to revive language from the Waters of the 
U.S. (WOTUS) policy from the Obama Administration, and 
that could hinder how we manage water on our farms.

ISA’s Membership and Policy 
Committee is also bringing law-
makers to the farm. On Sept. 2, 
we hosted two Shop Talk events 
on the same day. On the Elkhart, 
Ind., farm of Lynn Loucks, Rep. 
Jackie Walorski (R-Dist. 2) talked 
to a large group of farmers about 
efforts to protect stepped-up 
basis and the importance 
of rural broadband internet 
expansion to farmers. On 
the Fort Wayne, Ind., farm 
of Don Wyss, Sen. Todd 
Young (R-Ind.) told more than 

80 attendees and media that efforts to open new export 
markets for Hoosier-grown farm goods is a priority. We thank 
these farm families for taking the time and effort to open 
their farms up and host these great events.

We are making a difference, and our state and federal law-
makers know who we are and what we need. However, we 
always need more players on our team. If you’re not a mem-
ber of our policy organizations, I urge you to contact Macy 
Mead at mmead@indianasoybean.com and join our efforts. 
We want more voices to help amplify our messages.

I pray that we all have a safe and bountiful harvest season. 
This is what all the hard work on and off the farm is all about.

Join the policy organizations
to help protect agriculture’s future

CHAIR ’S  REVIEW

Mike
Koehne
Chair
ISA Membership and  
Policy Committee

The family farm of Don Wyss near Fort Wayne, Ind., hosted a 
shop talk featuring Sen. Todd Young on Sept. 2.



FALL 2021 7    INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST6   

Since assuming office, President 
Joe Biden has made it clear that 
his top domestic priority – after 
combating the COVID-19 pandemic – 
would be massive new investments 
in infrastructure. This is reflected 
in two plans released by the White 
House in early 2021.

The first, dubbed the “American 
Jobs Plan,” served as the 
administration’s blueprint for what 

the president wanted to see in a legislative proposal. This 
plan focused on traditional infrastructure such as highways, 
bridges, locks and dams. A month later, he announced 
the “American Families Plan.” This second, less-traditional 
infrastructure package focused on “human” infrastructure 
and included proposals on issues such as universal pre-K, 
paid family leave and increased food assistance.

However, tucked into the bowels of the American 
Families Plan are proposals that could pose a very real 
threat to American agriculture. As part of the second, “soft” 
infrastructure proposal, there are major tax changes that may 
be included to finance these sweeping human infrastructure 
programs.

Under the proposal, unrealized capital gains (those that 
have never been previously taxed) would be taxed at death 
above $1 million in gains for an individual, or $2 million 
per couple. Capital gains tax liability would be deferred if 
the farm continues to remain family owned and operated 
under the proposal, which has met swift pushback from 
Republicans and ag-state Democrats.

In early August, the Senate passed a bipartisan 
infrastructure package, providing much-needed updates 
to our nation’s highways, bridges, locks and dams. 
Immediately after, it passed a budget resolution on a party-
line vote: this is the framework that lays out the procedures 
and parameters for a reconciliation package, which is 
how the Democratic majority intends to pass a human 
infrastructure package. This budget resolution process also 
allows the reconciliation package to be passed by a simple 
majority.

After passing its budget resolution and setting the stage 
for reconciliation, the House of Representatives returned to 

Washington, D.C., to begin crafting legislative text that would 
encompass the sweeping human infrastructure package. 
With a price tag possibly as high as $3.5 trillion, Democratic 
leadership is looking at myriad proposals to finance the 
package. This includes potential changes to stepped-up 
basis for capital gains taxes, the limitation of 1031 like-kind 
exchanges, and revisions to the 199A business deduction.

These proposals are extremely concerning to ASA and, 
should they be incorporated into a reconciliation package, 
threaten the future viability of family soybean farms. It should 
be noted, however, the margins in Congress are extremely 
narrow. The Senate is evenly split 50-50, and margins in the 
House favor Democrats by only three votes. Coupled with 
continued in-party squabbles amongst the Democrats over 
the size of the infrastructure and reconciliation packages, the 
only certainty is that nothing is certain.

In September, ASA and each of ASA’s 26 state affiliates 
– along with 300 other U.S. agriculture groups – signed a 
letter to Congress urging it to protect these important tax 
provisions. As the situation progresses, ASA will continue 
urging passage of the bipartisan infrastructure package on its 
own merits and educating members of Congress about the 
negative impacts a change in stepped-up basis would have 
on the ability of farming operations to remain in the family 
and stay competitive.

Potential changes in tax laws
could harm U.S. farmers
BY VIRGINIA HOUSTON
Director of Government Affairs, American Soybean Association
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Hoosier farmers continue to be a solid pillar of our 
economy. Indiana corn and soybean producers 
work tirelessly to feed and fuel our communities 

while being important stewards of our state’s rich natural 
resources.

Recently, it was my privilege to visit several farms across 
Indiana’s 2nd District to hear about the issues they are 
facing on the ground every day. This input is invaluable as I 
consider how best to serve Hoosier ag producers.

From strengthening access to reliable broadband to 
securing important trade deals, I am working for these 
hardworking Hoosiers. And right now, many of the ag 
community’s priorities are front and center in the House.

In recent weeks, we considered a so-called 
infrastructure reform package. While I support true 
infrastructure reforms that would support and uplift 
Indiana, the Democrats’ big-government agenda is not the 
answer. Instead, I am advocating for the House to prioritize 
real infrastructure priorities, including the expansion of 
reliable broadband in rural communities. Connectivity 
is key for success in the 21st century, especially for the 
agriculture community. We cannot allow our local farms 
and families to fall behind, and I remain committed to 
expanding Hoosiers’ access to the internet.

Additionally, this month the Ways and Means Committee 
began to debate the Democrats’ behemoth $3.5 billion 
spending bill that effectively would create new taxes for 
every Indiana family, farm, and small business. This budget 

deal would propose a second death tax as just one part of 
their radical tax and spend agenda.

By raising taxes on many investments, Democrats would 
make it more difficult to create and build small businesses, 
including hiring new workers and expanding operations 
here at home. Under the Biden plan, death is treated as 
a taxable event for capital gains tax purposes. For family 
farms, this second death tax would be a disaster and 
possibly spell the end of these farming operations.

On the Ways and Means Committee, I also am working 
to drive trade solutions for Hoosier farmers. This sum-
mer marked one year since the implementation of the 
U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade Agreement (USMCA), and I 
am working to ensure that its terms are strictly enforced 
so that Hoosier farmers are competing on a level playing 
field. We should also build on USMCA by negotiating addi-
tional trade agreements to allow Hoosier farmers to com-
pete in new markets worldwide. The Biden Administration 
knows that my priority is protecting Indiana’s agriculture 
industry, and I’ll keep advocating for Hoosier farmers.

Once again, it is my privilege to serve hardworking 
Hoosier farmers who are growing our economy and 
feeding our nation. I am grateful to the Indiana Soybean 
Alliance and Corn Growers for their partnership in 
preserving and strengthening this vital infrastructure, and I 
look forward to our continued work together.

Ag community’s priorities front and
center in U.S. House
BY U.S. REP. JACKIE WALORSKI
R-Indiana House District 2

Rep. Jackie Walorski (R-Dist. 2) participated in a shop talk pre-
sented by ICGA and ISA at the Elkhart farm of Lynn Loucks on 
Sept. 2. She discussed estate tax issues, climate change legisla-
tion and the need of better rural broadband internet access.
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After a uniquely challenging year and a half, the recent 
U.S. Soy Global Trade Exchange & Specialty Grains 
Conference provided a much different and much-welcomed 
point of view.

We saw tremendous new opportunities to expand and 
build new partnerships around the world. We saw strong 
enthusiasm and demand 
for U.S. Soy’s unique value 
proposition. And, after hosting 
530 virtual meetings, events, 
workshops and seminars since 
the beginning of the pandemic, 
we saw many customers, 
prospects and partners face-
to-face (safely, of course) for 
the first time in a long time.

GTE, the signature event 
hosted annually by the U.S. 
Soybean Export Council and 
the Specialty Soya and Grains 
Alliance, provided invaluable 
opportunities to establish 
and build relationships with U.S. Soy customers around the 
world. With 1,172 attendees, including 318 in-person, we 
put the spotlight on U.S. Soy’s key differentiators. Attendees 
also heard updates on what is shaping up to be an excellent 
harvest, and insights in key areas such as supply and 
demand, sustainability and on-farm best management 
practices.

On the demand side, we see tremendous potential in 
many areas, including aquaculture, and continued growth for 
protein from livestock.

Experts forecast aquaculture production for human 
consumption will exceed 100 million tons within the next five 
years, and soy is poised to harness that demand increase. 
Meanwhile, as U.S. demand for soybean oil is projected 
to grow significantly for renewable fuels, we anticipate 
increased supplies of soybean meal that will make its way 
to world markets. Our team has spent significant time and 
energy promoting the value of meal produced from U.S. 
Soy and training users how to develop rations that take 
advantage of the amino acid concentration, increased 
digestibility, and improved energy levels. This positions U.S. 

Soy as a desirable product, which will bode well when more 
meal is available for export.

USSEC supports and invests in these growth areas, 
digging in with aquaculture and animal protein industry 
customers around the world to fully understand their 
specific needs and goals, then providing the right expertise 

to help them build their 
industries. These efforts, along 
with ongoing education on the 
key advantages of U.S. Soy (high 
quality, verified sustainable and 
an excellent nutrient profile) help 
us establish mutually beneficial 
partnerships that drive demand 
for U.S. Soy.

For example, the aquaculture 
industry has benefited from 
USSEC’s pioneering In-Pond 
Raceway Systems (IPRS), 
which enable more efficient 
and sustainable production in 
countries such as Vietnam and 

China. And in Egypt, we helped the local crushing industry 
dramatically increase production, with efforts leading to 
increased imports of U.S. Soy from 1 MMT in 2017 to 3.9 MMT 
in 2020, rising to become the third-largest global market.

These initiatives and many more fuel our efforts to 
diversify and expand markets in areas such as the European 
Union, Middle East, North Africa and South and Southeast 
Asia. While our approach differs based on region and 
customer needs, our strategy is always the same: build 
long-term relationships that benefit all parties. This being 
our customers, our customers’ customers and the producers 
and exporters of U.S. Soy.

The overall impact of these efforts can be seen in a very 
promising outlook for U.S. exports. Soybean shipments in 
2020/21 set a new record, surpassing 60 MMT and the world 
is looks forward to securing supplies from the 2021 crop.

GTE was a tremendous opportunity to share our ongoing 
spirit of partnership with customers around the world. 
We look forward to many more fruitful discussions in the 
year ahead, and with any luck, more safe face-to-face 
connections in the months to come.

As CEO of the U.S. Soybean Export Council, Jim Sutter 
leads teams across 82 countries to showcase the 
benefits of U.S. Soy, building demand and creating a 
preference for the soy you grow.

New opportunities and renewed
optimism for U.S. Soy
BY JIM SUTTER
Chief Executive Officer, U.S. Soybean Export Council

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.
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EXPORTING INDIANA CORN
THROUGH U.S. BEEF AND PORK

$1.250 billion
The projected market value 
of beef and pork exports to Indiana 
corn from 2021–2029

In 2020, the market value of beef and pork exports to

Indiana Corn = $129 million
(corn consumed by beef and pork exports at average corn price)                                                                                                          

36.7 million bushels x $3.52 per bushel     

U.
S. 

beef and pork exports contributed

at a yield of 187 bushels/acre
in 2020

$76.67
per Indiana

corn acre

In 2020 beef and pork exports added

11.5% of bushel value = $0.41
at an average of $3.52 per bushel

In 2020, beef and pork exports accounted

for 36.7 million bushels 
of Indiana corn usage

U.S. BASELINE CORN AND DDGS VALUE 2021-2029
 ($MILLIONS)
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$1,000M
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$2,000M

$2,500M

$3,000M

$3,500M

202920282027202620252024202320222021

$2,409
$2,569 $2,671 $2,743 $2,843 $2,896 $2,991 $3,056

$3,123

$298 million
The projected market value 
of beef and pork exports to 
Indiana DDGS from 2021–2029

In 2020, the market value of beef and pork exports to

Indiana DDGS = $34.7 million
(corn consumed by beef and pork exports at average DDGS price)                                                                                                          

224,000 tons x $154.59 per ton

DDGS      CORN
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Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) and Indiana 
Soybean Alliance (ISA) farmer-leaders often point out it’s 
not just direct sales of those two crops that “move the pile” 
– it’s also derived products such as oil and biofuel 
and value-added goods like meat, eggs, milk 
and other livestock and poultry products.

After all, a steak, chop or drumstick also 
carries the value of its animal’s feed.

“We’re shipping corn and soybeans when 
we’re doing that,” pointed out Mark Legan, 
a Coatesville, Ind., farmer who also serves on 
the ISA board as well as the U.S. Meat Export 
Federation’s (USMEF) Executive Committee.

Ed Ebert, Senior Director of Grain Production 
and Utilization for ISA ICMC, said finding new 
export markets is a primary function of the 
state’s corn and soybean checkoffs. He added that Hoosier 
soybean and corn growers benefit from the many offices 
that organizations such as the USMEF and the USA Poultry 
and Egg Export Council (USAPEEC) have all over the 
world, which allows those organizations to establish key 
relationships with foreign buyers of Indiana farm produce.

In its August Outlook for U.S. Agricultural Trade, the 
USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) and Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS) projected fiscal year 2021 ag 

exports – Oct. 1, 2020, to Sept. 30, 2021 – at $173.5 
billion. Livestock, poultry and dairy are projected to 

comprise $36.4 billion of this, or 21 percent, up 
from $31.6 billion in FY 2020.

Just since May, the ERS/FAS raised its 
projection by $2.2 billion on increased exports of 
beef to China, Mexico and South Korea; poultry 
into several major markets; and dairy because 
of increased skimmed milk powder and whey to 
China.

For FY 2022, the Outlook is projecting 
livestock, poultry and dairy exports at $36.8 
billion, primarily on increased dairy and poultry 

sales – specifically, more milk powder and cheese to Asia 
and Mexico, and chicken paws to China to fulfill “robust” 
demand for the delicacy.

In fact, USAPEEC reported in January-June 2021 that 
almost 60 percent of the 217,020 tons of poultry exported 
to China were paws, which fetch U.S. producers far more 

Hoosier corn, soybean growers
benefit from strong U.S. meat exports
BY ANN HINCH

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.
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income than they would get selling to domestic renderers. 
“It’s a joke (among farmers) that we need to raise three-
legged chickens,” observed Mike Beard, an ICMC board 
director and farmer from Frankfort, Ind.

