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Whether it’s improving soybean 
meal to outperform the 
competition or promoting the 
sustainability of U.S. soy, the soy 
checkoff has been working behind 
the scenes to help farmers satisfy 
their customers’ needs. We’re looking 
inside the bean, beyond the bushel and 
around the world to keep preference 
for U.S. soy strong. And for U.S. 
soybean farmers like you, the impact 
is invaluable.

See more ways the soy checkoff is 
maximizing profit opportunities for 
farmers at unitedsoybean.org
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Rather focus on our blessings
this time of year

PRESIDENT’S  REVIEW

Greetings and Happy Thanksgiving from our farm 
near Frankfort, Ind. I know we’ve complained a lot 
about 2020 and all of the change it has brought us. 

But this time of year gives us a great opportunity to look at 
our blessings. As farmers, we really have a lot to be grateful 
for, and I’d rather focus on that.

on  those blessin s is that Indiana is nearly nished 
harvesting a great corn crop. Less than 10 percent of the 
crop is left in the ground, and harvesting is well ahead 
o   and the e year a era e. In addition  the bushel 
prices are going up while we’re bringing in the crop. Now 
that’s a unique event and something to be thankful for.

Still, 2020 has been a year of change. On top of COVID-19 
and other challenges, 2020 is an election year. And that 
always brings change.

This election has been as prickly as any I can remember. 
Friends and nei hbors with different  but truly heart elt 
belie s  ha e ound it di cult to talk to each other. urin  
this holiday season, I hope we can remember that we’re all 
Americans, and we have more good things in common than 
bad things that tear us apart. Farm policy rarely divides on 
political party lines, anyway.

The election did feature several changes. A change in the 
White House also brings a change in leadership at USDA. 
There were other notable changes, as well. U.S. Rep. Collin 
Peterson, who is the chair of the House Ag Committee, 
lost his re-election bid to Republican Michelle Fischbach. 
So that means there will be a shift in leadership of that 
committee before work on the next Farm Bill gets started.

In Indiana, we saw a Hamilton County farmer, State Sen. 
Victoria Spartz, earn a win over Democrat Christina Hale in 
the House Fifth District to replace Rep. Susan Brooks, who 
is retiring.

I truly belie e this transition year will offer our olicy 
organizations the greatest opportunity for impact. We’ve 
got to show up and make our voices heard. Remember if 

you’re not at the table, you’re probably on the menu.
With changes in the White House and Congress, we will 

say goodbye to a lot of friends and relationships that we’ve 
built during the past four years. No matter who the winners 
are, remember that the Indiana Corn Growers Association 
is out there advocating for Hoosier farmers in Washington, 
D.C. and Indianapolis. We understand our mission; we’re 
passionate about agriculture, and we’re here to represent 
you all the time.

Taylor moving on to Co-Alliance
Change just continues 

to be the rule in 2020. 
Although I hate to see 
her lea e our staff  I  
very happy to announce 
the Lauren Taylor has 
accepted a very good 
opportunity with Co-
Alliance. Her last day with 
us was Nov. 25. Lauren’s 
title was Membership 
and Corporate Relations 
Manager for the Indiana 
Corn Marketing Council, 
the Indiana Corn Growers 
Association and the 

Indiana Soybean Alliance. But her work stretched far 
beyond her title.

Earlier this year, Lauren and I accepted the 2019 Member 
Recruitment and Retention Program award from NCGA 
during the Commodity Classic in San Antonio, Texas. As 
of this writing, it appears we would accept that same 
award this year – that is if Lauren were still here and the 

o odity lassic wasn t irtual. auren s efforts are the 
reason for that success.

Just earlier this month, the Agribusiness Council of Indi-
ana honored Lauren with the Rising Star Award. This award 
recognizes an emerging leader in Indiana agribusiness 
whose record re ects e ce tional rowth  contribution to 
the industry and increased levels of leadership, responsibil-
ity and impact.

At the same time that we will miss having Lauren working 
on our behalf, we also know that there are many great 
things in her future. We wish her well and invite her to come 
and visit us often.

Mike
Beard
President
Indiana Corn Growers  
Association

Lauren Taylor, ICGA’s Member-
ship and Corporate Sponsorship 
Manager, and ICGA President 
Mike Beard accept the NCGA 
2019 Member Recruitment and 
Retention Program.
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FINAL MECHANICAL

Driving demand
A-30416-1

Indiana Corn & 
Soybean Review

Thanks to checkoff investments, ethanol has grown to become the second biggest use of Indiana 

grown corn. Clean burning ethanol fuel blends not only im rove farmer ro tability  but also im rove 

air quality for all Hoosiers while improving engine performance and saving Hoosiers money at the 

um . Indiana is the fth largest roducer of ethanol in the nited States. ight here in our state  

ethanol plants generate more than 700 direct jobs and boost the rest of our economy with thousands 

of indirect jobs. The Indiana Corn Marketing Council not only helps educate consumers about the 

bene ts of ethanol  but also invests checkoff dollars in e anding the number of um s and locations 

across Indiana to e and ethanol consum tion and bring value to oosier farmers. 

To learn more about Indiana corn  
checkoff investments  visit ICMC.org.

Driving demand for ethanol. 

4545%  
of INDIANA

C O R N
production goes into

ETHANOL
PLANTS

Funded with Indiana corn checkoff dollars.

30416 19 ICMC Ethanol Fall Print Ad_R08.indd   1 10/2/19   10:23 AM
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Happy Thanksgiving to you and your families from 
our farm here in Decatur County. I hope that this 
holiday season you can get together in some way to 

celebrate with your families.
For many of us, harvest is finished or at least winding 

down. I know that for us, is not always the case in late 
November. 2020 has been another challenging year, so 
as things slow down let’s take the time to reflect on what 
we are thankful for and how blessed we are. In Indiana, the 
harvest was safe and bountiful, and soybean prices have 
been on a consistent rise for several weeks. Years from now 
when I think back on 2020, I’m sure I’ll remember many 
things: How we overcame political and pandemic concerns, 
and how we endured a chaotic election year. Mostly, though, 
I hope to remember the family moments shared during my 
son’s senior year of high school football.

That’s where life matters. In our families, schools, 
communities and farms where we live. The people we get 
to know in those places are the people who mean the most. 
Sharing our lives and experiences with others is how we 
expand that community.

Recently I had to pleasure of hosting U.S. Rep. Greg 
Pence on our farm. It’s not the first time I’ve spoken with 
Congressman Pence. As the chair of ISA’s Membership and 
Policy Committee, I believe it is important for all of us to talk 
to as many legislators as possible in order to share the views 
and opinions of Indiana farmers.

Having a legislator on your farm – on your home turf, so 
to speak – is a good way to get them to understand how a 
farm works, what our concerns are, and maybe, dispel any 
misinformation they might have read or heard from other 
sources. We can give them a hands-on experience of what 
goes on here on the farm, so they can represent us to the 
best of their ability in Washington.

We had a great visit with Rep. Pence, and he seemed to 
enjoy it, too.

“So, I’m an information gatherer,” the Congressman said. 
I’ve got to come out and find out what is important. The 
soybean, livestock, corn farmers and others all have different 
issues they’re focused on.”

By making these farm visits, Rep. Pence said he has 
learned the different concerns of those who operate large 
farms versus those who run smaller farms.

“Here in Decatur County, there’s kind of a focus on the 
distribution of crops – how they are shipped or even who 
their customers are,” Pence said. “As I gather that information, 
and something comes along in Congress, I am better 
prepared to protect or represent the people in my district.”

Having legislators out on your farm helps them to know 
the way things are. They get to know the real-life aspects 

of farming – not 
what they read or 
what somebody 
has told them. It’s 
important to let 
them know how 
we do things, 
and what things 
concern us the 
most.

I think the 
one-on-one 
interactions we 
have with our 
legislators is 
very important.

They get to know someone in their district who 
understands a business or an issue better than they do. I 
know if Rep. Pence has questions, he can call me anytime 
he wants. I can give him the background information he 
needs to know.

If you’re interested in hosting a state or federal lawmaker 
on your farm, contact Rachel Conner, ISA Industry Affairs 
Program Manager at rconner@indianasoybean.com for 
details. Our staff does an excellent job of making these 
things happen.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and a 
Happy New Year.

Invite a legislator to your farm;
the experience is valuable

CHAIR ’S  REVIEW

Mike
Koehne
Chair
ISA Membership and  
Policy Committee

Rep. Greg Pence, at right, tells a story to 
Mike Koehne, left, and Steve Howell, cen-
ter, during a recent visit to Koehne’s farm.
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Full-Circle 
Return

unitedsoybean.org

Led by 73 volunteer soybean farmers, the United Soybean Board 
(USB) invests and leverages soy checkoff dollars to 
MAXIMIZE PROFIT OPPORTUNITIES for all U.S. soybean farmers.

*

HERE’S HOW THE SOY CHECKOFF WORKS. The national soy 

checkoff was created as part of the 1990 Farm Bill. The Act & Order that 

created the soy checkoff requires that all soybean farmers pay into the 

soy checkoff at the fi rst point of purchase. These funds are then used for 

promotion, research and education at both the state and national level.

FARMERS SELL BEANS TO ELEVATORS, PROCESSORS & DEALERS

ROI TO THE FARMER

Half goes to
the national

checkoff
for investment

in USB’s
long-range

strategic plan.

Half goes to
the state
checkoff

for investment
in areas that are

a priority for
that state.

EDUCATIONRESEARCHPROMOTION

*

1/2 of 1% of the total selling 
price collected per the
national soybean act & order

0.5%
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As Indiana growers harvested 
last month, one researcher 
reviewed Purdue University’s 

and Indiana Soybean Alliance’s (ISA) 
partnership on creating practical 
market uses for some of the more than 
329 million bushels of soybeans the 
USDA estimates those farmers will 
reap this season.

In an Oct. 29 webinar hosted by 
the ISA, Dr. Nate Mosier – Purdue’s 

Agricultural and Bioengineering department head – ticked 
off some of the soy-based research and outreach he 
has overseen since 2015, when he was appointed the 
university’s ISA Chair in Soybean Utilization Research. In 
his nearly 20 years at Purdue, he has been working on 
innovation in renewable resources, fuel, polymers and 
chemicals to expand the impact of agriculture beyond 
simply food and fiber.

In 2014, when he was a candidate for the Chair position, 
he was asked to put together a vision for its future. His 
plan consisted of two major pieces: research tools and 
technology to enable new uses for soybeans, and outreach 
efforts that would connect producers with researchers, 
processors and industrial end users. That has remained his 
blueprint.

Perhaps one of the best-known efforts stemming from 
ISA’s and Purdue’s partnership has been the 26-year 
Student Soybean Product Innovation Competition. Each 
year, students across the university form small teams 
to brainstorm new soy-based products they believe 
may have consumer market appeal. They do market 
research, develop a prototype, draw up a business plan 
and submit the final product to an ISA-selected panel of 
judges consisting of former board members and industry 
stakeholders.

The rewards for success are big, with prizes in the 
thousands of dollars – but even those losing the contest 
gain in experience, often in disciplines not related to their 
major. College of Agriculture Dean Dr. Karen Plaut noted 
the competition has drawn in students from 20 majors and 
across seven Purdue colleges in its history, and its impact 
goes well beyond agriculture.

“We all win,” she said of what students and society, as 
well as farmers, reap from the contest process. “We all do 
better as a result of that.”

Research
ISA CEO Courtney Kingery said the checkoff backed the 

new Chair in Soybean Utilization Research position in 2003 
with the goal of supporting a member of Purdue faculty 
in leading the search for new and better revenue streams 
from soybeans, arguably one of the state’s steadfast 
renewable resources. One of the latest products from this 
investment is PoreShield.

PoreShield is formulated from methyl soyate, from the 
oil of the soybean. In 2019, Mosier said Purdue research 
produced this commercial sealant sold to be applied to 
concrete in bridges and highways. Rather than just covering 
the concrete, PoreShield penetrates down into its pores 
and solidifies into a flexible, water-repellant barrier that 
provides 7-10 years’ worth of protection against freeze-thaw 
and salt damage. It is happily also environmentally friendly 
and cost-effective.

Mosier explained it may be possible to reformulate this 

Purdue’s Dr. Mosier keeps
squeezing more out of soy
BY ANN HINCH

Dr. Nate Mosier

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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as a sealant for other materials such as masonry, grout and 
wood. He and other Purdue researchers recently carried 
out experiments with wood treatment, comparing the 
soy-based product’s effectiveness to established products 
Thompson’s Water Seal (paraffin-based) and Varathane 
(spar urethane).

Putting the treated wood through international industry 
standards testing, Mosier said the best water repellant was 
the Varathane. And while the soy-based sealant came in 
third, it’s still in the running for further development.

One of its biggest challenges is the far longer amount of 
time the soy sealant takes to dry compared to Thompson’s 
and Varathane. The researchers experimented with drying 
time by adding compounds such as linseed oil and Japan 
drier to the soy sealant. The lesson from this is that through 
more reformulation, they may likely come up with a soy-
based wood sealant to compete commercially.

This and other soy uses could increase demand for not 
only the state’s beans, but also its already-noteworthy 
hardwood output. “Indiana has such a diverse definition for 
agriculture, including our lumber industry, that marrying 
some of those disciplines together is a real synergy Indiana 
could provide, that maybe some other (states) just don’t 
have that,” Kingery added.

Expanding the concrete sealant to other materials is an 
illustration of one way to develop new uses – by examining 
what successful products are already in the portfolio, 
Mosier explained, and seeing where else they may be 
applicable. Soy oil is used in so many other practical 
industrial applications, including biodiesel, spray foam in 
construction, foam in upholstery and even some Goodyear 
tires, where it’s been found the soy compound lends the 
rubber more flexibility at lower temperatures and improves 
manufacturing efficiency.

“(The tire) works better because of soy,” Mosier said. “It’s 
not just more sustainable, it’s not just better for the U.S. 

farmer” – it gives the consumer increased value for their 
spending.

Another oil-based application he is focusing research on 
is epoxidized soybean oil, or ESBO. This was a $300 million 
global market in 2017, moving 220,000 tons of oil.

ESBO is used in all manner of products, from the 
whimsical of rubber duckies to the practical of anti-rust 
linings in tin vegetable cans and rubberized seals on glass 
jars – it is a plasticizer that softens and toughens plastic 
for wider uses, and a UV (ultraviolet) stabilizer valuable for 
outdoor uses, such as in PVC construction.

It is also user-friendly, having replaced the use of BPA 
(Bisphenol A) that was once widespread in manufacturing. 
BPA was found to be potentially harmful to the body, but 
ESBO is not. Unfortunately, the method of manufacturing 
ESBO does require materials and produce waste that are 
hazardous and is, Mosier noted, “a dirty and dangerous 
process.”

He is looking into safer, biobased alternatives to this 
process using lipase enzyme beads; a less hazardous 
process at competitive cost that could lead to increased 
demand for ESBO. The challenge right now is to get the cost 
of using the beads down by finding a way to recycle them 
for repeated use.

“That’s actually not an insurmountable goal,” he said, 
adding this is something he began working on with the 
late Dr. Wally Tyner, a longtime Purdue ag economist who 
passed away in late 2019.

But a soybean is more than just oil. It also contains 
isoflavones, which are a nutraceutical. Mosier explained 
this is a natural compound that has health benefits for 
people and acts in the body like estrogen. It is a fairly small 
percentage of the soybean, but of high enough commercial 
value that it’s worth further research.

Outreach
In addition to the research he heads up, Mosier oversees 

the Student Soybean Product Innovation Competition – a 
different kind of research. “I think it’s a testament to the 
vision of ISA and the commitment of the board members to 
sponsor this, and continue supporting this over these years,” 
he said.

He began supervising it in 2016, but prior to that he was 
a longtime faculty mentor to various individual teams and 
has long been impressed with what the competition brings 
out in people across multiple disciplines. “These are very 
passionate students doing this, on top of their very difficult 
coursework,” he said, further noting “they’re not getting any 
course credit for this.”

When he began with the competition, Mosier 
collaborated with ISA to develop a set of metrics to 
measure its usefulness. For instance, in 2017-18, information 

Dr. Nate Mosier is interviewed during the 2019 Student Soybean 
Product Innovation Competition.
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about the contest reached 1,500 students across 
campus; by this year that was up to 4,700, which 
is more than 10 percent of all Purdue students.

He wanted to do three things: recruit students 
with diverse skill sets; deliver diverse, high-
quality products and preliminary marketing 
to the ISA; and enhance public awareness of 
student innovation and soybean use in new 
products.

He’s noticed several winners are repeat 
participants. So, “we want to be deliberately 
recruiting those first-year students, fresh on 
campus, get them engaged for their whole time 
at Purdue, get them better skills and, frankly, 
better products at the end of the competition,” 
he pointed out.

Student inventors’ products tend to focus on consumer 
needs; Mosier said he always asks them: Can you explain 
the product’s use to your grandmother? “It’s really hard 
to come up with a new idea that’s never been done or 
tried before, and then make a prototype that works,” he 
acknowledged.

And yet, every year about a dozen or so small teams 
manage just that. A small sampling of test products to 
come out of their imaginations includes soy-based drinking 
straws, wood sealant safe for kitchen use, a binder sprayed 
by crews alongside highways to help grass seed grow, 
sealant for medicine tablets, herbicide, leather conditioner, 
wax candles – and, from the very first competition, crayons.

In 2017 he began the ASPIRE (Ag Soy Product 
Innovation Realization & Entrepreneurship) Internship, a 
summer program eligible to students who complete the 
competition. Between the time a product is developed 
and when there may be interest in it from the private 
commercial sector is what Mosier calls “the valley of death” 
– and ASPIRE works to fill this lag period.

“’Build it and they will come’ is a recipe for heartbreak,” 
he bluntly noted. It is better to confirm the commercial 
viability of an idea and court a deep understanding of the 
marketplace before investing more time and money in 
product development.

“We make (the students) talk to people,” Mosier said – 
customers, company collaborators and others involved in 
the marketplace.

Each team must not only talk with at least 100 customer 
contacts, they must come to the discussion with guided 
questions to understand consumer values and needs. Then 
they use that to refine a prototype and develop a business 
plan. Each team has two faculty advisors – one for technical 
help and the other for business advice.

Finally, the team forms a company and competes for 
$100,000 in capital from Purdue’s $2 million Ag-Celerator 
plant sciences innovation fund. This is the same model 

Purdue uses to help faculty members take ideas from 
imagination to commercialization through its Foundry 
initiative.