The USAPEEC noted total chicken broiler exports reached 
a record high for the same 2021 period, especially to Mexico, 
China, Cuba and Philippines – these markets accounted for 
more than 49 percent of broiler exports in those months. 
Total broiler export tonnage was up 6.8 percent over the 
same period in 2020, but the value of that was 21 percent 
over 2020, to $2.14 billion.

U.S. egg exports were up in the first six months of this 
calendar year by 18 percent, to 170 million dozen, reflecting 
a value gain over FY 2020 of 37 percent to $154.3 million. 
Legan noted that poultry is the No. 1 livestock consumer of 
soy meal.

And so it also goes with corn. “For us in the grain industry, 
they don’t eat a lot – but there’s a lot of birds eating,” said 
Beard, who also serves on the USAPEEC executive com-
mittee. Beard raises pigs, not poultry, but as a corn grower 
knows the value of hungry chickens, turkeys and ducks.

Sales and costs
In 2020, Legan said China increased its purchases of 

U.S. pork by 40 percent because of domestic pig losses 
to African swine fever (ASF) culling. In the first half of 2021, 
sales to China were down 10 percent from that, but overall 
U.S. pork exports were only down about 1 percent. He said 
this shows how well the USMEF has worked to diversify its 
target markets during the past several years so as not to rely 
too heavily on a few big buyers like China, Mexico and Japan 
“to the extent that we have in the past.”

USMEF has made inroads for selling to Central America, 

Colombia and Philippines and Southeast Asia. “Other regions 
of the world are stepping up (to buy),” he said, “And even 
Mexico’s come back online pretty strong after the steel tariff 
retaliation issue with pork the past couple years.”

The U.S. exports approximately 30 percent of the pork it 
raises – ERS/FAS projects FY 2021 sales will be $7.2 billion, 
almost $500 million more than 2020 exports, but down 
slightly to $7.1 billion for 2022.

U.S. beef exports are up year-over-year, and China 
began leading the way as a buyer in 2020. Legan said 
the governments of China and Australia – China’s biggest 
traditional beef supplier – have been embroiled in a trade 
dispute, so U.S. cattle producers have increased their 
Chinese sales. Globally, ERS/FAS project U.S. beef exports 
for FY 2021 will increase to $8.4 billion, from $6.64 billion last 
year, but drop slightly to $8.3 billion in FY 2022.

USMEF and analysis firm World Perspectives, Inc. 
calculated in 2020, beef and pork exports added value 
of $129 million alone to Indiana corn, as hogs and cattle 
consumed 36.7 million bushels. Pigs also ate 7.34 million 
bushels of state-produced soybeans, adding value there of 
$65.9 million.

Combined, beef and pork exports comprised 11.5 to 12 
percent of each Indiana bushel’s value last year. And in 
the nine years of 2021-29, USMEF estimates beef and pork 
exports will contribute another $1.25 billion in market value 
to Indiana corn, and $815 million to the state’s soybean crop.

Michael Langemeier, a Purdue University agricultural 
economist and associate director of its Center for 
Commercial Agriculture, said the U.S. is blessed with strong 
domestic demand for meat and livestock products, which 

Nick Tharp works in pork production at Legan Livestock & 
Grain, Inc. The Legan farm also grows corn and soybeans.

Putnam County, Ind., farmer Mark Legan is an ISA Board mem-
ber, and he also serves on the U.S. Meat Export Federation 
board of directors. Legan said soybean and corn farmers are 
linked closely with those who raise livestock.



FALL 2021 13    INDIANA CORN & SOYBEAN POST12   

mostly helps curb prices from swinging wildly when exports 
fluctuate. Of course, 2020 was not normal, with the COVID-19 
pandemic also driving people out of restaurants and hotels 
and changing not just the cuts of meat needed to sell, but 
also playing havoc with the supply chain itself.

“It’s been a pretty difficult year to try to project what’s 
going to happen with pork and beef,” he said.

This year, and even in late 2020, feed costs have been up 
sharply for livestock producers – on average, he said feed 
has been 25 percent higher for swine and cattle producers 
and about 26-27 percent for poultry. This followed six years 
of relatively tiny 2-3 percent changes from year to year, 
predicated on fairly flat corn and soybean prices.

For cattle finishing, he said if one sets aside the seasonal 
fluctuations built into feed costs, at the end of 2020 the 
average feeding cost of gain per cwt. was below $80. By 
July, when corn prices had risen, coupled with a shortage 
of forages from drought in parts of the country, Langemeier 
said the cost was $100 – a 25 percent increase. By 
comparison, seasonal changes in a normal year can vary by 
5 percent.

Feeding cost of gain is really sensitive to corn prices – 
each 10-cent movement on the price of a bushel of corn 
translates to about 90 cents in feeding cost of gain for cattle 
and 45 cents for hogs. “A dime is not a very big change, but 
when you’re talking (at least) 45 cents’ change in cost per 

cwt., that’s a pretty big move,” he pointed out.

Soy meal is more critical to swine and poultry diets than 

for cattle. For every $10 change in a ton of meal, this is about 

30 cents in feed cost per cwt.

China’s beef demand
Langemeier noted China has traditionally looked to other 

countries for beef. That said, Chinese diners could develop a 

taste for American beef, since it is a different, more corn-fed 

meat than they’re used to from Australia and Brazil.

USMEF reported in the first seven months of 2021, China 

imported more than 99,000 metric tons of U.S. beef, a value 

of $773 million. While this doesn’t approach the volume of 

long-faithful Japanese (184,836 tons) or Korean (165,669) 

importers, the significance is in percentage gain – Japanese 

imports were up 1 percent over the same period in 2020 and 

Korean, 17 percent.

But China’s purchases from a year earlier were up by more 

than 1,000 percent, making the U.S. the current primary 

supplier of grain-fed beef there, according to USMEF.

Through July, U.S. pork exports were steady with the same 

seven-month period in 2020, up about 1 percent to just 

under 1.8 million metric tons, with a value gain of 8 percent, 

to $4.98 billion. Exports to Mexico were up 22 percent over 

a year earlier, to 462,771 tons – with a whopping 50 percent 
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gain in value to $936 million. This is 10 percent higher than 
the record year of 2017.

Pork sales to Japan were up 7 percent over January-July 
2020, with a value increase of 6 percent to slightly more than 
$1 billion. Its imports of chilled pork were also up 6 percent 
over a year earlier. Central America has come on strong this 
year, posting a 47 percent gain in pork purchases over early 
2020, at a value of $203.5 million; and U.S. marketers are still 
capitalizing on temporary tariff relief in Philippines, where 
they have tripled sales over January-July 2020 to $166.2 
million.

China remains this year’s chief destination for U.S. pork, 
despite a 22 percent decrease from January-July 2020, to 
525,058 tons; value dropped by the same factor, to $1.23 
billion. Through July 2021, however, the sales of pork variety 
meats to China/Hong Kong were the fourth-highest on 
record, up 29 percent in value to $491 million.

“This is especially important, because China’s demand for 
pork variety meat remains strong, and it is critical that the 
U.S. industry capitalizes on this opportunity,” said USMEF 
President/CEO Dan Halstrom.

“Variety meat” are animal parts that don’t see much 
traction in the U.S., explained Maria Zieba, Assistant Vice 
President of International Affairs for the National Pork 
Producers Council (NPPC). She said about 65 percent of U.S. 
pork kidneys, livers, intestines, face and similar cuts/organs 
are sold to China.

Overall, the United States is the second-largest supplier 
of pork to China with about 16 percent of its market share, 
behind Spain.

Pork exports are up 8.5 percent to key markets in 2021, 
she said, “mainly a lot of those markets where we have trade 
agreements.” She did note while customers like Mexico, 
Korea and Colombia are rebounding from COVID-19 impacts 
last year, there are still many countries with shutdowns in 
place – meaning restaurants and hotels not selling food as 
they normally would.

Expanding access to U.S. meat
NPPC isn’t the marketing arm of U.S. pork; that’s the 

National Pork Board. Zieba said the NPPC lobbies for policies 
favorable to producers, including to help make connections 
for more sales into existing and emerging markets. It works 
with organizations such as the National Corn Growers 
Association (NCGA) and the American Soybean Association 
(ASA).

This year’s increased exports to Philippines is a good ex-
ample of expanding access. “We worked really hard for the 
last 3-4 years on better market access into the Philippines, 
and earlier this year we were rewarded by that hard work be-
cause the Philippines unilaterally decreased their tariffs, and 
it’s been tremendously beneficial for our industry,” she said, 

adding the rise in pork sales are “on purpose.”
U.S. pork is working on expanding access and sales into 

Vietnam and Southeast Asia, Latin America, South Africa, 
Australia and Jamaica, to name a few. Each market is unique 
in the level of work needed.

For instance, Zieba said Philippines had big demand for 
pork, but tariffs slowed sales there. In Colombia, the U.S. 
has a free-trade agreement, but much work was needed 
to build taste for pork, which paid off a few years ago when 
Mexico imposed pork tariffs in retaliation for U.S. tariffs 
on steel. USMEF pointed to higher tariffs on U.S. pork into 
Vietnam than from other nations as another challenge being 
addressed.

And Beard said the ICMC is active in promoting poultry 
consumption in places like India, Colombia and Mexico, such 
as working with well-known chefs to show variety in how 
meat and eggs can be prepared. In Mexico, he said it has 
helped support a meat company processing turkey, in the 
hopes of making it more mainstream.

Both Zieba and Legan noted one issue that, if improved, 
could increase exports for ag producers and marketers: 
Shipping reform. There are multiple factors playing into this, 
but an immediate one is shortage of oceangoing shipping 
containers combined with skyrocketing freight rates over the 
past several months.

Zieba said many containers coming from China with 
consumer goods are unloaded and sent back empty 
because Chinese exporters are willing to pay a higher rental 
fee than owners gain waiting on U.S. exporters to fill them for 
the return trip. Legan noted, “Virtually all the pork we send to 
China is frozen product, and there’s been a lot of congestion 
on ports of the West Coast” that means if the pork is going to 
remain good, freezing is necessary.

He said the ISA has helped fund a pilot program to ship 
fresh chilled pork to China, which is locally desired over 
frozen meat – however, it’s difficult to get the product there 
and in timely fashion with the current shipping situation. 
“We’re trying to build demand for U.S. pork, and preferably 
Indiana pork, and to differentiate that from European pork or 
Canadian pork.”

In August, Rep. John Garamendi (D-Calif.) introduced a 
bill in the U.S. House – the Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 
2021, H.R. 4996 – intended to establish reciprocal trade 
opportunities to help reduce the U.S. trade deficit with China 
and create fair-trade rules. It would, in part, provide authority 
to the Federal Maritime Commission to “establish rules 
prohibiting common carriers and marine terminal operators 
from adopting and applying unjust and unreasonable 
demurrage and detention rules and practices.”

So far it has bipartisan support from several states.
“We’ve developed these markets – but then if the U.S. can 

reliably get product shipped is going to be a big concern,” 
Legan pointed out.
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EXPORTING INDIANA SOYBEANS
THROUGH U.S. PORK 

$815 million
The projected market value 
of pork exports to Indiana 
soybeans from 2021–2029
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Indiana Soybeans = $65.8 million
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In late August, the USDA’s Economic Re-
search Service (ERS) and Foreign Agricul-
tural Service published its 2022 Outlook 

for U.S. Agricultural Trade, headlined by the 
speculation that U.S. ag exports in fiscal year 
2022 (Oct. 1, 2021, to Sept. 30, 2022) will top 
this year’s by $4 billion in value – rising to $177.5 billion from 
$173.5 billion.

This follows on news of the tremendous gain that farm 
exports are seeing now over FY 2020 – a leap of more than 
24 percent, from $139.7 billion last year to a record $173.5 
billion through the end of this month. Corn export sales 
value has more than doubled, from $8.2 billion in 2020 to 
$18.1 billion this year, and soybean values have jumped 63 
percent, from $17.8 billion to $29 billion.

In volume, this represents 54.6 percent more corn 
shipped than in 2020, from 46.9 million metric tons in FY 
2020 up to 72.5 million this year – about 1 billion more 
bushels – and 20 percent more soybeans, up to 61.5 million 
tons from almost 49 million last year (a gain of 459.3 million 
bushels).

“Simply put, agricultural trade is all about opportunities,” 
said USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack, “for our agricultural pro-
ducers, our rural communities and the American economy 
as a whole, as well as for the global customers who value 
quality, cost-competitive U.S. farm and food products.”

Ed Ebert, Senior Director of Grain Production and Utiliza-
tion for the Indiana Soybean Alliance and the Indiana Corn 

Marketing Council, said finding new export 
markets is a primary function of the state’s 
corn and soybean checkoffs. He added that 
Hoosier soybean and corn growers benefit 
from the many offices that the U.S. Soybean 
Export Council and the U.S. Grains Council 

have all over the world, which allows those organizations 
to establish key relationships with foreign buyers of Indiana 
farm produce.

Producing and selling crops for export is one thing; being 
able to move them is equally vital. On Sept. 9, Reuters 
reported Gulf Coast grain exports were slowly recovering 
after an enforced hiatus caused by damage and power 
outages wrought by Hurricane Ida, which crashed into New 
Orleans on Aug. 29 with winds of 150 mph.

Reuters reported at least three of the region’s terminals 
owned by CHS, Bunge and Cargill suffered power outages, 
and noted U.S. barge-loading elevators delayed downriv-
er shipments of grain while hurricane damage was being 
cleared and power restored. Reuters added that 258,000 
tons of corn and soybeans were shipped through key river 
locks on the Mississippi and its tributaries for the week 
ending Sept. 4 – down 65 percent from the same week last 
year, according to USDA data.

Louisiana Ag Commissioner Mike Strain said the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers expected the bulk of shipping 
channel obstructions on the Lower Mississippi to be re-
moved and dredged by late September.

Corn, soybeans help lead record year 
for U.S. farm exports
BY ANN HINCH

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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2022 export expectations
One of the leaders of increased anticipated exports in FY 

2022 is again projected to be soybeans, expected to rise 
by a value of $3.3 billion to a record $32.3 billion, on higher 
prices the authors wrote will more than offset lower pro-
jected export volumes – down from 61.5 million metric tons 
this year to 55.9 million in 2022 (or down from 2.26 billion 
bushels to 2.05 billion).

The lower volume of anticipated demand is based in part 
on the commodity’s higher expected price per bushel, as 
well as tighter U.S. supplies, increased competition from 
Brazil and some slowing growth in Chinese demand. Per-
haps to nobody’s surprise, half the $4 billion export increase 
is still forecast to be sold to China in the form of those higher 
soybean values, as well as cotton and sorghum.

While there are some lockdowns in Chinese cities be-
cause of the COVID-19 Delta variant spreading worldwide, 
the Outlook stated the country’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) is still expected to grow by 8.1 percent for 2021, slow-
ing to 5.7 percent next year.

U.S. soy meal exports are expected to realize record vol-
ume and value in FYI 2021 at $5.9 million, but are forecast 
slightly down for 2022, at $5.7 billion on lower per-ton value. 
Soy oil exports, according to the Outlook, are forecast up 
almost 20 percent to $1 billion for 2022 on higher unit value 
– this would make up about half the loss the oil saw in 2021 

from last year’s export sales.
The report authors noted high premiums for U.S. soy oil 

have reduced volumes 60 percent year-over-year to the 
lowest level in 10 years, in FY 2021. At the same time, U.S. 
grain and feed exports are forecast to be down $1.1 billion 
in FY 2022, to $41.8 billion, mainly owing to lower corn ex-
port volumes making up about $1 billion of that decrease. 
But this is just on volume – corn bushel value is expected 
to be higher than this year, while the amount to be shipped 
in 2022 is forecast to drop to 61 million tons.

U.S. ethanol is projected to see a slight jump in FY 2022 
exports, up $200 million to $2.4 billion next year – higher 
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anticipated per-bushel corn prices are expected to buoy 
ethanol unit values, too, but it is thought that higher volume 
than in 2021 will also be exported. The Outlook stated the 
increase is expected to more than make up for 2021’s $60 
million loss from last year’s ethanol exports. The report 
noted gasoline markets continue to recover from less driv-
ing taking place during the spread of COVID-19, carrying 
ethanol with it. There is also continued elevated demand for 
ethanol in disinfectant use.

China strong, but not alone
In the summer of 2020, U.S. Grains Council (USGC) Senior 

Director of Global Programs Cary Sifferath saw China start 
importing large volumes of U.S. corn, as farmers there 

worked to rebuild their pig 
herds following large-scale 
African swine fever culling 
and to substitute more grain 
for newly outlawed food and 
restaurant waste formerly 
fed to the animals. He said 
the U.S. sold more than 22.6 
million metric tons of corn 
to China alone in the 2020-
21 marketing year (which 
ended on August 31) and had 
shipped 21.4 million of that 
through August 26.

“We have never exported that high an amount of corn to 
any single-country destination,” he said, explaining China 
even overtook the U.S.’s perennial champion corn buyer, 
Mexico. That country imported 14.9 million tons from the 
U.S. in 2020-21.

Other sizable corn customers for the United States in-
clude Japan, Colombia, South Korea and Taiwan.

“We expect feed grain demand, corn and other types, in 
China to remain strong for the next 2-3 years, for sure. China 
has already bought 10.74 million metric tons of new-crop 
corn that will be shipped sometime in the new-crop year,” 
Sifferath added. “That’s much farther ahead than the same 
period of time last year with new sales to China.”

Just a few days into the 2021-22 marketing calendar, 
Mexico had already purchased 3.8 million metric tons of 
new-crop corn and Japan, 1.37 million. “We’re just starting 
the new marketing year, but we have some very strong 
sales already to those three customers on the books.”

Ukraine was once again a strong competitor with the 
U.S., he noted, exporting 32 million metric tons of corn in 
the just-ended marketing year. That compared with only 
20 million the previous year, owing to a much smaller crop 
from dry conditions; the USDA also projects higher exports 
from Russia and India.

In addition, Sifferath said Argentina is set to give the U.S. 
a run for its money in the new marketing year, while Brazil is 

facing a much-reduced corn harvest. The University of Illi-
nois’ farmdoc daily noted this summer that Brazil’s safrinha 
(second-crop) corn harvest could end up being down 16 
percent from 2020 on drought and some frost.

“We’re not the only corn-producing nation when it comes 
to exports, and part of the good fortune we had this year in 
pricing is that Brazil had a very challenged safrinha,” said 
Mike Beard, Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) board 
director and a corn and soybean grower in Frankfort, Ind. 
“Their significantly lower production meant that they didn’t 
have as robust an export opportunity as they would’ve had, 
had that crop been good.”

He also credited U.S. exports as “the driving force for the 
increased price in corn and soy” this year, though he wryly 
noted a number of growers didn’t have full bins to take 
advantage of selling during the price spike this spring be-
cause they had advisors who cautioned them in late 2020 
to take advantage of good prices then.

And then demand, particularly by China, rebounded in 
2021.

Going forward, Beard said it’s not easy to project China’s 
future purchases because it is difficult to get information 
about the country’s own crop production and outside 
needs. “We need to treat China as a little bit of an unknown, 
but they do have a recovering pork industry,” he noted.

Checkoff-funded marketing efforts the ICMC and the In-
diana Soybean Alliance engage in overseas – on their own 
and in partnership with organizations such as the USGC and 
U.S. Soybean Export Council, as well as with USDA market 
programs – is critical to maintaining and expanding export 
destinations for not just corn, soybeans and derived prod-
ucts but also the livestock and poultry fed by them.

Higher farm business income
Earlier this month, the ERS published its forecast on av-

erage net cash farm income for U.S. farm businesses in FY 
2021. A farm business – which is about half of the country’s 
farms – is defined as either earning at least $350,000 in 
gross cash farm income, or is a smaller operation in which 
farming is reported as the operator’s primary occupation.

Average net cash farm income (NCFI) for farm businesses 
is projected to be up 11.9 percent from 2020, at $93,700, 
the highest level in five years. By comparison, the gain from 
2019 to 2020 was only 6.2 percent – and the rate of increase 
from 2012 to 2013, a banner year, was just over 10 percent.

Those specializing in hog production are forecast to see 
the biggest NCFI increase this year, up 70.8 percent – which 
is also the only anticipated gain for a class of livestock-pro-
ducing farm businesses. Those specializing in cattle/calves 
will see an average loss of 7 percent; poultry, 1.2 percent; 
and dairy, 25.5 percent.

The ERS reported those specializing in corn production 
will realize an average 57.8 percent increase in NCFI, and 
soybean specialization isn’t far behind, at 55.5 percent.

Cary Sifferath
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More than 80 buyers from across Latin America met 
on Sept. 13-14 in Guadalajara, Mexico for the Amer-
icas Agricultural Cooperators Conference hosted 

by the U.S. Soy Export Council (USSEC). These farm product 
buyers came to hear U.S. farmer leaders talk about crop 
quality, sustainability, technology, animal nutrition and more.

“When you buy U.S. Soy, you are accessing healthy soils 
thanks to many on-farm practices including no-till, soil sam-
pling, prescriptive applications, cover crops and selecting 
the right seed for the right acre,” said USEC CEO Jim Sutter in 
his welcome remarks.

He also highlighted that when importers buy U.S. Soy, they 
are accessing precision technology, reliable infrastructure, 
verified sustainability and technical expertise.

“Through technology, capacity building and knowledge 
exchange, we are enabling more protein for more people 
and improving food security,” Sutter said. “And our farmers 
are growing Sustainable U.S. Soy using nature-positive prac-
tices for a climate-smart agriculture.”

The hybrid conference, with both in-person and virtual at-
tendees, was produced in a partnership with the U.S. Wheat 
Association and USA Rice. Conference attendees represent-
ed 11 countries.

According to USSEC, the Americas region is home to 
303 million people and represents 6 percent of the world’s 
Gross Domestic Product with an average GDP growth of 3.5 
percent. Mexico and Canada are key stable markets; and Ec-
uador, Colombia and Venezuela are key growth markets for 
U.S. soybeans, USSEC added. The other countries are stable 
markets, although U.S. soybean farmers face added compe-
tition from South American soy producers.

“Markets for soybean meal and soybean oil are growing 
in the Americas,” said Indiana Soybean Alliance CEO Court-
ney Kingery, who represented the Hoosier soy growers at 
the conference. “The Americas region continues to be good 
trading partners, dependent on imports of grains and oil-
seeds as the demand for meat, poultry and eggs continues 
to increase.”

On the first day, a farmer-leader discussion panel topped 
the agenda. The panel included USSEC Vice Chair Doug 
Winter, a farmer from Illinois; American Soybean Association 
(ASA) Vice President Brad Doyle, a farmer from Arkansas, 
and USSEC Americas Regional Director Carlos Salinas.

The panel said U.S. soybean growers anticipate near-re-
cord yields despite unseasonably cold weather early in the 
growing season. Farmers are feeling pressure on profits, 
the panel explained, due to increasing fertilizer costs. Each 

speaker added that most U.S. farmers re-invest their money 
back into their land to improve soil health and plan for future 
generations.

Later that day, ASA Director Stan Born, also an Illinois soy-
bean grower, described how important applying new tech-
nology is to U.S. farmers. “What we do as soybean farmers in 
the U.S. will impact you as customers,” Born told the buyers.

He said technology enables farmers to preserve crop 
quality and protect resources. Born added that new technol-
ogy can be found in traditional farm practices such as soil 
sampling, nutrient management and water management.

On Sept. 14, Granelcorp CEO Alvaro Gonzalez covered 
the topic of U.S. soybean export logistic advantages. Gon-
zalez said U.S. exports provide consistent soybean quality, 
efficiencies of scale and loading, and value for international 
buyers. Granelcorp is a supply chain solutions provider to 
buyers of U.S. soybeans in the Americas region.

The last day wrapped up with Kingery moderating a panel 
on soybean and rice sustainability. The panelists included 
USSEC Sustainability Director Abby Rinne (virtually); April 
Hemmes, USB Director from Iowa; Steve Linscombe, Director 
of the Rice Foundation; and USSEC Regional Marketing Spe-
cialist Luis Bustamante. The panelists spoke about how sus-
tainability must be environmentally and financially beneficial 
before practices would be widely adopted. For the panelists, 
sustainability is about doing more with less: Feeding more 
people with fewer inputs, less water, less costs.

USSEC event in Mexico attracts
more than 80 buyers from Latin America

Among the featured speakers during the conference were, 
from left, North Dakota farmer Monte Peterson, ISA CEO 
Courtney Kingery, Kansas farmer Lance Rezac, South Dakota 
farmer Kevin Scott, Illinois famer Stan Born, Arkansas farmer 
Brad Doyle, North Dakota farmer Josh Gackle and USSEC CEO 
Jim Sutter.

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.
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Soy is preferred protein
replacement in U.S.
aquaculture

The Soy Aquaculture Alliance (SAA) Board of Directors 
met on Aug. 19 at the Rushing Waters Trout Farm in 
Palmyra, Wis.

Soybeans are the preferred protein replacement in aqua-
culture – the fastest growing protein sector. SAA is dedicated 
to expanding the use of U.S.-grown soybeans in domes-
tic aquaculture diets by supporting research that pushes 
forward the conversation on soy use in aquafeed, growing 
partnerships and sharing the story of this growing sector.

As farmers know, U.S. soybeans are consistent and de-
pendable. That consistency has proven to be a dependable 
protein replacement for fishmeal, a costly addition to aqua-
culture diets.

According to a 2020 study, total soybean demand in U.S. 
aquaculture in 2018 was 8.6 million bushels. These num-
bers are only continuing to grow; aquaculture is the fastest 
growing domestic protein sector, with a market value of $160 
billion and an expected compounding annual growth rate of 
2.5 percent until 2030.

Americans eat an average of 16 pounds of seafood per 
year, amounting to nearly 900 million pounds of salmon and 
trout alone. However, the U.S. is only producing about 80 

million pounds of those fish.
While almost all U.S.-based aquaculture feeds are sourced 

from U.S. farmers, there is an opportunity to boost this 
amount with the increase of domestic aquaculture. Increas-
ing soybean inclusion rates in those diets will also increase 
the opportunity in this growing segment for U.S. soybean 
farmers. The dependability of U.S. soybeans has led to more 
than 240 million bushels of soybeans used globally.

Leaders of the Soy Aquaculture Alliance met at Rushing Waters 
Fisheries and Trout Farm in Palmyra, Wis. on Aug. 19. At left,
SAA Board Secretary Keevin Lemenager, a farmer from Monrovia, 
Ind., and an Indiana Soybean Alliance Board member, poses 
with Rushing Waters owner Peter Frisch and SAA Executive 
Director Kenlon Johannes.

We need your help!
Purdue Extension, Purdue Center for Regional Development, and the  Indiana Soybean 
Alliance have partnered to conduct a study regarding the impact of internet and precision 
agriculture on farmers. Results should contribute key information to policymakers and 
stakeholders on the importance of having adequate connectivity throughout farms and 
fields. Your participation is completely voluntary and is for research purposes. Survey should 
take no more than 10 minutes to complete and will close on 
October 31st, 2021. Please have farm operation information 
(sales, expenses, etc.) handy for the past three years. 
If interested in participating, you can access the survey by 
scanning the QR code below or visit
 https://www.pcrd.purdue.edu/FarmersInternetImpact.
We appreciate what you do and look forward to hearing
from you.
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West African food and feed company CEO 
Samuel Ntim-Adu praises his 2016 and 2018 
trips to Indiana with ASA’s World Initiative for 

Soy in Human Health (WISHH). Time spent with Indiana 
soybean growers and at Purdue University strengthened his 
commitment and technical knowledge to expand his use of 
soy in human foods as well as start manufacturing poultry 
and other livestock feeds.

Working with entrepreneurs, such as Ntim-Adu in Ghana, 
is one of the three top ways WISHH leads market systems 
approaches for Indiana soy protein in some of the fastest-
growing countries in the world. Association development 
and aquaculture are also top-tier strategies for WISHH, 
which is working in 22 developing or emerging markets in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America where there is growing protein 
demand.

Visionary soybean growers, including those from Indiana, 
helped establish WISHH more than 20 years ago when they 
saw the need for U.S. soybean growers to launch a trade 
catalyst and food security leader. WISHH cultivates progress 
with private-sector entrepreneurs as well as government 
and non-governmental organizations in developing markets 
often located more than 5,000 miles from the fertile Indiana 
soybean fields.