While COVID-19 precautions canceled last summer’s 
internship, Mosier plans to pick it up again for 2021. “It’s a 
great avenue for students to get involved.”

Future
During his next five years as Chair, Mosier envisions doing 

much of what he’s done for the past five. As he described 
with the wood treatment experiment, he wants to conduct 
research to expand applications of existing soy technology, 
as well as develop new approaches to bioproducts and 
biofuel, and pursue more collaboration with the United 
Soybean Board on the national level.

He also plans to continue outreach through the student 
competition and ASPIRE; keep developing industry 
partnerships such as the ones with ADM and Beck’s; and 
work with the state’s business startup community.

Too, Mosier wants to continue outreach to and 
involvement of soy competition alumni, to re-engage 
them to the benefit of current students. For instance, at 
the 2019 awards ceremony, the keynote speaker was 
Jocelyn Wong, the leader of the team that won the first 
contest in 1994 with soy-based crayons now sold under 
the Prang brand.

An engineering major at the time, she told students the 
contest changed her career trajectory; today she is chief 
customer officer for goPuff, a late-stage service startup 
company that delivers everyday supplies to consumers for 
a low flat delivery fee in 30 minutes or less. Wong has also 
worked in marketing for Lowe’s, Family Dollar, Safeway and 
Proctor & Gamble.

“I think there’s a lot of opportunities for broadening 
some interaction with the broader startup community and 
entrepreneurship community in Indiana,” Mosier said for 
Purdue students. “Many of these students actually get 
plugged in with that … and get to know a lot of people.”

Soy-based drinking straws and crayons are just two of the innovative prod-
ucts that have come from ISA’s partnership with Purdue University.
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Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) is the state soybean checkoff organi ation. ISA ensures there are  

strong  viable markets for soybeans through the discovery and develo ment of innovative new uses that 

have ma or commercial value. hrough artnershi s with develo ment com anies  entre reneurs and 

universities  ISA’s new use innovation efforts have led to the creation of o ular commerciali ed roducts  

including  soy candles  soy crayons and soy based concrete sealants.

o learn more about Indiana soybean  
checkoff investments  visit indianasoybean.com.
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There is a lot to unpack following 
this year’s election. While results 
may be trickling in for days to 
come, we are starting to have a 
clearer picture of what to expect as 
we move into the 117th Congress. 
As expected, Democrats were 
able to hold onto the majority in 
the House of Representatives. To 
date, it appears that Republicans 
are poised to maintain a majority 

in the Senate but will have to wait until a Jan. 5, 2021 
Georgia run-off to determine who wins the state’s two 
Senate seats. In all likelihood, it will take a healthy dose of 
bipartisanship for Congress to be effective for the next two 
years.

In addition to the dozens of new members of the 
Congress, there will also be new leadership in three of the 
four top positions on the House and Senate Agriculture 
Committees. Sen. John Boozman (R-Ark.) is expected to 
take the helm of the Senate Agriculture Committee as 
current Chairman Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) retires. Boozman 
is viewed as a thoughtful, pragmatic leader who 
understands the importance of expanded markets for U.S. 
agricultural products. Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) will 
continue in her role as Senate 
Agriculture Committee 
Ranking Member. Stabenow 
has been a stalwart for the 
ethanol industry and the 
role it plays in a cleaner fuel 
supply.

With the defeat of Rep. 
Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) 
on Nov. 3, the Chairmanship 
of the House Agriculture 
Committee was left wide 
open. Two candidates are 
vying for the top position,

Reps. Jim Costa, representing California’s 16th Congres-
sional district and David Scott, representing Georgia’s 10th 
district. Ohio 11th district Rep. Marcia Fudge has also been 
mentioned as a potential contender. The three candidates 
would bring different perspectives and priorities to the 
helm.

Both Costa and Scott are members of the Blue Dog 
caucus, a group of moderate, budget-conscious House 
Democrats. Costa has been a champion for trade issues 
and was instrumental in the passage of USMCA. Scott has 
made addressing agriculture’s aging constituency and 
maintaining relevancy within the next generation a priority 
during his tenure on the committee. Fudge represents a 
more urban district in the Cleveland area and has a keen 
appreciation for the vital balance between the farm and 
nutrition programs.

Across the aisle, current Ranking Member Mike Conaway 
(R-Texas) is hanging up his hat this cycle. Three candidates 
have their eye on replacing him: Arkansas 8th District Rep. 
Rick Crawford, Georgia 8th District Rep. Austin Scott and 
Pennsylvania 15th District Rep. GT Thompson. Crawford 
has long been an advocate for opening Cuba’s market for 
U.S. agricultural exports, such as corn and corn products. 
Thompson would bring a focus on risk management 
tools through his experience as Chair of the General Farm 

New leadership looms in
U.S. House and Senate
BY ANNE THOMPSON
Director of Political Science
National Corn Growers Association

Senator John Boozman
R-Montana

Representative David Scott
D-Georgia

Representative Jim Costa
D-California
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Commodities and Risk 
Management Subcommittee. 
Scott has demonstrated 
success in providing disaster 
assistance for producers as a 
result of Hurricane Michael, 
which wreaked havoc on his 
district in 2018.

With the departure 
of three of the top four 
positions on these two 
committees, a combined 
86 years of experience and 
institutional knowledge of 
the legislative process, will 
be going along with them. 
The agriculture community 
as a whole will have our work 
cut out for us in terms of 
educating new members and 
leadership and getting them 
up to speed on our policy 
priorities. The new makeup 
will further shift the delicate 
geographical balance of the 
committees towards the 
South and/or West.

Indiana will have the 
opportunity to welcome 
two new members of 
the delegation next year. 
Representative-Elect Victoria 
Spartz, a Republican from 
Indiana’s 5th District, brings 
direct farm experience 
to Washington while 
Representative-Elect Frank 
Mrvan, a Democrat in 
Indiana’s 1st District, also 
received the endorsement of the Indiana Farm Bureau.

In addition to an Agriculture Committee assignment 
in each chamber, the Indiana delegation benefits from 
one of the most diverse sets of committee assignments 
in the Midwest. Indiana is currently represented on 
Appropriations; Energy and Commerce; Transportation 
and Infrastructure; and Ways and Means Committees 
in the House and Finance; Commerce, Science and 
Transportation; and Environment and Public Works 
Committees in the Senate. This variety allows for the 
unique perspective of rural constituencies to be shared on 
a range of topics vital to the policy priorities of agriculture.

As we’ve experienced during the last two years, a divided 

Congress will create challenges in productivity. NCGA is 
hopeful, however, that Congress will want to see more 
bipartisanship at work. When it come to our agriculture 
priorities – whether on trade, biofuels or risk management 
– farmers rely on support from both Republicans and 
Democrats to advance solutions. Ours are not partisan 
issues.

Once again, important topics will be on the table 
including climate change and infrastructure, and it won’t 
be long before we’re facing the next Farm Bill. NCGA, in 
close partnership with our state affiliates, will be prepared 
to offer thoughtful and science-based solutions to these 
issues.

President-Elect Joe Biden
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Election Day 2020 has passed, 
and the federal governance path 
ahead appears clearer. Although 
control of the Senate will not be 
known until two Georgia runoffs 
occur on Jan. 5, 2021, the election 
results point to President-elect 
Joe Biden taking office on Jan. 
20, 2021. The House will remain in 
Democratic control.

What can be expected in the coming months?
In Congress, important transitions are ahead for 

agriculture. We will look at the leadership of the House 
and Senate Agriculture Committees following the 
year-end retirements of Senate Agriculture Committee 
Chairman Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) and House Agriculture 
Committee Ranking Member Mike Conaway (R-Texas), 
as well as the defeat of House Agriculture Committee 
Chairman Collin Peterson (D-Minn.).

Political pundits widely expect that Sen. John Boozman 
(R-Ark.) will move into the lead Republican role on 
the Senate Agriculture Committee. In the House, two 
Democrats so far have publicly declared their interest in 
serving as the House Agriculture Committee chairman: 
Rep. David Scott (D-Ga.) and Rep. Jim Costa (D-Calif.). 
There is also a race underway for the lead Republican role: 
Rep. Glenn (“G.T.”) Thompson (R-Penn.), Rep. Rick Crawford 
(R-Ark.) and Rep. Austin Scott (R-Ga.).

In the coming weeks and months, we will learn who 
will be selected from their respective caucuses to serve 
in these three crucial roles. Importantly, the three new 
committee leaders will join Senate Agriculture Committee 
Ranking Member Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) in laying the 
groundwork for the farm bill reauthorization ahead in 2023.

Even though Inauguration Day is clearly defined, 
transitions of presidential administrations take time. In the 
coming weeks and months, we will hear the key personnel 
appointments of the Biden Administration. We will also 
learn the president-elect’s potential nominees for Cabinet 

roles, such as the USDA Secretary, EPA Administrator and 

USTR Ambassador, along with other political roles that 

may or may not require confirmation by the U.S. Senate.

After the presidential nominations are announced, the 

approval process begins. Senate committees will vet 

nominees and review relevant background documents 

supporting the nomination, and the nominees will 

participate in a series of meetings with committee 

members to earn their votes. Then, public hearings will 

happen prior to confirmation votes of the committees and 

full Senate on the president’s nominees.