“From aquaculture in Africa to soy-fortified beverages in 
Central America, WISHH is trailblazing new opportunities for 
Indiana soy demand,” said Oaktown, Ind., soybean grower 
Craig Williams, who serves as an Indiana Soybean Alliance 
(ISA) director as well as on the WISHH Program Committee. 
“WISHH has to start from scratch in countries. It is far more 
complicated than just finding a buyer for U.S. soy. WISHH 
has to do everything from in-country market assessments to 
education on the importance of protein in human and animal 
diets to how to mix proper feed rations with soybeans.”

In 2020 and 2021, WISHH had to pivot to virtual trainings 
and other technical assistance. Yet, progress has continued. 
Ntim-Adu’s Yedent Agro Group’s accomplishments are 
notable in any year. Achieving such resilient results in the 
midst of a pandemic is exceptional.

For example, two of Yedent’s soy-based fortified foods 
are newly approved to bear the Obaasima logo seal, a 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation-supported program to 
differentiate nutritious foods in Ghana.

Obaasima is the first front-of-pack seal for fortified foods 
in the country and is tailored to promote good nutrition for 
women and children. The Association of Ghana Industries 
leads the logo initiative that verifies the product and 
advertising meet the high standards of Ghana’s Food and 

Three ways WISHH builds soybean
demand and drives growth

A WISHH strategic partner purchased U.S. soybean meal to manufacture floating fish feed that WISHH’s aquaculture project in 
Cambodia is using to demonstrate the benefits of high-quality fish feeds made with U.S. soy. Stories and photos provided by USB.

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.

STORIES AND PHOTOS PROVIDED BY USB
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Drug Administration. Yedent’s soy-based Tom Vita Regular 
and Tom Vita X both earned the seal in April, recognizing that 
they contain 18 vitamins and minerals.

“The entry standards are high to meet Obaasima’s specifi-
cations, but we are prepared to fill the market with nutritious 
foods,” said Ntim-Adu who has launched an extensive brand 
campaign on radio, television, social media and in markets.

Yedent uses U.S.-made soy extrusion equipment to 
manufacture both 18 percent protein products. Tom Vita is 
an instant cereal legume mix. Tom Vita X is a ready-to-eat 
cereal legume mix.

Soy added to food for millions of Africans
WISHH’s entrepreneurial collaboration with companies like 

Yedent is also an opportunity to add soy protein to a popular 
cassava-based food. Cassava is a staple or subsidiary food 
for about one-fifth of the world’s population, according 
to the African Journal of Food, Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Development.

Cassava grows widely in West Africa and is used to 
make gari, a staple in the diet of millions of Ghanaians and 
Nigerians. Cassava offers carbohydrates but makes gari low 
in protein. WISHH is working with scientists and companies 
that can make soy part of the solution for improved health.

Scientific African Journal has published peer-reviewed 
research led by a scientist who works closely with WISHH. 
Ghanaian Research Scientist Leticia Amoakoah Twum, a 
2014 Borlaug Fellow at Purdue University, is investigating the 
commercial possibility of using soy flour in a West African 
staple food, gari. Food researchers believe Amoakoah 
Twum’s work has huge potential to reduce iron deficiency 
anemia and protein-energy malnutrition among gari 
consumers in Africa.

She and her colleagues at the Biotechnology and Nuclear 
Agricultural Research Institute (BNARI) found that an iron-
fortified, soy flour-gari blend not only produces a greater 
yield for consumption, but it also provides an increased 

nutritional value that traditional gari lacks. Consumers also 
like the slightly nutty taste of the soy flour gari.

Amoakoah Twum praises her three months at Purdue 
where she received valuable food technology training at 
Purdue’s Food Science Department under the guidance of 
Srinivas Janaswamy, Ph.D., then a professor at the university.

Her Borlaug Fellowship at Purdue laid a valuable 
foundation for her soy-gari research. She is especially 
proud of the study, because she describes it as her way of 
continuing the legacy of Norman E. Borlaug, who is called 
the Father of the Green Revolution. Amoakoah Twum’s 
Fellowship included visits to U.S. soybean farms as well as 
participation in the World Food Prize International Dialogue.

She said, “That year, the Dialogue emphasized the power 
of intensifying, innovating and inspiring to uplift smallholder 
farmers and meeting the increasing demand for nutritious 
food.”

Upon her return to Ghana, she participated in a briefing 
with the USDA Foreign Agricultural Service Counselor. He 
told her about WISHH’s soy-based gari work in Liberia 
through U.S. Agency for International Development funding.

To support the research in Ghana, WISHH Africa Regional 
Director delivered U.S. soy flour to the BNARI team in April 
2016. WISHH continues working with the researcher and 
Yedent on a commercialization strategy for the gari in Ghana 
as well as exploring entrepreneurial opportunities for it in 
Nigeria.

In Kenya as well as Asia and Latin America, WISHH is 
providing virtual training by two Purdue faculty members, 
Joan R. Fulton and Maria I. Marshall, through WISHH’s United 
Soybean Board-funded Mobilizing Entrepreneurs to Expand 

WISHH is currently working in 10 countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa shown in orange. WISHH has previous activities in 
countries shown in yellow.

West African food and feed company CEO Samuel Ntim-Adu 
(at left) visits an Indiana farm in 2018 as part of a WISHH 
trade team. As a WISHH strategic partner, he continues to 
innovate with new soy-based foods and feeds.
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U.S. Soy Utilization in Developing and Emerging Markets 
Initiative. Instruction by Marshall and Fulton is valuable 
for WISHH’s work to compress the time for a new U.S. 
soybean product to go from emerging market entry to basic 
market ready. More than 50 employees are participating 
ranging from CEOS to marketing as well as research and 
development teams.

Aquaculture grows 527 percent
Aquaculture is one of the big trends that WISHH’s 

strategies cultivate in Africa as well as Asia. The U.N.’s Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) found a 527 percent 
increase in global aquaculture production from 1990 to 2018. 
The FAO “State of the World’s Fisheries and Aquaculture” 
(SOFIA) report states fish provided about 3.3 billion people 
with almost 20 percent of their average per capita intake of 
animal protein. In 2017, fish accounted for about 17 percent of 
total animal protein, and 7 percent of all proteins, consumed 
globally.

The report says further developing aquaculture in Africa 
and in other regions where population growth will challenge 
food systems the most should be a priority. WISHH is ahead 
of this trend.

In 2020, WISHH worked on aquaculture in eight African 
countries, reaching two new countries and laying the 
foundation for more in 2021. Despite COVID-19 challenges, 
WISHH made progress on its strategy to improve local 
fish feed production and processing in Africa by having 15 
strategic partners from Nigeria, Ghana, Tanzania and Togo 
trained virtually on improved feed production.

WISHH used funding from USDA’s Foreign Market 
Development and Agricultural Trade Promotion Programs for 
the training.

In Cambodia, WISHH leads a USDA-funded project, 
Commercialization of Aquaculture for Sustainable Trade 
(CAST) – Cambodia. The project is designed to accelerate 

production of high-demand fish species for the Cambodian 
market and develop a lasting aquaculture industry. CAST 
strengthens local production of high-quality feed and fish. 
Through CAST, Cambodia’s private sector and universities 
work closely with U.S. soybean growers and businesses, as 
well as academic and non-governmental organizations.

WISHH launches ag associations abroad
WISHH goes global with the association leadership that 

took root in Indiana more than 100 years ago. In Cambodia, 
WISHH’s long-term strategy features the establishment and 
development of an aquaculture association. Launched in 
September 2020, the Cambodian Aquaculturist Association 
(CAA)’s membership ranks swelled to nearly 400 fish farmers 
and sellers, feed manufacturers and others in its first six 
months.

Cambodia’s Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
has participated in multiple CAA activities and has stressed 
CAA’s importance to the Ministry’s initiatives to grow the 
quantity and quality of Cambodia’s aquaculture industry’s 
production.

Similarly in Ghana, WISHH partnered with private and 
public-sector leaders to launch an Egg Secretariat to carry 
on egg nutrition education while supply chain partners are 
helping fill the demand for improved poultry feeds made 
from quality grains.

The poultry industry in much of sub-Saharan Africa is 
restricted in its ability to grow due to high feed costs, and 
poor farm management practices. WISHH’s USDA funded-
project found that the country of Ghana’s national yearly 
per capita consumption increased to 235 in 2020. As a 
comparison, U.S. annual per-person consumption of eggs 
and egg products was 293 in 2019, according to USDA.

Such growing protein demand creates a host of 
opportunities for WISHH and Indiana soybean growers to 
ensure that U.S. soy plays a role in delivering improved 
nutrition to people throughout the world.

Cambodian fish farmers report the soy-based feed makes the 
fish grow at unprecedented rates.

Purdue expertise benefited West African scientist Leticia 
Amoakoah Twum’s promising study on soy-gari blend.
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Dedication. Advocacy. Leader. These are all great 
adjectives to describe Indiana Soybean Alliance 
board member David Rodibaugh. After nine years of 

diligently serving Hoosier farmers and consumers, he will 
hang up his hat when his last term ends in January 2022.

Rodibaugh graduated from Purdue University in 1973 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Economics. After 
graduation and a two-year term in the U.S. Air Force, he 
moved back to the farm, which was started in the 1940s, 
to work with his dad and brothers. What started as a hog 
operation, selling mostly breeding stock to commercial 
producers, grew into row crop farming and raising farrow-to-
finish breeding hogs and show stock.

Since those days in the 1970s and early 1980s, Rodibaugh 
said new farm technology has accelerated rapidly, and he 
admires how quickly farmers adopted those changes. He 
noted that the broad-spectrum herbicide Roundup, also 
known as glyphosate, was a great advancement of weed 
pressure control. Weed control herbicides allowed farmers 
to more easily adopt no-till practices, Rodibaugh added.

Looking ahead he is excited about advancements with 
data technology and how the data farmers are collecting 
today will allow for less inputs in the future.

The Rodibaughs began working to enhance their soil 
structure in the 1980s beginning with reducing tillage. He 
said, since the main focus of his family farm was on the hog 
operation, a lack of time helped his family to start reduced 
tillage ahead of the crowd. They discovered that no-till 
saves fuel and keeps equipment maintenance low, while 
also contributing to better soil health and decreased wind 
erosion, which is crucial on the Jasper County variable sandy 
soils.

“We think no-till is better for the soil in the long run, but it 
is also better for our bottom line,” Rodibaugh said.

His farm began incorporating cover crops roughly five 
years ago and said they will continue to make those work. 
On his farm, they realized it’s not as easy as some think.

Rodibaugh advises farmers to try new things, in small 
amounts if possible, and to not try everything.

Adding value to today’s crops
When reflecting on his time with Indiana Soybean Alliance 

(ISA), Rodibaugh said there has been expansion through 
the years in export markets and new product advancement. 
New product development is vital, he said, for adding 
value to today’s crops. A recent example is the soy-based 
durability enhancer called PoreShield.

During his nearly decade of service, Rodibaugh noted 
three major ISA investments that have contributed to 
expanding export markets, new product development, 
research and Indiana agriculture, in general.

Most notably is the Indiana Corn and Soybean Innovation 
Center at Purdue University. The concept of a plant 
innovation center was led by Purdue University President 
and former Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, Rodibaugh said. 
Daniels recognized the value of furthering plant science data 
at the research university. The Indiana Corn and Soybean 
Innovation Center and partnership with Purdue’s leadership 
has led to key advancements in research, analyzing crops 
and highlighting soybean uses and projects.

Rodibaugh notes that while the innovation center is great 
for farmers, ag chemists, researchers and more, it is also 
incredibly beneficial to consumers in the end, because the 
research performed leads to lower production cost and safe, 
nutritious products.

Rodibaugh to 
term off after
nine years on
ISA board
BY REGAN HERR

David Rodibaugh’s farm in northwestern Indiana features corn, 
soybeans and hogs.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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Rodibaugh has been a champion for research since the 
beginning of his career.

Purdue University had its first Student Soybean Innovation 
Competition in 1994, where soy-based crayons took 
home the winning prize. Purdue partnered with ISA on the 
competition. Since 1994, contest winners have created 
herbicides, drinking straws, athletic tape and candles – all 
made with soybean-based ingredients. The most recent 
Student Soybean Innovation Competition winners were Cai 
Chen, Nate Nauman and Emmanuel Alagbe, who created a 
liquid biostimulant out of soybeans. Biostimulants help crops 
germinate rapidly, achieve greater plant mass, and improve 
nutrient uptake.

The Glass Barn at the Indiana State Fairgrounds and Event 
Center is another ISA investment made in recent years 
that Rodibaugh said is an excellent use of resources. The 
building, unveiled in 2013, attracts thousands of visitors 
each year and hosts a variety of events, even during non-
fair season with the state fair’s educational initiatives and 
field trips that run throughout the year. Rodibaugh said 
visitors enjoy lengthy stays at the Glass Barn and become 
more engaged as they move through the building. He said 
many guests return year after year to add the most recent 
“BeanGo” hat to their collection. Since the building is meant 
to educate consumers, Rodibaugh is pleased that it does 
just that.

Lastly, he explained that the ISA and Indiana Corn 
Marketing Council’s office building on the north-side of 
Indianapolis has been a wise investment because it brings 
together many of the different agriculture organizations 
under one roof. This promotes relationship building and 
collaboration between the different farm sectors. The 
building is a host for many meetings and conferences 
for all types of agricultural businesses and organizations. 
Even though it is just a building, it truly brings the whole 
agriculture industry together, Rodibaugh said.

Rodibaugh: Get involved
During his years of service, Rodibaugh has volunteered 

with many organizations. He served as chair of the Jasper 
County Soil and Water Conservation Board; and in 1992, he 
served as the president of the Indiana Pork Producers Asso-
ciation. In addition, Rodibaugh served two terms as president 
on the Rensselaer Central School Board. He has served on 
the ISA board from 2013-21, and as chair for one year.

Rodibaugh encourages farmers to get involved. For 
Rodibaugh, his service has led to new connections. He said 
sharing information helps to create a bigger picture of the 
world and to build vital relationships.

“I have given a lot of time and effort during my time on the 
ISA board, but that’s what you sign up for when you decide 
to run for one of the positions on the board,” Rodibaugh 
explained. “However, I have received so much more during 
this time. The people I’ve met and the things I’ve learned 
have a value that I can’t measure. For all of the reasons 
to get involved in a farm organization, the people, the 
education and the experience are the most important.”

He noted that the ISA board is diverse in many ways. His 
board service has helped him build good relationships and 
contacts, and it allowed him to serve in a capacity he never 
would have dreamed. He said the ISA board and staff bring 
many talents to benefit soybean growers.