Leadership and composition of the Senate – again, 

determined on Jan. 5, 2021 – can reasonably be expected 

to influence President-elect Biden’s selections of 

nominees. If the Senate is Republican-controlled, the 

Biden Administration may be more moderate with nominee 

selections; if a Democratic-controlled Senate, the nominees 

may be more liberal. Very simply, it’s a math equation. The 

nominees need to earn a sufficient number of votes to 

move forward to officially assume office.

The Senate also impacts policies that the new 

Administration may pursue. Like the simple math equation 

noted regarding nominations, it’s a matter of counting 

votes for legislation that may or may not move forward.

President-elect Biden will enter office during a 

pandemic and has expressed clear interest in getting 

coronavirus under control. His policy priorities also include 

addressing climate change, investing in infrastructure, 

bringing home supply chain manufacturing, revising 

education and workforce policies and advancing 

racial equality in the nation. As with prior presidential 

administrations, we can expect a Biden review of Trump 

regulations to determine what he wishes to maintain or 

reverse.

In the transitions ahead, your ASA Government Affairs 

team in Washington, D.C., will continue to position soy 

favorably, work constructively and collaboratively, and 

build effective working relationships with policymakers.

Election Day has come and gone;
what’s next?
BY CHRISTY SEYFERT
Executive Director of Government Affairs
American Soybean Association
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A strong infrastructure supports a strong agriculture industry. That’s why the Indiana 

Corn Marketing Council and the Indiana Soybean Alliance invest checkoff dollars in 

bridge testing research that assesses the impact of detours, low-weight-limit bridges 

and unmaintained roads. It’s one way the checkoff works to make sure Indiana’s farmers 

can deliver their grain to market quickly and efficiently.

To learn more about the importance of preserving Indiana’s rural infrastructure,  

visit UpVestIndiana.com. 

Moving grain.  
Growing Indiana’s economy.

Funded with Indiana corn and soybean checkoff dollars.
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Despite heated contests in several State Legislature 
seats, the 2020 election cycle has shaped up to 
be an overall win for Indiana Republicans. GOP 

candidates swept both the Governor’s and Attorney 

General’s office and will hold on to its 7-2 Republican 

House Congressional representation. The GOP will also 

maintain supermajorities in both the Indiana House of 

Representatives and State Senate.

Prior to the election, Republicans owned super-

majorities in both state chambers; a 67-33 advantage in 

the House, and a 40-10 advantage in the Senate. When 

all ballots were tallied, Republicans gained four seats in 

the House, while Democrats picked up one seat in the 

Senate.

Prior to Election Day, nearly 1.8 million Hoosiers cast 

early ballots; 1.2 million voted early in-person and a little 

more than 560,000 mailed in a ballot. For comparison, 

only 155,000 Hoosiers voted by mail in the 2016 general 

election.

Indiana, home to Vice President Mike Pence, was one of 

the first states to be called for President Donald Trump on 

Election Night. President Trump carried Indiana with 57.1 

Republicans maintain control
of Indiana state government
BY STEVE HOWELL
Senior Director of Industry Affairs for ISA and ICGA

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb speaks during the American Soybean Association’s 100th 
Anniversary Celebration on the Fouts Farm in early August.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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percent of the vote. Joe Biden, the winner of the Electoral 
College vote nationally, pulled 41 percent in the Hoosier 
State. Libertarian Jo Jorgensen rounded out the contest 
with 1.9 percent of the vote.

Gov. Holcomb re-elected
Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb will serve a second 

and final term after defeating Democrat challenger Dr. 
Woody Myers and Libertarian Party candidate Donald 
Rainwater. Holcomb maintained a comfortable lead in 
polling numbers and cash-on-hand compared to his rivals 
heading into Election Night and earned 56.6 percent of 
the vote.

Myers, a former Indiana Health Commissioner, 
struggled to gain traction for a majority of the campaign 
season and underperformed compared to past 
Democratic Party gubernatorial candidates. The final 
count for Myers was 32 percent. Libertarian Candidate 
Donald Rainwater, whose grassroots efforts garnered 
much attention around the state, finished with 11.4 
percent of the vote, which nearly quadruples the support 
Libertarian candidates received in the previous two 
gubernatorial races.

GOP expands lead in House
All 100 House seats were on 

ballots across the state this year, 
and Republicans have increased 
their supermajority in the lower 
chamber going into the 2021 
General Assembly with a net 
gain of four seats. Agriculture 
lost two strong advocates: Rep. 
Melanie Wright (D-Yorktown) 
and Rep. Terry Goodin (D-Austin). 
ISA and ICGA appreciate their 
service to Indiana agriculture 
and wish them well in the future.

Newly elected House Speaker 
Rep. Todd Huston defeated 

Democrat challenger Aimee Cole in House District 37, in 
a hotly contested race to which both parties allocated 
significant resources.

Dems pick up seat in Senate
With half of the State Senate seats up for contest in the 

2020 election, there will be minimal change heading into 
the 2021 General Assembly. However, a bright spot for 
Indiana Democrats was the victory of Faddy Quaddoura 

over incumbent John Ruckelshaus for the Senate District 
30 seat. This was a priority race and surpassed $1 million 
in total campaign resources allocated.

Ag committees likely unchanged
The 2021 General Assembly Organization Day was 

Nov. 17. Although it is widely viewed as the ceremonial 
kickoff to the 2021 Session, many committee assignments 
were announced by caucus leadership that day. We 
do not expect any committee leadership changes on 
either the House or Senate agriculture committees, with 
Rep. Don Lehe (R-Brookston) and Sen. Jean Leising 
(R-Oldenburg) holding the gavel of each committee. 
There will likely be a few changes of committee 
members and we will work closely with any new 
additions to bring them up to speed on corn and 
soybean issues.

The Senate Environmental Affairs Committee 
will likely continue to be chaired by Sen. Mark 
Messmer (R-Jasper). The House Environmental Affairs 
Committee will see new leadership with the retirement 
of long-time chair Rep. David Wolkins (R-Winona Lake). 
Chairman Wolkins leadership will be missed by the 
agricultural industry as he always sought out ISA and 
ICGA positions on various environmental issues.

Although there will be new House and Senate 
members, as well as new leadership in a committee 
important to agriculture, ISA and ICGA staff will be 
at the Statehouse, working closely with members of 
both parties, to be sure your concerns are heard and the 
most favorable outcome for soybean and corn farmers is 
achieved.

Republicans maintain control
of Indiana state government

Speaker of the House
Rep. Todd Huston

Indiana Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch enjoys a plate of bacon with 
ICGA President Mike Beard during last year’s Bacon Brunch 
and Bar at the Indiana State House.

CHECKOFF
INVESTMENT
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Being a voice for farmers, having a seat at the 
table for the agriculture community, and growing 
communities for future generations are top-of-the-

mind reasons why three Indiana farmers sought and have 
been elected to positions in their counties’ government.

Kendell Culp of Jasper County and Nancy Cline of 
Tipton County are both county commissioners, while Mike 
Sprinkle of Daviess County serves on his county council. 
All agree it is vital for farmers to be represented in county 
government, especially 
because farmers pay 
more in property taxes 
than most taxpayers in 
Indiana. “If farmers do 
not have a seat at the 
table, they have no voice 
or impact on decisions 
made,” said Cline. “If 
farmers are negatively 
impacted by poor 
decisions, their means 
of making a living could 
be in jeopardy. The need 
to protect our way of life, 
and the ability to provide 
for our families is of primary importance.”

Cline notes farmer representation is needed not only 
on Boards of Commissioners and County Councils, but 
on Area Planning Commissions and Boards of Zoning 
Appeals. Culp said, in Jasper County, agriculture has 
always been represented on the county council and 
board of commissioners. “I think the public respects our 
occupation as farmers and trusts farmers to work hard for 
the betterment of their community.”

Sprinkle is one of two farmers serving on his county 
council. He believes farmers’ situations are different 
than those working for industries and other entities. “It 
hits right at home when we take a bond out or raise or 
create a tax to do government work, so it’s good to have 
farmers represented in county government. We deal with 
mandates from the state, have to abide by them, and be in 

compliance. I’m just finishing my fifth term and begin my 
sixth in January 2021. When I began nearly 20 years ago, 
I learned for every $1 we pay in taxes, the county council 
only has jurisdiction of 10-20 cents of that dollar. The 
public doesn’t understand the metrics of the job, but I find 
it very interesting.”

How does a farmer find time to run their operation and 
put their hours in for a government position? Two words – 
time management. They all agree it’s a balancing act and 

prioritizing what’s most 
important on a given day 
or month. Sprinkle, who 
lives at Plainville, produces 
corn, soybeans and value-
added corn. His non-GMO 
corn is trucked to nearby 
Washington. He knows 
when his council meetings 
are, so he plans his farm 
priorities around that 
monthly two-hour window. 
“In 20 years, I’ve only 
missed two meetings,”    
he said.

Cline’s operation 
produces seed and 

commercial beans and corn. They also finish 16,000 
pigs annually for Indiana Packers. She said most of 
their product is exported to Japan. Her motivation for 
investing time to serve is for the welfare of her children 
and grandchildren. “My husband and I decided from the 
beginning that we would make time to serve our industry. 
When our children were young, he served in various roles 
to represent farmers both in government and agriculture 
organizations. Now that our children are grown, I am 
more active. In the past, it was important that one of us 
be available at the farm to manage day to day operations. 
Now that our sons are adults, we are more flexible.”

Culp farms near Rensselaer with his father and son 
producing soybeans, corn, wheat, beef cattle and hogs. 
He said his balancing act is to manage time spent for his 

Farmers represent agriculture as
county government officials
BY SUSAN HAYHURST

Nancy Cline meets USDA Secre-
tary Sonny Perdue.

Kendell Culp speaks during an 
American Soybean Association 
meeting.

CHECKOFF
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county responsibilities and personal business duties. “It’s 
all about prioritization. At the end of the day, my county 
duties always get accomplished.”

While time management is critical to being both a 
farmer and elected official, all three felt led to serve. Culp 
had served two terms on his local school board which 
whet his appetite for public service. “I saw the importance, 
as a property taxpayer, to common sense conservative 
leadership in public positions.” Seeing few farmers serving 
in county government led Cline to seek a position. “As 
a county commissioner, I will be a voice for the farmer. 
Also, my business experience will help make financially 
responsible decisions and my working knowledge of how 
drainage is maintained will be helpful. I want to have a 
voice in how property taxes are spent and encourage 
other farmers to serve on boards like planning and zoning.”

While local officials encouraged Sprinkle to consider 
running for council - and he’s glad they did – he stresses 
how important it is to do the research about the position. 
“Know what the job consists of before you put your hat in 
the ring. Be patient for the right tie to run. You may think 
you need to run now but pray about it. Down the road may 
be a better time. Family considerations are also important.”

Cline suggests attending different county board 
meetings to understand the role of each board and 
how they work together. Culp encourages farmers to be 
comfortable with the time commitment required for the 
position in light of their other responsibilities. It’s also 
helpful to have a pulse on the issues in your communities.

All three farmers want to see their counties grow and 
prosper. Serving in these positions puts them on the 
cusp of new developments such as I-69, new industries, 
and helping their counties to be fiscally responsible. 
Culp desires for Jasper County to see high quality serves 
delivered to the county’s citizens. “I want to see our county 
grow in size, available jobs and assessed value. The more 
assessed value we have, the less each individual taypayer 
will be responsible to pay.”

For Cline, a highlight of serving as a commissioner 
involved organizing farmers in the community and ag 
leaders in state organizations to unite against a group 
who was trying to eliminate animal agriculture in Tipton 
County. “The group was trying to make zoning laws so 
restrictive that it would be impossible to build any new 
facilities. Agriculture prevailed, and many new facilities 
have since been constructed. This contributes greatly 
through additional property taxes, employment, economic 
contributions, and the ability to keep our young people on 
the farm.”Nancy Cline takes a tractor ride along with her husband, Mike.

“If farmers do not have a seat at the table, they have no voice or impact on 
decisions made. If farmers are negatively impacted by poor decisions, their 
means of a living could be in jeopardy.”                                                        --Nancy Cline

Kendell Culp poses with his grandson, Owen Neibert, in front of 
a campaign sign.
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When U.S. Rep. Susan Brooks 
(R-5th Dist.) announced she 
would not seek re-election, 
there were many who were 
interested in replacing her. At 
least 20 candidates ran in the 
primaries – 15 Republicans and 
five Democrats. As the last few 
ballots were counted on Nov. 4, 
the results became clear that 
State Sen. Victoria Spartz was 

going to emerge as Brooks’ successor.
Spartz earned 50 percent of the vote, while Democratic 

Party challenger Christina Hale received 46 percent 
and Libertarian Ken Tucker getting the last 4 percent. 
Democratic Party supporters believed this was a seat they 
could take from the Republicans. As a result more than 
$15 million was spent on this race with the national parties 
and other groups spending heavily on largely negative 
advertising.

Hard work and success are nothing new for Spartz.
Raised in the socialist-controlled Ukraine, Spartz met 

her future husband, Jason, while they shared a train ride 
in Europe. Jason is a native Hoosier who farms with his 
wife in Hamilton County, Ind. After becoming a U.S. citizen, 
Spartz worked her way from bank teller to CPA, finance 
executive and business owner. She started and owns many 
businesses including financial consulting, farming and real 
estate.

But it was her early years in Ukraine that influenced her 
conservation government ideals.

“I lived through socialism and the consequences of the 
failed socialistic system in Ukraine – not pretty,” Spartz said. 
“So I have an enormous appreciation for the freedoms our 
Republic guarantees us, the people. Our country faces 
a generational choice as to whether we remain a free 
republic or a socialist country. I am committed to ensuring 
we choose freedom and prosperity over corruption and 
tyranny.”

She added that her inspiration to run for Congress was 
the desire to give back to her new country.

“We need more people in government with business 

experience and fewer career and establishment politicians,” 
Spartz said. “I sought to be a member of Congress because 
I want to see our government provide better services to 
its constituents in the most efficient and effective manner. 
Government should be about solutions and policies, not 
politics, and protection of people’s rights to life, liberty and 
property. This country has been great to me and my family, 
and I am called to give back and protect freedom and our 
way of life for future generations.”

She hopes to have a strong presence in her district as she 
begins her Congressional career.

“During my first term in office, I want to develop 
innovative and proactive solutions for constituent services 
and work on developing comprehensive policy solutions for 
some major fiscal, education and health care policy issues,” 
Spartz said. “I will be an advocate for Indiana’s farmers, 
manufacturers and small businesses.”

She will join Rep. Jim Baird (R-4th Dist.) as Hoosier 
farmers serving in Congress. Spartz doesn’t take her life 
and experience on the farm lightly.

“As a fellow farmer, I understand the importance of good 
and innovative farm policies to promote strong agriculture 
and help farmers compete and prosper,” she said. “I will 
fight bad tax and regulatory policies that would mean the 
end of family farming.”

Spartz survives heated campaign
to win Congressional seat
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Victoria Spartz poses with her daughters and her husband, 
Jason, on their farm.
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INVESTING IN
INDIANA COMMUNITIES
ONE WING AT A TIME
The chicken, the wing and everything in between.

JOE
THE GRAIN FARMER

JOE
THE TRUCKER

RANDYRANDY

Joe, a grain farmer, feeds Dave’s pigs. Then, Dave’s pigs take 
a ride via Randy’s Trucking service to Brian at the processing facility.

WE CALL THIS THE AG EFFECT.
At every step, jobs, taxes and revenue are added to the local community.
   Indiana’s farmers utilize Indiana corn and soybeans to feed their livestock and poultry
   They purchase their seed, fertilizer and fuel from local suppliers
   Local employees are bottling the milk, slicing the bacon and frying the chicken wings
  Indiana drivers are transporting goods from the farm to the processing facilities, and the 
  finished goods to the grocery stores around the state

Which means, investing in the Ag Effect offers a county economic 
potential between the chicken and the wing.

See the full Ag Effect at TheAgEffect.com

Funded with Indiana soybean and corn checkoff dollars.
injoin livest 5117-1
21-MC07-11/16

DAVEDAVE
THE LIVESTOCK FARMER

INVESTING IN
INDIANA COMMUNITIES,

AT A TIME.
The chicken, the wing and everything in between.
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W       ith COVID-19 restrictions still preventing many 
ublic atherin s  I  and I  staff ha e 

moved the annual Indiana Corn and Soybean 
Forum to a virtual format. Instead of a one-day event, this 
year s Foru  will offer daily online resentations ro  
Monday, Nov. 30 through Friday, Dec. 4.

“Of course we miss getting together in person to discuss 
the policy issues that are important to farmers, but this 
online format does have its advantages,” said ICGA board 
member Scott Smith, who farms near Noblesville, Ind. “With 
an online event, there isn’t the time and trouble involved 
with travel for both the attendees and speakers.”

The keynote presentation of the week will happen on the 
afternoon of Dec. 4 as YouTube sensation Welker Farms 
broadcasts from their Montana farm. Welker Farms has 
hundreds of thousands of followers on YouTube, and their 
audience continues to grow.

Welker Farms is located in North Central Montana and has 
been in the family since 1912. Third generation farmer, Bob 
Welker, along with his two sons, Nick Welker (Hollywood) and 
Scott Welker (Leg Arms), strive to carry on the family legacy. 
Using large machinery and the latest in technology, the 
Welkers manage more than 10,000 acres and grow spring 
wheat, winter wheat, yellow peas and garbanzo beans.

Welker Farms has become a common name throughout 
the agriculture world due to their YouTube channel, which 
began when Nick Welker thought it would be entertaining 
to celebrate 100 years of family farming with a video. Since 
then, Welker Farms has amassed throngs of faithful fans and 
has been featured in various ways such as Rural Montana 

Magazine, the National Geographic Channel, RFD-TV, 
Progressive Farmer Magazine, Norwegian Magazine Traktor, 
Montana Ag Network (KRTV) and Welker Farms Farming 
Simulator 17 & 19 by Mappers Paradise.

For more about their family farm, visit welkerfarmsinc.com.
The rest of the week will feature key topics important to 

Indiana farmers. The schedule includes:

•Monday, Nov. 30, 10-11 a.m. EST – Indiana Lt. Gov. 
Suzanne Crouch and Indiana State Department of 
Agriculture Director Bruce Kettler will discuss challenges 
and opportunities for Indiana farmers for the next year.

•Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2-3 p.m. EST – ICGA President Mike 
Beard, ISA board member Mark Legan and Courtney 
Kingery, who is the CEO for ISA, ICGA and ICMC, will 
explain the details of the new three-year strategic plans 
or the corn and soybean checkoffs.