Rodibaugh, his wife, Danita, and three brothers farm corn, 
soybeans and wheat in Jasper County, Ind. They continue to 
raise farrow-to-finish breeding stock hogs and show pigs. 
The Rodibaughs have four children and eight grandchildren.

David and Danita Rodibaugh pose during the Indiana State Fair. 
Both Rodibaughs have served in farm organizations. Danita has 
been a board member for the U.S. Meat Export Federation.

ISA Board member and Jasper County farmer David Rodibaugh 
often represented the checkoff while talking to the media.
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B urgeoning carbon 
credit markets, 
research on new 

trends in agriculture, and 
the three-legged stool 
of economic, social and 
environmental sustainability 
were the key topics at the 
Ag Policy Summit on July 
27 at the Hendricks County 
Fairgrounds in Danville, Ind. 
The Summit is an annual 
policy-focused program 
presented by the Indiana 
Corn Growers Association 
(ICGA) and the Indiana Soybean Alliance’s Membership and 
Policy Committee (M&P).

This Summit’s theme was “Sustainability and New Trends 
in Agriculture.”

“The theme of this year’s Ag Policy Summit is 
‘sustainability;’ a word that you hear often these days 
in agriculture,” said M&P Chair Mike Koehne, a farmer 
from Greensburg, Ind. “Generally when we talk about 
sustainability, we’re thinking of climate-smart practices and 
legislation like the Growing Climate Solutions Act, which 
was sponsored by Indiana Sen. Mike Braun and Michigan 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow and passed the Senate (in June). 
That bill will create a technical certification so that farmers 
who want to voluntarily get into carbon markets can find 
trustworthy resources to help them. I want to offer my 
thanks to Sen. Braun and to the members of the House 
who have already signed onto the House version of the 
bill for recognizing the contributions that farmers make to 
global climate health. Farmers are the original stewards 
of the land and deserve to be compensated for their 
contributions.”

Carbon market opportunities
Corteva Agriscience, which was the premier sponsor 

for the Summit, kicked off the program with a discussion 
about carbon credit programs. Ben Gordon, the Carbon and 
Ecosystem Services Global Portfolio Leader with Corteva, 
advised farmers to fully investigate the many carbon 

credit programs that are 
available before making 
a final decision. Gordon 
said farmers need to 
make sure that any carbon 
credit program must fit a 
producer’s farm before it is 
adopted.

“Conservation and 
sustainability have a 
longstanding history 
with agriculture, but the 
development of voluntary 
carbon credit programs is 
a new frontier,” said ICGA 

President Mike Beard, a farmer from Frankfort, Ind. “ICGA 
and ISA are participating in the carbon working group 
that you heard from in the panel discussion this morning, 
and we are starting to realize how many carbon credit 
programs are already being offered and how many more 
are developing. This is why we are dedicating time and 
resources to figure out how farmers can safely participate.

“We are also advocating for carbon credit program 
providers to establish look-back protocols and reward 
those farmers who have been using sustainable practices 
for many years. If we’re going to move forward with this 
market model, then we need to find a way to reward all 
types of participants.”

A recent Corteva Agriscience survey of more than 600 
row crop farmers in 26 states confirms that participation in 
carbon programs is low. That Corteva survey shows farmers 
are interested in a carbon program when the payout per 
acre gets to $20. The majority of farmers surveyed said 
they would commit to participating in carbon market 
programs if the payout were about $40 per acre. Gordon 
said farmers are willing, but they need the right financial 
incentive.

“We can help bring in that net new revenue to make that 
business case a little bit stronger so a farmer can at least 
try and see if one of these (carbon sequestration) practices 
make sense agronomically,” Gordon said. “They have the 
desire, so we get excited about giving them another tool to 
go meet that desire that they have.”

Carbon credit markets and sustainability 
lead topics at annual Ag Policy Summit

Dozens of farmers and farm stakeholders attended the Indiana Ag 
Policy Summit on July 27 at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds in 
Danville, Ind.

BY DAVE BLOWER JR.
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Looking into the future
The Summit continued with Aimpoint Research, a global 

intelligence firm, presenting the results of a farm trends 
study conducted in 2019 and 2020. The study was funded 
by ISA and the state soybean checkoffs from Illinois, Iowa, 
Ohio and Missouri. Jennifer Coleman, Aimpoint Research 
Director of Communications, said the trend showed 
demand for soybeans exceeding corn in the next 20 years.

To wrap up the day’s events, Dr. Jayson Lusk provided an 
update on Purdue University research in the sustainability 
sector and what it means to farmers. Dr. Lusk is an 
economist, Distinguished Professor and Department Head 
in the Department of Agricultural Economics at Purdue. He 
authors books and articles related to contemporary food 
policy issues.

Ultimately, though, the Summit is for the state’s corn and 
soybean policy organizations to talk about the policies that 
will affect Indiana farmers.

“Sustainability policy is not our only advocacy initiative. 
ICGA and M&P are constantly advocating for reliable trade 
relationships, infrastructure investment, fair regulatory 

treatment for biofuels, and other important aspects of ag 
policy,” Beard said. “Mike Koehne and I were able to take 
a short, but packed trip to Washington, D.C. in late June 
for lunch with U.S. Rep. Greg Pence, who serves on the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee and meetings 
with other members of the U.S. House of Representatives. 
It was a productive trip, but we as your association leaders, 
cannot do this alone. Advocacy is not a spectator sport. If 
you are not currently a member, I ask you to see our policy 
staff and join both the Indiana Corn Growers Association 
and the Indiana Soybean Alliance M&P, so that your voice 
and story can be heard.”

Along with premier sponsors Corteva Agriscience, other 
event sponsors include: The United Soybean Board, First 
Farmers Bank and Trust, CountryMark, K-Coe Isom, Farm 
Credit Mid-America, Agribusiness Council of Indiana, 
the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and the Indiana Corn 
Marketing Council (ICMC).

“Many of you already know that we can’t do the work 
that we do without our membership and our corporate 
partners,” Koehne said. “If you are not a member, please 
consider joining today.”

ICGA President Mike Beard, left, speaks during the Summit as 
ISA Member and Policy Committee Chair Mike Koehne waits to 
address the crowd. The Ag Policy Summit is the annual summer 
policy event for ICGA and ISA.

ISDA Director Bruce Kettler led a Carbon Working Group panel 
discussion.

From left, ISDA Director of Legislative Affairs Katie Nelson, 
Indiana Forestry and Woodland Owners Association Executive 
Director Liz Jackson, and ISDA Program Manager for Policy and 
Regulatory Affairs David Bausman discuss ways that farmers 
can offset their carbon output on their farms.

Purdue ag economic Dr. Jayson Lusk talked about plant-based 
meat and other potential changes to farm markets in the future.
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A t the July 27 Ag Policy Summit, presented by 
the Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) 
and Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership and 

Policy Committee (M&P), carbon credit markets and the 
complexities associated with understanding them was a 
hot topic that spurred many questions from attendees.

Ben Gordon, the Carbon and Ecosystem Services Global 
Portfolio Leader with Corteva Agriscience, was the source 
at the Summit to answer those questions.

“I think this is a really important piece for farmers when 
you think about how society regards agriculture and 
talking about climate change,” Gordon said. “This is a great 
opportunity to be on our front foot and engage. Anytime 
when we’re talking about selling revenue, I think that gets 
me a heck of a lot more excited than having to add another 

cost to the farm.”
Gordon advised that carbon credits should be about 

running a farm effectively and with good agronomic 
principles rather than plunging into a new, over-hyped, 
high-risk venture. “It should just be another part, another 
revenue stream, another set of tools that you have to run 
your operation,” he said.

The interest in newer carbon markets – unlike similar 
conversations in the past – involve governments or 
companies that have made commitments to help curb 
climate change. Typically, these commitments are a forced 
condition, mandated by investors in those companies. The 
concept of carbon credits in agriculture works as a method 
of connecting those companies with a tool to honor those 
commitments.

Ag Policy Summit offers answers
on carbon credit markets
BY EMMA HOPKINS-O’BRIEN

Corteva’s Ben Gordon cautioned that different carbon credit programs and contracts are not one-size-fits-all. A farmer needs to find 
the program that makes the most sense for their operation agronomically, specifically in terms of new programs.
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Gordon said the ag industry is fortunate to be part of 
a solution because opportunities within ag – such as 
changes in farming practices – are something that can be 
implemented immediately, versus other, long-term and 
large-scale solutions. However, he cautioned that different 
carbon credit programs and contracts are not one-size-
fits-all. A farmer needs to find the program that makes the 
most sense for their operation agronomically, specifically 
in terms of new programs.

Outcomes, not practices
“In our program, we pay based on outcomes, not on 

practices,” Gordon said. “The reason is we want to help 
farmers maintain their agronomic flexibility. So, first thing is 
we need to choose the right practice on the right acreage.”

In Corteva’s program, that means in-depth soil sampling 
obtained by using hydraulics to pull high-density cores, 
along with data from digital tools to quantify the amount 
of carbon being sequestered or the greenhouse gasses 
that are reduced through management practices. Before 
enrolling in a carbon credits program, Gordon urges 
farmers to consider these questions: Am I getting a fair 
deal? What is the level of effort? And most importantly – 
what is the contractual flexibility?

“We do think about what’s in it for farmers. I’ve 
said it once, and I’ll say it again: When we have these 
conversations, think agronomy, agronomy, agronomy, and 
then we can talk about carbon markets,” he said. “What is 
the type of credit being generated? Is it a real asset that 
is certified, or is it just a company that’s saying ‘hey, we’re 
putting our stamp of approval on the stuff we’re going to 
buy, and you’re stuck with us forever?’”

How do farmers know they are getting a fair deal 
in a carbon credits program? Gordon advised that 
agronomy needs to come first in order to reap 
benefits. American farmers can expect roughly $17 to 
$25 per acre in modern carbon programs. However, 
the change in practice itself may cost just as much. 
For example, adding cover crops to fields may cost 
somewhere between $30 and $35 per acre.

“You need to do that math if you’re on the fence with 
these practices,” he said. “One thing I will mention though 
is that we do expect these prices to increase.”

In Europe, carbon credit prices are much higher, which is 
what Gordon predicts will happen eventually in the United 
States.

“I mean look at Europe right now where it’s 50-60 Euros 
per ton,” he said. “That’s roughly $70-$80 per ton. Now 
you’re talking $40-$50 per acre. And if you look at offsets 
required for only half of the corporate commitments 
out there, you could see pricing that’s in that $50-$100 
range. So, we want to make sure we are keeping our eyes 

wide open and not jumping into anything too fast, but 
also maintaining the ability to capture that upside for the 
industry and for our customers.”

Financial freedom to experiment
If a farmer does attempt these practices, companies 

like Corteva can help de-risk and accelerate that change. 
Under the right circumstances, Gordon said, participation 
in a carbon program can give farmers financial freedom 
through these incentives to experiment and explore what 
will make sense for them from an overall agronomic 
perspective.

Gordon said it is important that the level of effort to 
participate in a given program is not more than it is worth. 
“You need to become full-sharing of the data under your 
control, and maintain and understand exactly who gets it, 
as well as the level of support that exists,” he said. “We’re 
not asking farmers to do 25 hours of data entry when 
they’re already pretty darn busy.”

Contractual flexibility should be of the utmost concern 
for farmers looking into carbon credit programs. The level 
of commitment, agronomic flexibility and the ability to 
switch buyers are some of the factors to consider, Gordon 
said.

“You should know the parameters you’re committed to,” 
he said. “If you do go out in the spring and there are ruts in 
the field, can you actually go till that? Or is that something 
you are not permitted to do? A lot of these contracts 
don’t have the flexibility and the teeth in them to hold 
these companies accountable so that farmers can get 
the upsides of these markets and don’t have to switch to 
another buyer.”

But there is an “elephant in the room” Gordon said. 
Producers who have been adopting carbon-sequestering 
practices and using cover crops for years will not be 
eligible for most programs.

“Our program, like many others, does require net new 
practice change,” he said. “That isn’t necessarily too 
favorable, but at its core, the reason we have this new net 
practice change for eligibility is directly tied to us being 
able to tap into that net revenue for the industry and those 
new dollars.”

Gordon said the people and corporations who are 
making financial commitments and spending those dollars 
in ag want their dollar to directly drive the change, and that 
there is a whole new set of climate accounting rules.

“I think if we run into another spell – and we will – of 
lower commodity prices, we need to increase the buffer 
that our producers have out there to be rewarded for the 
outcomes that they are generating because the farmers 
are first stewards of the land,” Gordon said. “I believe that 
whole-heartedly. I would just like to pay farmers for it.”
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A merican Soybean Association (ASA) board member 
Joe Steinkamp, a farmer from Evansville, Ind., 
presented the 2021-22 Soy Scholarship award, 

sponsored by BASF and ASA, to Sydney Hefty. The 
scholarship is a $5,000 award presented to a high school 
senior who excels in both academics and in leadership 
roles and plans to pursue a degree in an agriculture-
related field at an 
accredited college or 
university.

An honor student 
from Auburn, Ind., Hefty 
excelled academically 
while participating in a 
variety of extracurricular 
activities including FFA 
and 4-H. She serves on 
VOICE Youth Philanthropy 
Board of DeKalb and 
as the DeKalb County 
Commission Youth Board 
member. Hefty has 
earned many awards, 
recognitions and the 
respect of her peers and 
advisors, Steinkamp said.

“When not busy with 
school, extra-curricular 
activities or volunteering, 
she owns and operates a poultry and goat herd and 
is passionate about finding ways to commercialize 
sustainable agricultural practices,” Steinkamp added. 
“Sydney is exactly the kind of person we need in the 
agriculture field and driving the future of the industry.”

Hefty was sponsored for the scholarship by her 
grandparents, ASA members John and Nancy Demerly. 
Hefty will pursue a degree from Purdue University starting 
this fall. She will study agricultural economics with a sales 
and marketing focus. Hefty plans to attend law school and 
wants a career in agricultural advocacy on behalf of the 
farmer, consumer and greater agribusiness so that America 
can continue to lead when it comes to availability of safe, 
low-cost food for our citizens and abroad.

“I will pursue opportunities that will give me the most 

experience to see firsthand the impact of current policy 
and how it directly impacts the entire agricultural system,” 
Hefty said in her application essay.

Hefty has been involved in the National FFA Organization 
and 4-H for many years, wearing various leadership hats 
including, district officer secretary, treasurer, chapter 
officer secretary, club president, vice president and other 

roles. She is also active 
in volleyball, served as 
class president for three 
years and participated 
on the Principal Advisory 
Committee.