•Wednesday, Dec. 2, noon to 1 p.m. EST – Nathaniel 
Doddridge, vice president of fuels for retailer Casey’s 
General Store, and Kathy Bergren, NCGA Director of 
Public Policy and Renewable Fuels, will cover policy 
issues related to biofuels.

• hursday  ec.   a. . to  . .   I  and I  staff 
members Ed Ebert and Steve Howell will join Amy Cornell 
of the AgriBusiness Council of Indiana to take a look ag 
commodity markets and talk about grain buying issues.

•Friday, Dec. 4, noon to 1 p.m. – Welker brothers will speak 
on faith, family and farming from their home in Montana.

The Forum will be available virtually on Zoom, and there 
is no charge. Pre-registration for each of the sessions is 
required at visit indianasoybean.com/forum

Welker Farms highlight the virtual
Indiana Corn and Soybean Forum

Bob Welker, left, and his sons Nick and Scott, cap the Indiana Corn and Soybean Forum week with a presentation on Friday, Dec. 4, 
from noon to 1 p.m.
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Oct. 1 marked the start of a new 
administrative year for the National 
Corn Growers Association (NCGA) 
and the beginning of my tenure as 
President of NCGA.

The responsibility of this role is not 
lost on me. It’s been a tough year for 
agriculture and my pledge to you is 
there will be no stone unturned in 
NCGA’s efforts to create opportunities 

for our industry to grow and recover from the challenges we 
weathered in 2020.

The Next Generation Fuels Act (H.R. 8371), legislation 
recently introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives, is a 
continuation of this pledge.

The introduction of this bill follows several years of work 
by NCGA and our state affiliates. Corn farmers, just like all 
Americans, want access to the lowest cost, most efficient, 
environmentally friendly, and safe motor fuels available. 
We also continue to seek out ways to increase long term 
demand for clean, affordable ethanol. For these reasons, our 
organizations collectively chose to make passage of a high 
octane, low carbon standard our top legislative priority. 

Corn farmers support H.R. 8371 for a number of reasons: 

•Although this is a long term transition, the bottom line 
for corn growers is that blending more ethanol is the 
most cost-effective means of improving our fuel.

•While the legislation does not require specific levels of 
ethanol blending, it removes barriers to higher blends 
of ethanol, creating more demand for farmers going 
forward.

•This is a beneficial transition for the future that builds on 
the success of the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) to 
continue growing the role of low carbon, affordable and 
renewable ethanol in the fuel supply.

The introduction of the Next Generation Fuels Act is an 
accomplishment we can be proud of but there is much more 
work to be done.

No doubt, this is a complicated issue. It’s going to take 
work on all of our parts to fully understand the ins and outs 
of what this legislation does and then be able to share that 

The Next Generation Fuels Act
will benefit U.S. corn growers
BY JOHN LINDER
President, National Corn Growers Association

knowledge with our friends and neighbors and build 
support for its passage in Congress.

To that end, I would encourage you to visit ncga.com/
octane. The site has a wealth of information to better 
familiarize yourself with the benefits of high-octane low-
carbon ethanol and resources on the Next Generation 
Fuels Act.

It took a team effort to get us to this point and it is 
going to take teamwork to continue making progress. 
Corn growers are up to the challenge.
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Life takes some interesting turns - especially in farming, 
where each day brings something new.

Brent Bible and Brandon Moseley, longtime friends 
and business partners, own Stillwater Farms where at times, 
they run into some challenges - but that’s why Bible loves 
it. The two farm 5,500 acres in Tippecanoe, Clinton and 
Montgomery counties. On Stillwater Farms, they grow seed 
beans and seed corn for Beck’s Hybrids, along with waxy 
and conventional corn.

Bible graduated from Purdue University with an 
undergraduate degree in agricultural economics, then went 
on to serve as an Indiana State Police trooper for almost 13 
years. During his tenure as a trooper, he and his wife bought 
a few farms and began farming part-time. After a farm 
accident, Bible decided to retire from his captain position 
with the ISP and began farming full-time with Moseley.

That was in 2009, and they haven’t looked back.

Relationships
Relationships are key for Stillwater Farms. The operation 

they run today wouldn’t be possible without his business 
partner Brandon, said Bible. From the crops they grow, to 

participation in the Soil Health Partnership (SHP) to their 
advocacy work, most of what they are involved in has been 
built on relationships.

Relationships make you or break you, noted Bible. One 
of his passions is encouraging people in any line of work to 
seek out other folks.

Stewardship
“The best thing someone can do for their operation is 

foster, develop and maintain good relationships with other 
people, other farmers, trade organizations, neighbors and 
communities,” he said. “It doesn’t matter if you’re in agricul-
ture, the medical field or government; the most successful 
people in any field are very good at communicating and 
having good long-term relationships with people.”

Stillwater Farms was one of the first Indiana farms 
participating in the SHP, and became involved in that as with 
everything else: From a relationship. Bible and Moseley were 
some of the first farmers in Indiana to join the Partnership 
roughly six years ago. On their farms, they maintain a variety 
of conservation practices, such as planting cover crops, 
keeping crop residue on the ground and increasing drainage 

Strong relationships create the
environment for success
BY REGAN HERR

CHECKOFF
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when possible.
“We got involved with the Soil Health Partnership six or 

seven years ago when we were trying to understand what 
we could do more of and do a better job of to impact the 
operation. We were thinking about what could we do from 
a management standpoint to make improvements in soil 
health, yield, organic matter, the ability for the farm to be 
more resilient to climate impacts and weather changes,” 
said Bible.

He wants to remind people it is okay to start small – one 
doesn’t have to jump in head first and be all no-till at once, 
or cover-crop all acres at once.

“We are not singular in our farming practices; we have 
a variety of ways that we manage our farms. Each farm is 
different and unique, so they need to be treated according 
to their uniqueness,” he explained.

Bible also highlighted that the beauty of soil conservation 
is it gets better over time and the data improves steadily 
on their operations. He is invested in the SHP because it 
provides data at a field level year after year and one can see 
the difference both on paper and in the soil.

One thing he finds is the best return on investment for his 
acres is drainage. “We always look at our farms on individual 
levels, and we have found that improving drainage has been 
a very economical way of improving soil health. It has helped 
us reduce compaction, prevent compaction, and give a 
better yield per acre,” said Bible.

Advocacy
He believes farmers should use their voice and profession 

to be heard and to be in front of policymakers. He is 
no stranger for standing up for what he believes in and 
advocating on behalf of farmers. Recently, Bible testified in 
front of the U.S. Senate Agriculture Committee on behalf of 
the Growing Climate Solutions Act, a bipartisan bill that will 
allow farmers to participate in voluntary climate markets if 
interested.

“As farmers, we have an obligation to make sure our 
perspective is known by the folks who are making laws 

and are impacting our day-to-day lives. If we aren’t sharing 
our voice, we are doing ourselves a disservice. Sharing our 
message doesn’t mean policymakers are going to always 
agree with us and act on our message, but at least we have 
the opportunity to present them with the information,” said 
Bible.

He added why he thinks farmers should participate in 
the Indiana Corn Growers Association and the policy arm of 
the Indiana Soybean Alliance. “Each of these organizations 
give leverage to farmers’ voices, opinions, challenges, 
wants and desires. Then, they take those messages and our 
perspectives to policymakers on our behalf,” Bible pointed 
out.

From his perspective, advocating for the lobbying 
organizations and farmers participating in them is a mutual 
partnership. “Being a member of policy organizations gives 
your voice and their message legitimacy.”

Much goes into creating a successful business, but for 
Stillwater Farms it all begins and ends with relationships.

“The relationships we have 
is why we are in the Soil 
Health Partnership, and we are 
a voice in trade organizations 
- building those relationships 
have played a huge part in our 
farms’ success,” Bible said. It 
is not easy, and it takes time, 
but building longstanding 
relationships can be the key to 
a greater-success operation.

Bible and Moseley both 
reside in Tippecanoe County 
with their families.
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Former Indiana Soybean Alliance Chair Tom Griffiths, 
who is a farmer from Noble County, Ind., was re-
appointed by USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue to the 

United Soybean Board (USB) in October. Griffiths will be 
officially sworn in for service at the annual USB meeting in 
December, and he will serve a second, three-year term.

In his past service with the ISA, Griffiths was the board 
chair in 2017-18, secretary in 2014-15, chairman of the 
ISA Livestock, Production Research and Environmental 
Programs Committee in 2012-13, a representative to the 
U.S. Meat Export Federation 
(USMEF) from 2010-14, and 
a representative to the USA 
Poultry and Egg Export Council 
(USAPEEC) from 2015-18.

Along with his wife, Kim, 
and son, Glen, Griffiths has 
operated Arrow G Farms since 
1988. In addition to corn, 
soybeans and hay, they also 
feed and raise a few head of 
cattle.

“I will continue to stay 
informed of the issues and 
future challenges that face 
Indiana agriculture,” Griffiths 
said. “This insight allows me 
to make informed, sound 
decisions on where to invest 
Indiana’s checkoff dollars in the 
same conservative manner as I have in the past. My No. 
1 priority has, and always will be, to bring back the most 
return to Indiana farmers both large and small.”

He has a degree in metallurgical engineering. Griffiths 
has worked in the following agricultural fields: fertilizer 
warehouse manager, feed blending and service, and a 
custom applicator.