“ASA is thankful to 
partner with BASF and 
offer the Soy Scholarship 
to an exceptional student 
preparing to pursue a 
career in agriculture,” 
Steinkamp said. “It’s 
vital to our industry that 
we keep encouraging 
young people who are 
interested in agriculture 
and provide them with 
tools to help them 
succeed.”

Described by her 
teachers and advisors 

as “good example” and someone who is “not afraid to step 
outside the box and explore new adventures,” Hefty honed 
her leadership skills into entrepreneurship, starting her own 
Boer goat breeding program.

Hefty would like to become a nationally recognized 
expert in the area of agricultural policy that is fair 
and equitable among producers, agribusinesses and 
consumers.

“We are honored to collaborate with the ASA to recognize 
students like Sydney Hefty, who have a strong desire to 
make a positive impact on our industry,” said Scott Kay, 
Vice President, U.S. Crop, BASF Agricultural Solutions North 
America. “We rely on the commitment and skills that the 
next generation of agriculture professionals will bring in the 
future to further our goal of feeding a growing population.”

Indiana high school student presented
with ASA, BASF Soy Scholarship award

Sydney Hefty, an honor student from Auburn, Ind., was presented the 
2021-22 Soy Scholarship award, sponsored by BASF and ASA, from 
ASA Board member and Evansville, Ind., farmer Joe Steinkamp during 
the Indiana Ag Policy Summit on July 27. Hefty was sponsored for 
the scholarship by her grandparents, ASA members John and Nancy 
Demerly.
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T he Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) and 
the Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership & Policy 
Committee (M&P) presented its Friend of Farmer 

Award to State Sen. Jean Leising (R-Oldenburg, Ind.) during 
the Indiana Ag Policy Summit on July 27 at the Hendricks 
County Fairgrounds in Danville, Ind.

Sen. Leising was honored, in part, for her efforts in 
helping farm-friendly 
bills through the Indiana 
Senate during her time 
in office, said ICGA 
President Mike Beard.

Beard added that 
this honor is not an 
annual award. The 
Friend of Farmer Award 
is only given at the 
recommendation of a 
director or staff members 
of M&P and ICGA. The 
award is a recognition of 
the winner’s commitment 
to the advancement of 
Hoosier agriculture and 
tireless advocacy for 
farmers.

Leising is a farmer, 
travel agent and retired 
nurse. She is a member of M&P and ICGA, and is a former 
ICGA president. Leising represents the farms and families 
of Indiana Senate District 42. She has served all or portions 
of Henry, Rush, Fayette, Shelby, Decatur, Franklin and 
Ripley Counties for more than 20 years in the Indiana 
General Assembly. During all of her years of service, Beard 
said, Leising has made clear her strong commitment to 
farmers and the agricultural community.

She serves as chair of the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and is the Ranking Member of the Committee 
on Natural Resources. She is also a committee member 
on Commerce and Technology; Education and Career 
Development; Health and Providers Services; and Utilities.

“Last year was a unique year because of the way the 
legislature had to operate. There were a lot of challenges, 
and there were several bills that affected agriculture,” 

Beard said. “Sen. Leising was always there for us, willing 
to listen, willing to take up the cause. For that reason, we 
thought that she more than deserves this recognition 
today.”

In part, Leising received the award for her work on House 
Bill 1483, which made adjustments to the Indiana Grain 
Indemnity Fund that will positively impact Hoosier farmers. 

Leising said this past year 
was the most difficult 
legislative session she’s 
experienced.

“This year, of all years, 
we had some tough 
issues to deal with, but 
I was not anticipating 
getting an award or 
recognition from this 
group for that effort,” she 
said. “I guess I looked 
upon the trials and 
tribulations of the session 
is being part of my job. 
But truthfully it was very, 
very nice. The actual 
award is nice. All the 
kind things that were 
said were very nice.”

During the 2021 
Session of the Indiana General Assembly, HB 1483 was 
introduced by State Rep. Craig Snow of Winona Lake, Ind. 
The legislation, supported by M&P and ICGA, contained 
many improvements to Indiana’s Grain Indemnity 
Fund. Although HB 1483 received unanimous support 
in the House, the bill faced a difficult path through the 
Senate. Sen. Leising helped to develop a compromise 
bill then guided the legislation through to its final 
passage.

“Because of Sen. Leising’s leadership and tenacity, 
Indiana’s corn and soybean farmers will continue to have 
a sound Grain Indemnity Program to provide needed 
protection for farmers against potential elevator failures,” 
Beard said. “This past legislative session was yet another 
example of Sen. Leising’s unwavering support for Indiana 
corn and soybean farmers.”

Soy, corn policy groups honor Sen. Jean Leising 
with Friend of Farmer Award

Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership & Policy Committee Chair Mike 
Koehne, left, and Indiana Corn Growers Association President Mike 
Beard presented the Friend of Farmer Award to State Sen. Jean Leising 
(R-Oldenburg, Ind.) during the Indiana Ag Policy Summit on July 27 at 
the Hendricks County Fairgrounds in Danville, Ind.
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A priority bill for both the Indiana Soybean Alliance 
Membership and Policy Committee (M&P) and the 
Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) during 

this year’s session of the General Assembly at the Indiana 
Statehouse addressed the recent failure of two grain 
elevators in the state.

On July 27, Gov. Eric Holcomb signed the Indiana Grain 
Indemnity bill into law with several farmers and leaders of 
farm groups in attendance. The bill, also known as HEA 1483, 
provides the Indiana Grain Buyers Warehouse Licensing 
Agency (IGBWLA) additional enforcement tools and 
encourages more robust risk assessments to the Indiana 
Grain Indemnity Fund. The new law prohibits a grain buyer, 
retroactive to June 30, from entering into a deferred pricing 
agreement in connection with grain purchases that extends 
beyond the USDA-defined marketing year.

Introduced by State Rep. Craig Snow (R-Winona Lake, 
Ind.) and co-sponsored by Rep. Dan Leonard (R-Huntington), 
ICGA President Mike Beard said the legislation received key 
support in the Senate from Sen. Jean Leising (R-Oldenburg).

“During the 2021 Session of the Indiana General Assembly, 
HEA 1483 was introduced by State Rep. Craig Snow. The 
legislation was supported by ISA and ICGA, and it contained 
many improvements to Indiana’s Grain Indemnity Fund,” 
Beard explained. “Although HEA 1483 received unanimous 
support in the House, the bill faced a difficult path 
through the Senate. Sen. Leising, as chair of the Senate Ag 
Committee, brought together all stakeholders, including ISA 
and ICGA, to develop a compromise bill then guided the 
legislation through to its final passage.

“Because of Senator Leising’s leadership and tenacity, 
Indiana’s corn and soybean farmers will continue to have 
a sound Grain Indemnity program to provide needed 
protection for farmers against potential elevator failures.”

Details of the bill include:

• Provides the Indiana Grain Buyers Warehouse Licensing 
Agency additional enforcement tools for suspensions 
and minimum net worth.

• Encourages more information sharing between the 
IGBWLA and the Indiana Grain Indemnity Corporation 
board (IGIC) to assess risks to the Indiana Grain 
Indemnity Fund.

• Requires IGBWLA to conduct a third-party performance 

review of the agency’s auditing practices and 

procedures at least once every five years.

• Allows IGIC require an actuarial study from a third party 

of the fund at least every five years.

The COVID-19 pandemic created uncertainty in January 

as state lawmakers convened in the Statehouse and 

Government Center South buildings masked up and socially 

distanced. Fast-forward about four months, and the Indiana 

General Assembly “recessed” session the afternoon of 

April 22 mostly without interruption (a temporary pause 

was instituted the third week of January in response to 

nationwide political unrest), with a number of impactful bills 

being sent to Gov. Holcomb for consideration.

Despite the efforts to limit the amount of legislation 

that was to be considered, there was no shortage in the 

number of bills filed. In total, only 22 percent of the 1011 

bills introduced made their way to the governor’s desk – 

compared to 903 total bills introduced last year.

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb poses for photos with Indiana 
Grain Indemnity Law, HEA 1483, author State Rep. Craig Snow 
(R-Winona Lake), seated, and other Indiana farm advocates 
after signing the bill into law on July 27 in the governor’s office.

New Indiana Grain Indemnity law is a win
for Hoosier corn, soybean farmers
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.
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A strong infrastructure supports a strong agriculture industry. That’s why ISA and 

ICMC partner with the Rural Crossroads Advisory Council to bring together other rural 

transportation stakeholders and provide information, conduct research and promote 

rural infrastructure improvements.

To learn more about the importance of preserving Indiana’s rural infrastructure,  

visit Indianasoybean.com or Incorn.org.

Moving our crops.  
Growing Indiana’s economy.

Funded with Indiana corn and soybean checkoff dollars.
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Indiana Soybean Alliance M&P member Phil Ramsey, a farmer 
from Shelbyville, Ind., said strong export programs help all 
farmers. He added that the Market Access Program (MAP) and 
the Foreign Market Development (FMD) programs increase trade 
and market expansion efforts by U.S. farm organizations.

Leaders from the Indiana Corn Growers Association 
(ICGA) and the Indiana Soybean Alliance Membership & 
Policy Committee (M&P) attended a Farm Bill Listening 

Session on Aug. 18 to discuss priorities for the 2023 Farm 
Bill. The session was hosted by Rep. Jim Baird (R-Dist. 4) and 
included Rep. Greg Pence (R-Dist. 6) and Rep. Victoria Spartz 
(R-Dist. 5). The three members of Congress listened to more 
than 20 agricultural organizations testify on priority policies 
for the next farm bill.

Congress reauthorizes a comprehensive agricultural 
policy known as the farm bill every five years. This 
legislation directs USDA programming, including nutrition 
assistance, conservation, commodity markets, research, rural 
development and more. This policy impacts all Americans, 
but especially those in rural communities, and the livelihoods 
of U.S. farmers and ranchers. The most recent farm bill, the 
Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018, was signed into law by 
President Donald Trump in December 2018 and authorizes 
programs and spending through Sept. 30, 2023.

As a leader in the House Agriculture Committee, Rep. 
Baird is positioned to help shape the development of the 
2023 Farm Bill. The listening session was designed to gather 
testimony from an invited group of stakeholders impacted by 
the farm bill’s food and farm policy.

“Our farmers are the backbone of our nation, and I believe 
that Hoosier farmers deserve a seat at the table as Congress 
prepares for the 2023 farm bill,” said Baird, who has owned 
Baird Family Farms near Greencastle, Ind., since 1980. 
“Hoosier farms and farmers across the nation play a critical 
role in feeding, fueling and clothing our grateful country, and 
they can provide invaluable feedback as we draft the next 
farm bill. I look forward to sharing these critical stakeholders’ 
testimony with my colleagues.”

Baird is determined to start the process on the 2023 Farm 

Bill earlier than current three-year-old policy.
“You know, it always amazes me, the last farm bill we 

passed was in December of 2018. So, we just barely got it 
under the wire,” Baird said. “So, I think it’s a responsibility for 
us on the ag committee, of which I am a member, to start 
that conversation now. We’re halfway through, and I realize 
we’ve had a pandemic, but we’re halfway through, more than 
halfway through, to the need for the next farm bill.”

Baird said complications due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
have exposed some changes that should be covered in the 
next farm bill.

“We have recognized some of the, maybe, weaknesses 
in our supply chain, our food supply chain. We are probably 
going to discuss those and make sure that we can make im-
provements there and in programs and incentives,” Baird said.

Keep crop insurance, boost trade
ICGA President Mike Beard told the lawmakers that 

maintaining the crop insurance program is vital for U.S. 
farmers. Beard added that the flexibility changes made to the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs in the last farm bill have also helped.

“With the 2018 Farm Bill, we saw a strengthening of 
revenue-based risk management tools, including the 
improvement of the Agriculture Risk Coverage county 
program,” said Beard, a corn, soybean and hog farmer 
from Frankfort, Ind. “It allowed producers to elect ARC and 
PLC coverage for the 2019 and 2020 crop years and make 
changes annually starting with the 2021 crop year.”

“(Farmers are) going to want to keep the risk management 
part of that. Our financial members, our banks, have appreci-
ated having that risk management where we can fall back on, 
and we can purchase insurance to protect ourselves. Because 
the dollars that are involved on these farms are significant and 
we, as farmers, cannot afford to lose a year’s production.”

M&P member and American Soybean Association Director 
Phil Ramsey, who farms near Shelbyville, Ind., testified that 
strong export programs help all farmers. He testified that 
the Market Access Program (MAP) and the Foreign Market 
Development (FMD) programs increase trade and market 
expansion efforts by U.S. farm organizations.

ICGA, ISA share views during Rep. Baird’s 
Farm Bill Listening Session
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.
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“For the 2023 Farm Bill, we would ask that Congress 
consider increased funding for the trade promotion 
programs, Market Access Program and Foreign Market 
Development,” Ramsey said. “Trade is the heart of the U.S. 
farm economy because American farmers are the best in the 
world at what they do. Support for trade expansion initiatives 
is support for rural economies across the U.S.”

Beard added his support for more trade opportunities.
“Though we want to be prepared for the worst, we want 

to hope for the best, and the best way to strengthen the 
farm economy is with the facilitation of healthy markets and 
robust trade. Farmers will always want trade rather than aid,” 
he said. “We do hope that Congress will find ways to help 
eliminate trade barriers, such as the issue we’re currently 
experiencing with Mexico’s unwillingness to accept GM traits 
and glyphosate-treated commodities.”

Ramsey also discussed the importance of keeping Begin-
ning Farmer and Rancher Loans available through the USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) and investing in research and 
promotion of new, ag-based products, such as PoreShield, 
a soy-based concrete enhancer. Among Ramsey’s biggest 
concerns, though, is the rising cost of farming.

“Prices have pretty much skyrocketed on fertilizer,” Ramsey 
said. “Nitrogen prices, they’re almost double of what they 
were a year ago.”

Pence recognized Ramsey’s worry and added that he’s 
heard from others in his district about rising input costs. “I’m 
concerned that the inflation could continue to outstrip what 
prices are going to be like in the fall,” he said.

Pence is also wary of changes in the Biden Administration’s 
environmental policy causing farmers to adjust how they 
farm. “There is one thing I’m a little concerned about – as we 
go forward. I am a Republican, increased regulation on the 
ag industry is something I’m very concerned about,” he said. 

“I was happy to hear farmers talk specifically about what they 
are fearful of.”

A good start
Rep. Spartz and Rep. Pence appreciated the input during 

the listening session.
“Agriculture is a significant contributor to Indiana’s GDP. 

Our state is also in a unique position to advance innovation 
and value-added services for advanced agriculture,” said 
Spartz, who owns a Hamilton County, Ind., farm with her 
husband, James. “I appreciate Rep. Baird for hosting a 
roundtable discussion to solicit valuable feedback from 
industry stakeholders.”

Pence added, “In Indiana and especially the Sixth District, 
the agriculture community is large and diverse. Hoosiers 
throughout the state will be affected by the next farm bill. I 
would like to thank my colleague, Congressman Jim Baird, 
for putting together this important listening session and 
his leadership on the House Agriculture Committee. I look 
forward to continuing to work together to ensure Hoosier 
voices across the state are represented in D.C.”

Many of the farmers who attended the session believe 
it is not too early to begin the process of preparing for the 
next farm bill. “It’s just important that we can get a good 
farm bill put together, and there are a lot of pieces to it that 
are important to the whole economy, not just the farmers,” 
Ramsey said.

Rep. Jim Baird (R-Dist. 4), center, Rep. Greg Pence (R-Dist. 6) and Rep. Victoria Spartz (R-Dist. 5) hosted a 2023 Farm Bill Listening 
Session on Aug. 18 at the Normandy Barn at the Indiana State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis, Ind. Representatives from ICGA and 
M&P testified during the session.

ICGA President Mike Beard, at right, a farmer from Frankfort, 
Ind., said the flexibility changes made to the Agriculture Risk 

Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs in the 
last farm bill should be kept in the 2023 legislation.
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Four Indiana farmers are eligible to take part in a long-
standing program developed to build tomorrow’s 
leaders in American agriculture. The American 

Soybean Association (ASA) and Corteva Agriscience are 
seeking applicants, including four from Indiana, for the 2021-
22 ASA Corteva Young Leader Program.

The Young Leader Program, sponsored by Corteva 
Agriscience and ASA, is a two-phase educational program 
for actively farming individuals and couples who are 
passionate about the future of agriculture. The women and 
men who participate in this program will be the leaders that 
shape the future of agriculture. The deadline for applying for 
this program is Sept. 30.

Phase I of the 2021-22 ASA Corteva Young Leader program 
will take place from Nov. 30 to Dec. 3 at Corteva’s Global 
Business Center in Johnston, Iowa. Phase II is March 8-12, 
2022, in New Orleans, La., during the annual Commodity 
Classic Convention and Trade Show.

“This is a really great opportunity for young Indiana 
farmers, but it’s also a great opportunity for ASA,” said 
Kendell Culp, a farmer from Rensselaer, Ind., and a board 
member for both the ASA and the Indiana Soybean Alliance 
(ISA). “A wise organization plans for the future. This program 
helps to develop those leaders of the future. This is a great 
investment.”

Soybean-growing couples and individuals are encouraged 
to apply for the program, which focuses on leadership and 
communication, the latest agricultural information, and the 
development of a strong peer network.

Interested spouses, even if not employed full-time on 
the farm, are encouraged to attend and will be active 
participants in all elements of the program.

“The ASA Corteva Young Leaders Program is an excellent 
experience from multiple perspectives,” said Shelbyville, 
Ind., farmer James Ramsey, who completed the program in 
2020. “The chance to grow in your understanding of policy 
development and that process was a great opportunity in 
this program. But also the personal development side is 
very beneficial – along with opportunities to meet and make 
lifetime friends from all over the country.”

ASA and Corteva Agriscience will work with the 26 soy 
state affiliates, including ISA, to identify the top producers to 
represent their states as part of this program.

“Soybean farmers are working hard every day to provide 
food and agricultural products that meet the growing needs 
of consumers in the United States, Canada, and all over the 
world. It is critical that their voices be heard as governments, 
society and other stakeholders work to shape policies and 
programs that support agriculture and rural communities,” 
said Matt Rekeweg, U.S. Industry Affairs Leader, Corteva 
Agriscience. “We are proud to continue our support for the 
ASA Corteva Agriscience Young Leader Program, which is 
developing the next generation of grower leaders and advo-
cates for agriculture in North America and around the globe.”

Interested applicants should go online to the ASA website 
at soygrowers.com to apply. For more information, contact 
ISA Marketing Operations and Leadership Director Hannah 
Vorsilak at hvorsilak@indianasoybean.com

Four positions for Indiana farmers available in
ASA Corteva Young Leader Program

James Ramsey, a farmer from Shelbyville, Ind., completed the 
ASA Corteva Young Leaders Program in 2020. Ramsey said the 
program helped him become more confident when speaking on 
specific issues.
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Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.

Thanks to checkoff investments, ethanol has grown to become the biggest use of Indiana grown corn. 

Clean burning ethanol fuel blends not only improve farmer profitability, but also improve air quality for 

all Hoosiers while improving engine performance and saving Hoosiers money at the pump. Indiana 

is the fifth largest producer of ethanol in the United States. Right here in our state, ethanol plants 

generate more than 700 direct jobs and boost the rest of our economy with thousands of indirect jobs. 

The Indiana Corn Marketing Council not only helps educate consumers about the benefits of ethanol, 

but also invests checkoff dollars in expanding the number of pumps and locations across Indiana to 

expand ethanol consumption and bring value to Hoosier farmers. 

To learn more about Indiana corn  
checkoff investments, visit Incorn.org

Driving demand for ethanol. 

37%

of INDIANA 

C O R N 
goes into 

ETHANOL 
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The National Corn Growers 
Association (NCGA) announced 
a new round of research grants 

to help farmers manage aflatoxin 
issues. Letters of intent from principal 
investigators, co-principal investigators, 
and collaborators--not exceeding the 
$75,000 per year limit--will be accepted 
by the Aflatoxin Mitigation Center of 
Excellence (AMCOE) no later than Oct. 15.

AMCOE’s Research Program will 
again offer grants for projects focused 
on solving profit-robbing aflatoxin issues for farmers. These 
grants, which will be awarded to researchers focusing on one 
of six priority areas, were designed by Southern corn checkoff 
boards to bring a unified approach to funding research 
projects across the region and will therefore favor research 
teams that include members from multiple states.

The six priority areas for projects funded for 2022 are 
biological control, transgenic modification, plant breeding, 
amelioration technology, best management strategies and 
improved testing procedures.

“Through the efforts of the Aflatoxin Mitigation Center for 
Excellence, substantial progress has been made in under-
standing and managing aflatoxin and other mycotoxins,” said 
Texas corn grower and AMCOE Committee Chair Charles 
Ring. “Working with Southern state grower associations in-
cluding Texas, Louisiana, Georgia, Mississippi and North Car-
olina, NCGA administers AMCOE to create a united approach 
to aflatoxin research.  Our primary goal is to deliver advanced 

strategies, tools and results to growers.”
Aflatoxin is a term generally used to refer 

to a group of extremely toxic chemicals pro-
duced by two molds, Aspergillus flavus and 
A. parasiticus. The toxins can be produced 
when these molds, or fungi, attack and 
grow on certain plants and plant products.

In the United States, aflatoxin production 
occurs when A. flavus and A.parasiticus 
attack peanuts, cottonseed, white and 
yellow corn, certain nuts and wheat. Most 
of the aflatoxin problems on corn in the 

United States are caused by A. flavus, and the most potent 
toxin produced by this mold is called aflatoxin B1. Drought, 
extreme heat and corn ear injury from insect feeding can 
stress the corn and create an environment favorable to these 
molds and to aflatoxin production.

Aflatoxins pose a low-level threat to U.S. food safety 
because regulations and testing by federal agencies and 
industry exclude contaminated products from the food 
supply. Generally, these programs have been successful in 
protecting U.S. consumers from aflatoxin-contaminated food.

Mycotoxins are substances produced by fungi that are 
harmful to animal and human health. Mycotoxins can be 
produced in grain during storage or processing, but they are 
most frequently associated with a fungal infection that occurs 
before harvest.

The most common mycotoxins that affect corn in Indiana 
include aflatoxin, fumonisins, zearalenone and vomitoxin. 
Aflatoxins are associated with Aspergillus species of fungi 
that are more common during dry years. The Office of Indiana 
State Chemist tests feeds and ingredients for mycotoxins. 
Testing looks for aflatoxin, fumonisin, zearalenone, T-2 toxin 
and vomitoxin. Animals vary in their reaction to these toxins.

While corn farmers in Southern states experience aflatoxin 
challenges every year, these challenges may present 
themselves in any corn region of the United States when the 
crop comes under stress. Thus, the benefits of such research, 
particularly as outlined in the six priority areas, are truly 
national in scope. Proposals will be considered regardless of 
the parties’ geographic region. Any state wishing to provide 
additional funding for AMCOE is encouraged to do so. 

To learn more about AMCOE or corn research news, visit 
ncga.com/key-issues/other-topics/research
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NCGA offering research grants to
address aflatoxin issues
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Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) is proud to partner with researchers and entrepreneurs to 

develop new uses for corn. In the past, checkoff dollars helped fuel the development of ethanol – the 

most groundbreaking use of corn to date. Today, we are looking for the next big thing and are actively 

engaging with key industry stakeholder and leaders to scan the horizon for opportunities to bring forth 

new markets within the industrial bio-material industry. 

We are actively engaging with key industry stakeholders and leaders to scan the horizon for opportunities 

to bring forth new markets within the industrial bio-material industry. We are all ears when it comes to 

new opportunities to collaborate with you.

To learn more about Indiana corn  
checkoff investments, visit Incorn.org

Together, the checkoff and farmers can 
keep moving our state forward.
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Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) is the state soybean checkoff organization. ISA ensures there are  

strong, viable markets for soybeans through the discovery and development of innovative new uses that 

have major commercial value. Through partnerships with development companies, entrepreneurs and 

universities, ISA’s new use innovation efforts have led to the creation of popular commercialized products, 

including: soy candles, soy crayons and PoreShield™ concrete durability enhancer.

Indiana soybean fields are full 
of opportunity.

800%

INDUSTRIAL 
demand for

INDIANA SOY 
IS UP NEARLY

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.Funded with Indiana soyean checkoff dollars.

To learn more about Indiana soybean
checkoff investments, visit indianasoybean.com
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The last 18 months have taught us 
how important staying connected 
to friends, family, work and social 
aspects of our lives. Access to 
high-speed, reliable internet was 
once considered a luxury, but is 
now essential for Hoosiers to live, 
work, play, study and stay. This 
summer, the state and partnerships 
between private and public entities 
have continued to connect Hoosiers 

throughout rural Indiana.
Last month, our administration opened the third round of 

the Next Level Connections Broadband Grant Program for 
applications. With the historic $250 million allocated to this 
program by the Indiana General Assembly this year and the 
approximately $20 million in broadband funding that remains 
from the initial round of funding, we have roughly $270 
million available for broadband expansion.

Grants can be worth up to $5 million to fund projects 
by telecommunication providers and utility cooperatives 
to get this critical 21st century infrastructure. According 
to a 2018 Purdue University study, our state would see an 
additional $12 billion of economic impact if all Hoosiers were 
connected, and no one was left in internet darkness.

We have already seen some successes through this 
program. The nearly $80 million already invested by the 
State of Indiana in broadband will connect more than 22,400 

locations throughout 44 Hoosier counties. As I travel our 
great state, I’m hearing from farmers, business owners and 
community leaders on the impact of broadband. It includes 
broadband discussions in Martinsville and Paoli, and other 
private-public partnerships underway in White County and 
the 11 counties along the Indiana Toll Road. These are all 
different opportunities to connect Hoosiers and their families.

Farming today is a high tech and highly innovative practice 
that, like the rest of the working world, is relying more and 
more on broadband service. Hoosier farmers are at the 
forefront with their latest ag practices including, automative 
steering, seed and breeding technology and sales and 
marketing. But these businesses can’t function effectively 
without access to reliable broadband. Increasing access 
and reliability to Hoosier farmers everywhere encourages 
business expansion and efficiencies.

We know there are still those without reliable service.
At the same time, there is a way for Hoosiers across our 

state to help. Recently, the Indiana Farm Bureau rolled out 
the Indiana Speed Test to help ensure the state is taking the 
best steps to make cost effective planning and deployment 
of broadband resources. Hoosiers are encouraged to take the 
test, which takes less than one minute, by visiting INFB.org/
speedtest. Personal information will not be collected, but the 
data used will help investment and deployment decisions.

These efforts and the work by our many stakeholders and 
partners will help close the digital divide throughout rural 
Indiana.

Grant program will connect Hoosiers
throughout rural Indiana
BY LT. GOV. SUZANNE CROUCH
Indiana Secretary of Agriculture and Rural Development

Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch was busy during the Indiana State Fair giving speeches and shopping at the Indiana Grown booth.
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The Indiana Corn Growers Association (ICGA) hosted its 
annual High Octane Fuel Summit in Indianapolis on 
Sept. 16. The Summit is designed to tout the benefits 

of higher blends of ethanol fuel to fueling station retailers and 
similar stakeholders. More than 50 of those stakeholders at-
tended the event to learn more about Unleaded 88, a blend 
of 15 percent ethanol, and E85, an 85 percent ethanol blend. 
The expansion of ethanol is crucial to Indiana’s corn farmers.

“Ethanol is one of the most important customers of corn 
farmers,” said ICGA President Mike Beard, a corn and soy-
bean farmer from Frankfort, Ind. “Here in Indiana, a multi-year 
average of 45 percent of our corn goes to the production of 
ethanol, and the numbers are similar in many other corn-pro-
ducing states. The ethanol produced with U.S.-grown corn 
is used both domestically and internationally. In the 2019-20 
marketing year, the United States exported 1.36 billion gal-
lons of ethanol.”

Beard said ICGA has been working on legislation such as 
the Next Generation Fuels Act, which was introduced into 

the U.S. House of Representatives with bipartisan support – 
including Rep. Jim Baird (R-Ind.) who is a co-sponsor. Baird is 
also an original co-sponsor of the Year- Round Fuel Choice 
bill, which would allow year-round sales of 15 percent ethanol 
blended fuels. This proposal has a companion bill in the U.S. 
Senate. Both of these bills will bring more fuel choice to con-
sumers and help to lower greenhouse gas emissions in the 
United States, Beard reported.

“I’m proud to say that the Indiana Corn Growers Association 
has supported a number of bills in Congress this session that 
would increase ethanol’s space in the tank,” he said.