Griffiths is active in the Knights of Columbus, St. Gaspar’s 
Catholic Church, the National Farmers Union and the 
National Rifle Association. Also involved in his county, 
Griffiths serves on the Noble County Plan Commission, 
the Noble County Board of Zoning Appeals, the Noble 
County Ag Advisory Committee and the Noble County 

Steering Committee.
“I would like to thank (USDA Secretary) Sonny Perdue 

for reappointment to the USB Board,” Griffiths said. “I want 
soybean farmers from around the Midwest to know that 
I will be an outspoken advocate for the American farmer. 
Being a director on the USB for the past three years has 
been an honor; and with my reappointment, I will continue 
to support the USB in any way I can while voicing my 
concerns when I think it’s needed. Being a USB director 
is not an easy job, as in many things in life, the right thing 

isn’t always the easy thing to 
do.”

He believes USB needs to 
pay attention to consumers’ 
desire for sustainability. 
“Consumers are continually 
going to express their 
concerns about sustainability,” 
Griffiths said. “Eventually they 
will be able to define what 
sustainability is to them, and 
we need to acknowledge 
those concerns.”

He added that USB must 
work to expand export 
markets both old and new 
while improving domestic 
markets. “Improving our 
domestic markets that have 
driven the demand of our 

products for decades is crucial,” Griffiths said. “Knowing 
what industry brought soybean farmers to the dance years 
ago, I will continue to be a staunch advocate for their 
continued support.”

Authorized by the Soybean Promotion, Research, and 
Consumer Information Act, the USB is composed of 78 
members representing 29 states, in addition to the Eastern 
and Western regions. The number of seats on the board 
is determined based on bushels produced in that region. 
Members must be soybean farmers nominated by a 
Qualified State Soybean Board.

Visit www.unitedsoybean.org to learn more about the 
work of the soy checkoff.

Griffiths re-appointed to the USB board
BY DAVE BLOWER JR.

Tom Griffiths poses on his Noble County farm with his son, 
Glen, and wife, Kim.
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In 2016/2017, U.S. grain exports* set a new record of 
114 million metric tons. More than 95% of the world’s 
consumers live outside the U.S. (OUS), meaning 
export markets are critical to the success of those 
that grow our commodities. With growing populations 
and an increasing middle-class in previously 
developing countries, demand for consistent, quality 
food products will also continue to rise. Meeting that 
demand will be U.S. farmers. 

Over the course of the next 30-50 years, U.S. farmers 
will continue to innovate and increase production. 
That innovation will be needed to meet increased 
OUS demand and be necessary to support current 
farm outputs, as well as future innovation. Export 
markets, current and burgeoning, are a critical 
component for Indiana corn and soybean farmers and 
the U.S. ag economy as a whole. ✦

Market demand drives price for 
farmers and profits for the U.S.1

EXPORTING 
TO INCREASE 
VALUE AT HOME

Learn more about export impacts on our 
websites: www.indianasoybean.com, 
www.incorn.org, or from our partners: 
www.grains.org. 

Funded with Indiana soybean and corn checkoff dollars.
243704293

*  Accounts for exports of grains in all forms: feed grains, and feed grain equivalent 
of U.S. ethanol, distiller’s dried grains with solubles, and meat exports.

1  Export data provided by U.S. Grains Council. 

Why Exports Matter

32% of U.S. gross farm income comes directly 
from exports

US Ag exports in 2016, equivalent to building 
34 skyscrapers 

1 of every 3 planted corn acres is exported, 
making corn exports = $9 billion 

Grain exports account for $55.5 billion in 
economic output and 262,000 jobs

32%

$135
billion

$9
billion

$55
billion
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U.S. soybeans feed livestock and fill fuel tanks. But soy 
performs in countless other products, and innovators 
are discovering new applications that contribute 
incrementally to demand.

For e a le  ow  ech  a co any based in 
Calamus, Iowa, applies existing soy products and 
technology to solutions that benefit farmers. “Our 
philosophy is to use what we have in front of us to address 
farming issues,” said Brian Tulley, managing partner of Low 

 ech. e started with a cleaner  chea er a roach to 
planting.”

Anyone who plants corn or soybeans is adding either 
talc or graphite as a lubricant. A white, chalk-like material, 
Talc can be a health risk if inhaled. Graphite is a dusty, 
black material. Equipment dealers across the Eastern 
Corn Belt offer talc and graphite as seed lubricants. 
Both reduce static friction between individual seeds and 
materials, and improve flow during planting.

ulley and a e loostra  who or ed ow  ech in 
2011, created a soybean-based seed lubricant called Dust, 

which is a product derived from soy protein. After-years 
working on product formulation and testing, Tulley and 
Kloostra launched Dust in 2018. Dust replaces talc and 
graphite and provides low static friction between surfaces 
while not creating dust clouds behind the planter.

ow  ech de elo ed s ecs that allow soy to 
replace graphite and talc to promote seed flow in 
planters,” Tulley explained. “Planting 2018 was the first 
season we had Dust commercially available. We are 
targeting about 40 percent market share, which would 
create new demand for 2.6 million bushels of soybeans.”

Seed lubricants have been used for many years to keep 
seeds from clumping together during planting. Pneumatic 
meters on row-crop planters have been shown to have 
more accurate seed singulation compared to traditional 
metering systems. Seed singulation can be enhanced 
using seed lubricants to improve seed flowability by 
reducing friction between the seeds and components 
inside the planter.

Dust is made from soy protein with a soy lecithin 

Company offers cleaner, cheaper
approach to planting
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coating, introducing a new use for a soy product 
developed in 1968. Paper coatings, makeup and hair care 
products also use the soy protein coating.

Tulley said Dust compares well with other seed 
lubricants. As a soy-based product, it is cleaner and safer 
than graphite and talc. Dust’s round edges, compared 
to sharp-edged particles of graphite and talc, reduce 
abrasion and improve lubricity as corn, soybean, wheat or 
other seeds flow through planters. He said Dust effectively 
draws moisture and doesn’t harm pollinators. It also 
breaks down completely within 28 days, stimulating soil 
microbes and promoting soil health.

Tulley said, “The soy checkoff has provided access 
to technology and connections to think about what’s 
next.” With funding from the United Soybean Board 
(USB), Agricultural Engineering professor Dr. Ajay 
Sharda of Kansas State University evaluated Dust for its 
effectiveness.

“Dust is equally as good as talc and graphite on seed 
flowability, and we achieve the same level of corn 
seed singulation as other commercial products on all 
the different seed metering mechanisms,” Sharda said. 
“Regardless of speed or population, Dust gave 98-
99 percent singulation, the desired industry standard. 

However, Dust provided slightly better singulation with 
soybeans.”

Innovation will continue with the next product in the 
pipeline, a soy-based seed coating, COTE, designed to 
keep active ingredients in seed treatment in place, Tulley 
said. Though demand from these products is small, the 
uni ue and creati e thinkin  within ow  ech could 
spark ideas for higher-volume uses.

Tulley said the benefits of using Dust are that it is a soy-
based and renewable resource, creates less dust than talc 
or graphite, is biodegradable and is priced competitively 
with other fluency agents.

One of the concerns of using seed treatments and 
lubricants is their impact on the environment and farmers’ 
health. Tulley said Dust solves these issues. “Dust comes 
directly from soybeans, a renewable resource, and is 
biodegradable in the soil,” he said. “It has a 4-5 year shelf 
life once processed and packaged, yet in the soil we see 
no signs of it after 28 days.”

While Dust is a seed lubricant, they have observed a 
stimulating effect on early seedling development. “We 
are seeing faster green up and early plant vigor when our 
product is used but we don’t claim to have a benefit to 
yield,” Tulley explained.
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T he Office of Indiana State 
Chemist (OISC) was created 
in 1881 with the enactment 

of the Indiana Commercial Fertilizer 
Law. The purpose of that law was to 
protect consumers by ensuring that 
fertilizers were accurately and properly 
labeled and that their guarantees were 
met. Nearly 140 years later, the OISC 
fertilizer section continues to provide 

consumer protection and much more.
OISC is a self-funded agency. Tonnage, product 

registration, as well as business and individual licensing fees 
are used to fund the agency instead of state appropriations.

No fewer than 10,000 fertilizer products are registered 
by more than 700 different companies from around the 
globe. Approximately 2 million tons of fertilizer is distributed 
throughout the state. Our staff of field inspectors collect 
more than 2,000 samples from the distribution chain 
and our labs perform at least 9,000 different analyses on 
those samples to ensure that the 
consumers are protected.

OISC is also charged with 
protection of waters in the state. 
Initially it was with the fertilizer 
containment rules for the safe 
storage and handling of commercial 
fertilizer, but it was expanded in 
2011 and 2012 to include licensing 
and certification of for-hire 
applicators as well as those persons 
using manure that came from a 
Confined Feeding Operation.

There are staging and 
application requirements for all 
manure as well. OISC Fertilizer 

Compliance Specialists investigate approximately 100 
fertilizer-use complaints per year.

OISC also protects individuals and communities with their 
regulation for the safe storage and handling of anhydrous 
ammonia. The site must be approved as well as the 
tank before installation to ensure that the tank has been 
built to the proper standards and that the neighbors and 
communities are protected.

Safety devices are required to protect against catastrophic 
releases and to protect the handlers.