High Octane Fuel Summit speakers included Chris Bliley 
of Growth Energy, Tuomo Isokivijarvi and Juha Honkasalo of 
eFlexFuel, Dr. Steffen Mueller of the Energy Resources Cen-
ter at the University of Illinois at Chicago, Debnil Chowdhury 
of IHS Markit, retail trends analyst Todd Hale and ICGA staff.

Operating throughout Europe and based in Finland, eFlex-
Fuel builds and sells kits that allow motorists to convert their 
cars to flex-fuel vehicles that are able to use E85. Tuomo 

High Octane Fuel Summit promotes the 
benefits of ethanol to fuel retailers

Chris Bliley, Senior Vice President of Regulatory Affairs for Growth Energy, told Summit attendees that access to Unleaded 88 has 
been expanding rapidly in recent years. Unleaded 88 is gasoline blended with 15 percent ethanol – also called E15.

BY DAVE BLOWER JR.
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Isokivijarvi, CEO of eFlexFuel, said they have sold more than 
30,000 conversion kits in Europe, and they are now moving 
to the American market. He said the kits are simple to install 
and are completely automatic. To sell their kits, eFlexFuel is 
educating the public about the benefits of using E85.

“We are going to do educational marketing about using 
E85,” Isokivijarvi said.

“We know there are people who have a negative image 
of flex-fuels and E85. We want to change that,” said Juha 
Honkasalo, eFlexFuel’s Chief of Business Development. 
“E85 is an affordable race fuel for the streets that is available 
throughout the U.S. People need to learn about it.”

Among the chief competitors for higher blends of ethanol 
is the emergence of electric vehicles (EVs). Debnil Chowd-
hury of IHS Markit, an international market research company, 
said EV use is growing in some areas, but that liquid fuels 
continue to dominate the market. He said places such as 
India and South America are not seeing penetration of new 
electric vehicles. “We’re not one of the bullish companies 
on EV demand in the short term,” Chowdhury said. “We are 
actually seeing more of an increase in hybrid electric vehicles 
– cars that can run on both gasoline, ethanol and electricity.”

He said demand for gasoline, and ethanol, in the United 
States will decline as more motorists shift to electric vehi-
cles. “We don’t necessarily listen to what President Biden is 
saying or what Congress is telling us,” Chowdhury explained. 
“We look at what auto manufacturers are saying and what 
consumer demand tells us.”

He said that there may be opportunities for ethanol in 
jet fuel production; however, ethanol’s place in the market 
will be impacted by increased EV sales. “We expect to see 
production peak and start falling sometime in the 2030s,” 
Chowdhury said.

Growth Energy is a U.S. trade association based in Wash-
ington, D.C. working to advance pro-biofuel policies and 
expand consumer access to higher blends of ethanol. Chris 
Bliley, Senior Vice President of Regulatory Affairs for Growth 
Energy, told Summit attendees that access to Unleaded 88 

has been expanding rapidly in recent years. Unleaded 88 is 
gasoline blended with 15 percent ethanol – also called E15. In 
2017, only five terminals across the country offered E15. Bliley 
said there are 247 terminals offering E15 today.

However, a recent court decision eliminated the year-round 
sale of Unleaded 88 throughout most of the country. This 
is a reversal of a Trump Administration policy that allowed 
year-round sales of the 15 percent ethanol-blended fuel. “We 
need to work to get year-round E15 (also known as Unleaded 
88) approved before the summer driving season starts again 
on June 1, 2022,” Bliley said. “This can have a very real impact 
on the amount of ethanol that is consumed.”

Retail trends analyst Todd Hale, who owns and operates 
Todd Hale LLC, talked about trends that fueling stations may 
see in the future. Hale said the COVID-19 pandemic impacted 
sales at fueling stations for a variety of reasons, not the least 
of which was fewer cars on the road. He said 2,445 retail 
convenience stores closed in 2020. However, Hale added 
that this broke a trend because more than 10,000 new retail 
stations have opened nationally since 2005.

He said larger, brand-name fueling chains continued to 
add stores in 2020, while smaller, independent stores were 
closing. Each of the top 10 convenience store chains added 
stores in 2020. Hale also said convenience stores showed 
increased sales during 2020 as consumers didn’t want to go 
to larger stores or groceries to buy staple items.

Finally, he said convenience stores may want to watch 
what many fast-food restaurant are doing. As a result of 
COVID-19 restrictions, many restaurants are building “drive-
through-only” stores. He said this is because consumers 
want to have as little contact with restaurant staff as possi-
ble “Drive-through retail is going to have a major, long-term 
impact,” Hale explained.

The High Octane Fuel Summit was sponsored by the 
American Lung Association, Family Express, Indiana Ethanol 
Producers Association, Cardinal Ethanol and the Indiana Corn 
Marketing Council.

More than 50 stakeholders attended the High Octane Fuel 
Summit to learn more about Unleaded 88, a blend of 15 
percent ethanol, and E85, an 85 percent ethanol blend. The 
expansion of ethanol is crucial to Indiana’s corn farmers.

Based in Finland, eFlexFuel builds and sells kits that allow 
motorists to convert their cars to flex-fuel vehicles that are able 
to use E85. More than 30,000 conversion kits have been sold in 
Europe, and they are moving to the American market.
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When it comes to spectator sports, not many 
events can match the vibrant colors, the 
unique sounds and the raw power of auto 

racing. All of that and more was on display at the Shift 
S3ctor Indy Airstrip Attack at the Marion Municipal Airport 
on Aug. 14-15.

As a title sponsor for the 
event, the Indiana Corn 
Marketing Council (ICMC) took 
advantage of an opportunity 
to tout higher blends of ethanol for the thousands of race 
fans at the race and the tens of thousands of race fans 
watching online.

ICMC uses the event as a platform to promote use 
of higher ethanol blends like Unleaded 88 and E85. 
Unleaded 88 is a 15 percent ethanol-blended fuel, and it 
can be found at nearly 100 retailers around the state. That 
number is increasing thanks in part to ICMC’s retailer-grant 
program. E85 is a blended fuel with 85 percent ethanol.

ICMC President Joshua Miller, a farmer from nearby 
Anderson, Ind., said the state’s corn checkoff is happy 

to sponsor these types of events. “Most people may not 
realize it, but farming and auto racing are very similar. Both 
are about innovation and taking risks,” Miller said during 
a reception for race drivers, sponsors and organizers the 
night before the racing started.

“In racing, innovations to the 
cars improve their performance, 
and taking risks can be the 
difference between winning 
and losing. In agriculture, we 

integrate new technology every year. If we don’t, then we 
risk not getting the most out of the crops we plant. Farmers 
also work to find new markets to improve the value of their 
crops. Unleaded 88 and ethanol-blended fuels are critical 
to the success of Indiana farmers.”

ICMC Biofuels Director Helena Jette said many of the 
racers competing in the Shift S3ctor event were using 
E85 to power their cars. Shift S3ctor co-founder Jason 
Huang said the maximum number of drivers signed up to 
participate in this year’s race.

“From a race weekend perspective, it was incredible. 

Ethanol’s octane power on display
during sixth annual Shift S3ctor race

Many sports cars, like this one featuring the Indiana Corn Marketing Council logo, were on display during the racing at the Indy 
Airstrip Attack.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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We were at max capacity in terms of race cars. We had 
nowhere left to park them,” Huang said. “It was amazing 
to see that many cars come out to Marion, 95 percent of 
those cars were not even from the state of Indiana.”

Shift S3ctor racing features sports cars that might be 
found on the highway, such as Ford Mustangs, Dodge 
Vipers and Chevrolet Camaros. But the event also features 
high profile racing cars such a Ferraris, Lamborghinis, 
MacLarens and Nissan GTRs. After racing on the half-mile 
airport runway, some of these cars can reach 200 mph.

“These guys came in from all over, the furthest corners 
of this county – Washington, Florida, New Jersey, Georgia, 
California. That increase is a feat in itself, to get that many 
people from all over the country into Marion,” Huang said.
“I think we also had a very good turnout for spectators.”

At the race reception on Aug. 13, ICMC CEO Courtney 
Kingery explained the value of ethanol to Indiana’s farmers.

“You might have noticed a few cornfields on your way 
here today. Indiana is the fifth-largest, corn-producing 
state in America. Each year, Indiana harvests nearly 5 1/2 
million acres of corn, and those acres yield more than 900 
million bushels. This year’s crop looks to be one of the best 
in history,” Kingery said. “Ethanol helps to move that very 
large pile of corn. Nearly 50 percent of the corn grown in 
Indiana will be processed in one of our state’s 14 ethanol 
biorefineries. Corn growers who work within 30 miles of an 
ethanol biorefinery could realize an 18-23 cent premium 
per bushel on corn prices.”

At more than 1.1 billion gallons per year, Indiana stands 
as the fifth-largest U.S. producer of ethanol. Indiana 
produces nearly 8 percent of the total U.S. ethanol output.

“Sponsoring this event and promoting corn-based, 
ethanol-rich fuels such as Unleaded 88 is right on track 
with our mission,” said Kingery. “Ethanol helps to move that 
very large pile of corn.”

Sponsors of the race’s reception included the American 
Lung Association, Casey’s fueling stations, Dover Fueling 
Systems, Indy’s Garage, Greater Indiana Clean Cities, First 
Farmers Bank and Trust, the Illinois Corn Board, Kansas 
Corn, the Kentucky Corn Growers Association, the Missouri 
Corn Growers Association, the Nebraska Corn Board, and 
of course, Unleaded 88 brought to you by the Indiana Corn 
Marketing Council.

“Unleaded 88 is Engine Smart and Earth Kind,” Jette said. 
“Unleaded 88 is a naturally higher octane fuel that increases 
efficiency and boosts the horsepower of modern engines. 
But Unleaded 88 also burns cleaner than conventional 
gasoline leaving the air cleaner and easier to breathe. 
Unleaded 88 is the next innovation in fuels for our cars.”

Huang said the seventh Indy Airstrip Attack is tentatively 
set for Aug. 13-14, 2022. The official date will be determined 
later this year. For more details about Shift S3ctor, go to 
their website at shift-s3ctor.com

ICMC President Joshua Miller, a farmer from Anderson, Ind., 
talks about the benefits of using ethanol during a reception 
prior to the Indy Airstrip Attack.

Both ICMC and the Unleaded 88 promotional program were 
sponsors of Shift S3ctor’s Indy Airstrip Attack in August at the 
airport in Marion, Ind.

Glen Griffiths, in a plaid shirt, is a farmer from Noble County, Ind., 
and a racer in this year’s Indy Airstrip Attack. Griffith is showing 
off the engine of his Shelby sports car to a group of area farmers.
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The B20 Club of Indiana is excited to welcome two new 
fleets – the Muncie Indiana Transit System and Ozinga – to 
its exceptional lineup of members dedicated to promoting 
cleaner air and a lower carbon footprint through the use of 
B20 biodiesel fuel.

The Muncie Indiana Transit System, also known as 
MITS, is dedicated to providing reliable and sustainable 
transportation options for the residents, students and visitors 
of Muncie, Ind. MITS currently operates 33 full-size transit 
buses, all of which run on B20 biodiesel. For nearly a decade 
MITS has been using biodiesel with remarkable results.

“Biodiesel has had a positive impact on our fleets with no 
changes needed to facilitate the switch,” said Larry (Pete) 
Shields, director of maintenance for MITS. “We use it just like 
conventional diesel. B20 is here to stay at MITS.”

Ozinga – a fourth-generation family-owned business 
that provides bulk materials and concrete solutions – has 
proudly been using B20 
biodiesel for five years. Ozinga 
uses 900,000 gallons of B20 
annually to fuel more than 130 
vehicles. Through their use of 
B20, Ozinga is providing an 
estimated $107,000 in health 
benefits annually. 

“We’re always looking for cleaner fuels to use at Ozinga. 
Not only is biodiesel clean, but it’s also benefitting American 
farmers and it’s a great performing fuel,” said Jeff Bonnema, 
vice president of fleet management at Ozinga.

The B20 Club of Indiana is a collaboration between the 
American Lung Association (ALA) and the Indiana Soybean 
Alliance (ISA). It recognizes and supports Indiana fleets 
committed to using B20 and higher levels of biodiesel. 
Biodiesel is produced in Indiana using agricultural 
byproducts like soybean oil, animal tallow and distillers corn 
oil from ethanol production. It provides measurable health 
and environmental benefits to Indiana communities.

“We’re thrilled to see more Indiana-based fleets 
committing to B20,” said Jim Douglas, an ISA board member 
and a farmer from Flat Rock, Ind. “When fleets commit to 
biodiesel, they’re committing to improved community health 
and a cleaner future. From the farmer to the fleet, biodiesel 
is making a real difference in Indiana.”

“We’re very excited to welcome MITS and Ozinga to 
the B20 Club. Our members are committed to reducing 
emissions, enhancing air quality and improving the overall 
health of Indiana communities,” said Bailey Arnold, senior 
manager of Clean Air Initiatives for the American Lung 
Association and program lead for the B20 Club of Indiana. 
“We’re looking forward to working with these exceptional 
fleets to fuel a cleaner future.”

MITS and Ozinga join existing fleet members Al Warren Oil 
Company, Altom Transport, Inc., Ball State University and the 
City of Fort Wayne. To be a B20 Club member, fleets must 
be Indiana-based and use biodiesel blends of 20 percent or 
higher at least six months out of the year.

In addition to fleet members, the B20 Club of Indiana 
has seven affiliated partners – non-profit organizations, 
government agencies and other groups who recognize 
biodiesel as a high-quality, low-carbon and clean-burning 
alternative fuel source – and four associate members who 
support cleaner air through sales and marketing of B20 to 
Indiana-based customers.

For more information about the B20 Club of Indiana’s 
members, visit b20clubindiana.org/members

Fueling a cleaner Indiana:
Two more fleets join the B20 Club of Indiana

The Muncie Indiana Transit System, also known as MITS, is 
dedicated to providing reliable and sustainable transportation 
options for the residents, students and visitors of Muncie, Ind. 
MITS currently operates 33 full-size transit buses, all of which 
run on B20 biodiesel.
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All soybean farmers, including you, are busy replacing petroleum 
with your soy oil. How? By pooling your resources through your soy 
checkoff. Learn how your soy checkoff is bringing tangible returns 
back to you and your operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

You’re where the rubber meets the road. 
And the engine. And the interior.



We can’t help your daughter get straight A’s, 
but we can help you get the best genetics for your farm.

Scan to watch  
the video
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