Lastly, OISC’s fertilizer certification program ensures that 
certified applicators have the opportunities to continually 
be informed from Purdue University experts on developing 
trends and information through the recertification programs. 
More than 12,000 private applicators participate in the 
partnered programs with county extension educators, 
Purdue faculty and OISC.

For more information about the Office of Indiana State 
Chemist, please visit our webpage at www.OISC.purdue.edu 
or contact the fertilizer program administrator, Matt Pearson, 
at 765-494-1547 or pearsonm@purdue.edu

Office of the Indiana State Chemist
ensures claims of fertilizer makers
BY MATT PEARSON
OISC fertilizer program administrator
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Funded with Indiana soybean and corn checkoff dollars.

Your checkoffs along with commodity 
organizations are promoting livestock and 
associated industry growth. After all, Indiana’s 
livestock are a grain farmer’s best customer.

Learn more at FarmersDeliver.com. 

1The Value of Indiana Agriculture. A State and Regional Report on the Economic Contribution of Farms, Forests and Related Industries. October 2019. Indiana University, Indiana Business Research Center.

INDIANA'S ANIMAL AGRICULTURE:
BRINGING HOME THE
BACON WITH A SIDE
OF ECONOMIC IMPACT.OF ECONOMIC IMPACT.

With tax contributions, increased revenue and 
quality job creation, Indiana's farmers improve 
the financial strength of our state.

Indiana’s livestock farmers do 
more than bring home the bacon. 
They are investing in our state.

Indiana ranks among the top six states in corn, 
soybean and hog production. In Indiana, these 
industries account for a combined total of 
47,269 jobs. Add in the ripple effect of those 
jobs and that's an additional 27,419 jobs.1
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W hen it comes to administering agricultural 

laws involving animal feeds, fertilizers, 

pesticides, seeds, hemp and even pet food, 

Indiana is unique in that it doesn’t leave the job up to a 

cluster of government organizations and committees. In 

this state, the safety and truth in labeling of such products 

are handed to one office: The State Chemist. Beginning 

in October, the “top chemist” in Indiana, specifically the 

Indiana State Chemist and Seed 

Commissioner, has been Mark 

LeBlanc, appointed by Gov. Eric 

Holcomb and Glenn W. Sample 

Dean of Purdue Agriculture 

Karen Plaut.

“I’m in kind of an unusual role 

compared to other states in 

that we have a state regulatory 

agency within an academic 

department at a university,” 

LeBlanc said. “I think it’s a really 

great fit because it makes sure 

we have a really good science 

background or basis to our 

programs.”

The office of State Chemist’s 

agency works twofold, in that it guards public safety as 

well as truth in labeling. For example, every single animal 

feed and pet food sold in the state must be registered 

with LeBlanc’s office, so his department analyzes samples 

of almost all of those products to make sure they are safe 

and meet their label guarantee.

“We as regulators are ultimately sort of hidden in the 

background,” he said. “Not many people know we exist, 

but we are providing a very important service to famers, 

as well as public citizens.”

The new State Chemist comes to this position from 

Louisiana State University, where he received his 

undergraduate, master’s and doctoral degrees, and where 

he led the division of Agricultural Chemistry starting 

in 2009. Before that, he held the position of assistant 

director of the horticulture and quarantine program 

for the Louisiana Department of Ag and Forestry. Like 

the animal feeds, LeBlanc’s office also tests seeds to 

ensure they meet claims such as their germination rate 

in their label guarantee. He happens to be very familiar 

and comfortable working with plants, because all his 

university degrees are 

actually in horticulture.

“Oddly enough, I never 

considered chemistry or 

biochemistry as a path,” 

LeBlanc said. “I grew up in the 

country but not on a farm, so 

we always had a big garden 

and I always enjoyed plants.”

In pursuit of his horticulture 

degrees, Leblanc had to 

endure and master a good 

amount of chemistry in his 

studies and early career.

“I found my way into the lab 

by way of feed and fertilizer, 

so I kind of found my way into 

chemistry and the regulatory area in a roundabout way,” 

he said. “But then I’ve never met a regulator who said 

‘wow I always wanted to be a regulator’, but personally I’m 

really happy to have found my way here.”

Jokes aside, LeBlanc finds regulation to be a 

challenging, interesting and rewarding field from both 

a professional and scientific standpoint. Having worked 

with Purdue in his former regulatory roles, he is extremely 

pleased to be working with them full-time.

“They have an exceptional program here, probably 

one of the best in the country,” he said. “So when I got 

the opportunity to apply for this position at Purdue, 

it was definitely an easy decision. The team here are 

New State Chemist comes to Purdue
from Louisiana State University
BY EMMA HOPKINS-O’BRIEN
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very competent and qualified, and I think Indiana is 

lucky to have them. So I’m looking forward to having an 

opportunity to work with them and lead them forward, 

hopefully.”

 Because of his beginnings in horticulture, LeBlanc 

is also looking forward to his office’s role in hemp 

regulation.

“Hemp is a significant crop, but more importantly, it has 

been transitioning from an illegal crop to a pilot research 

project, and now it is a fully commercial crop,” he said. 

“From a visual standpoint, it’s very difficult to tell a hemp 

plant from a marijuana plant, so we in this office are here 

to ensure that the plants and products produced are 

hemp as established by federal law.”

Under federal law, hemp is a plant containing 0.3 

percent THC. His team samples crops at harvest to 

determine their THC concentration. Now that it is 

considered a full commercial crop, LeBlanc expects 

more producers to grow it next year. Until then, he said 

the market is in flux as the crop finds its footing, and the 

market for it is established.

Of course, LeBlanc realizes that a huge part of Indiana 

ag are the commodities of corn and soybeans, and he is 

ready to make relationships with those producers in his 

regulatory role as well.

“I want to let them know that I’m looking forward to 

working with them, and one of my views on the regulatory 

world is that you have to create good, collaborative, 

working relationships with all of the ag industry,” he 

said. “So I look forward to creating some relationships 

with the corn and soybean growers and opportunities to 

communicate and make sure we are always on the same 

page, and working together to advance agriculture in 

Indiana.

you settled here (and so did your soil).
let’s keep it here.

keepitmidwest.com
Start today:

“I’m in kind of an unusual role compared to other states in that we have a state 
regulatory agency within an academic department at a university. I think it’s a 
really great fit because it makes sure we have a really good science background 
or basis to our programs.”                                                                           -- Mark LeBlanc
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E arlier this month, the U.S. Soybean Export Council 
(USSEC) launched Dare to Compare, a digital 
global marketing campaign that spotlights new 

research showing the value of U.S. Soy’s nutritional profile, 
sustainability and refining characteristics.

“The world is becoming more data-driven, more fact-
based and more high-tech,” said USSEC CEO Jim Sutter.  
“It is high time that buyers of soy do the same thing.

“The USSEC team has been developing a strong, 
factual foundation that highlights 
the advantages of U.S. Soy in many 
areas — intrinsic factors such as 
the nutritional bundle, the average 
bean moisture and the oil value to 
a refiner as well as extrinsic factors 
such as the sustainability and the 
reliability of our export supply chain. 
This information is important for 
customers of U.S. Soy to know and 
understand so they can properly 
evaluate their choices as they make 
purchases to crush, feed livestock 
and fish, or make soyfoods.

“With this campaign, we are 
showcasing these factors that make up the U.S. Soy 
Advantage by encouraging folks to closely compare and 
make a decision based on facts and what adds the most 
value to their businesses all around the world.  I believe 
that as they do this, it will further differentiate and build a 
preference for U.S. Soy across industries.”

Dare to Compare kicked off with the rollout of ads and 
materials focused on the nutritional profile of U.S. Soy.

Paul Burke, USSEC’s senior director of U.S. Soy 
Marketing, shares that this set of digital ads target those 
in the feed industry, animal nutritionists and ingredient 
buyers. These ads then drive users to a landing page 
where they can learn about how U.S. Soy can benefit their 
business, digging into a meta-analysis, learning about the 
soy Nutrient Value Calculator and booking a meeting with 

a U.S. Soy representative.
While the campaign launched 

in English, it is being translated to 
key languages in USSEC’s target 
markets. In the coming weeks, the 
other two pillars of the campaign 
(sustainability and oil) will roll out. 
The Dare to Compare campaign is 
anticipated to run through February.

“We are creating this digital and 
virtual surround sound that will be 
visible on relevant media outlets, 
through social media channels and 
websites,” Burke explains. “Then 
each of our regional directors will 

drive the scope of the campaign within their regions. They 
have a menu of options they can select from, including an 
expert webinar series, small group meetings, one-on-one 
customer meetings, a Dare to Compare soy summit, paid 
advertising, media relations and more.”

To learn more about USSEC, visit ussec.org and ussoy.org

USSEC launches digital global
marketing campaign
BY JULIE DEERING
U.S. Soybean Export Council
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Got 15 minutes? 
Check in on what your 
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SCOTT BECK, PRESIDENT

AT THE HEART OF IT.
EVERY FARMER HAS THEIR REASON FOR WHY 
THEY DO WHAT THEY DO. FOR ME, IT’S FAITH, 
FAMILY, AND FARMING.  I CARE ABOUT HONORING 
GOD AND FULFILLING HIS PURPOSE IN MY 
LIFE, IN MY FAMILY, AND IN THE BUSINESS OF 
FARMING AND AGRICULTURE.

FARMERS AT HEART ™


